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ABLE and LAWO
Ensuring justice for all, no matter one’s income…
ABLE and LAWO represent clients and groups of people living in poverty in civil (non-
criminal) legal matters. We are committed to protecting the rights of people with much 
at stake and nowhere else to turn. Through litigation and other advocacy, we prevent 
homelessness, domestic abuse, and discrimination and improve opportunities for 
education, housing, employment, and access to health care and public benefits for people 
living in poverty in 32 counties in western Ohio.  ABLE represents immigrants and refugees 
throughout Ohio. In all cases, LAWO and ABLE work to address the root causes of poverty 
by seeking systemic solutions.   

Without legal aid, thousands of people would go without legal help 
when they need it.
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We celebrated the many accomplishments 
of Joseph R. Tafelski following 41 years of 
outstanding service to ABLE. And, we welcomed 
his successor Janet Hales, previous director of 
the Ohio Poverty Law Center.

It was a year that marked the 50th anniversary 
of legal aid in the Greater Dayton area. ABLE 
and LAWO announced an expansion of services 
thanks to a campaign, in tribute, that raised 
more than $1.3 million. 

Joe’s retirement was met with mixed emotions. 
While applauding his leadership that spanned 
more than three decades, we were saddened by 
his departure. Joe joined ABLE in 1972 as a staff 
attorney. He left to work for the Fair Housing 
Center in 1976 and returned to head ABLE in 
1980. He championed the rights of people who 
were disenfranchised. A fellowship, funded by 
Joe’s long-time supporters and friends, will 
allow ABLE to provide opportunities for an 
attorney to follow in Joe’s footsteps.

When Janet Hales was selected to succeed Joe, 
she was not new to legal aid or public interest 
law. Janet served as the Pro Bono Director and 

Advocacy Director at LAWO before heading the 
Ohio Poverty Law Center in April 2015. Janet 
brings her experience in fair housing, poverty 
law, and leadership to her new position. She 
is honored and humbled by her selection and 
looks forward to connecting with clients and 
supporters throughout the region. 

Janet and LAWO Executive Director Kevin 
C. Mulder are leading numerous initiatives. 
The expansion of legal services in the Greater 
Dayton Area will allow the firms to serve 
1,000 additional residents over the next five 
years. That will reduce the number of people 
who are turned away annually due to limited 
funding. The expansion also will help specific 
neighborhoods to overcome targeted obstacles 
reducing poverty.

That’s a great foundation for 2018! Plans also 
are underway for ABLE’s 50th Anniversary 
celebration in the Toledo area and the 20th 
Anniversary of LAWO in that community.

We appreciate – much more than you can 
imagine – your support of our efforts to ensure 
justice for all. 

Joseph R. Tafelski Janet E. Hales Kevin C. Mulder

2017 Was a Year 
of Achievements!
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For 45 years, Joseph R. Tafelski championed 
the rights of underserved people. He had an 
interest in ensuring fairness in housing and 
nurturing young attorneys to stand up for the 
rights of people who are disadvantaged.

In his honor, the Joseph R. Tafelski Fellowship 
in Housing and Community Economic 
Development has been established and the 
first fellow will be hired soon to serve for two 
years. Joe’s colleagues, friends and family 
raised more than $129,000 to launch the 

fellowship and will seek funding to make it an 
ongoing opportunity for newer attorneys. 

The Fellowship reflects the work Joe 
engaged in when he began his legal career 
with ABLE and in Toledo at the Fair Housing 
Center. Joe also has been very supportive 
of the AmeriCorps Program, Equal Justice 
Works Fellows, Skadden Fellows, and similar 
programs that provide ongoing opportunities 
for newer attorneys.

Focusing on Housing and Nurturing 
Young Attorneys

Fellowship Honors Joseph R. Tafelski

In 2017, we launched 
several community 
reinvestment projects 
in challenged 
neighborhoods of 
Toledo, Dayton, and 
Lima.  

In the Junction 
neighborhood in 
Toledo, an ABLE 
attorney mapped 
historical bank redlining 
practices that made home loans unavailable to 
residents and found similar lending patterns 
today. The attorney worked with neighborhood 
residents and shared information about 
banks’ obligations under the Community 
Reinvestment Act (CRA) to serve communities. 

They developed a 
strategic plan to rebuild 
the neighborhood. 

Residents now are 
engaging with area 
banks to explore funding 
and loans for home 
repairs. They are also 
working on workforce 
development and 
other projects in their 
strategic plan. 

When neighborhood residents have the 
information they need and access to 
decisionmakers in their communities, they can 
affect positive change and are empowered 
to create a springboard for development, 
investment, and other improvements.

Residents Rebuild Neighborhoods
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ABLE and LAWO are bound together by a shared 
commitment to bring fairness and justice to our 
clients. Based on research assessed through a 
strategic planning process, the areas of practice 
listed here have been established to serve our 
clients. Our firms continue to seek justice for all 
and make a significant improvement in the lives 
of the people we help. We know that without us, 
many individuals and families living in poverty 
would go without legal assistance because they 
are unable to afford it. With your help, we can 
continue to stand up for their rights.

Access to Health Care and Benefits
Working to eliminate the barriers to 
employment and self-sufficiency for families 
struggling in poverty. Assisting clients with 
access to healthcare and in securing public 
benefits. 

Stability and Independence for 
Survivors 
Empowering domestic violence survivors to 
escape violence and create a safe and stable 
environment for themselves and their families 
through protective orders, access to housing 
and economic stability, and immigration 
assistance.

Agricultural Workers & 
Immigrant Rights
Protecting the legal rights of agricultural 
workers and immigrant families by addressing 
unfair or discriminatory employment practices 
and civil rights violations, including racial or 
ethnic profiling and protecting their rights in 
immigration proceedings.

Meaningful Access to Education
Securing access to quality educational 
opportunities for children living in poverty, 
immigrant children, homeless children, children 
in foster care, and children with disabilities. 

Housing & Community Development
Representing clients to prevent evictions 
and preserve safe, affordable, and healthy 
housing, and helping low-income communities 
access economic development opportunities. 
Preventing housing conditions that affect the 
social determinants of health.
Access to Justice
Informing and empowering low-income 
persons about legal rights and available 
resources and assistance through effective 
education and targeted outreach. Leveraging 
technology to make legal information, pro bono 
assistance, and pro se resources accessible.

Ann was worried that she would lose her home 
when she contacted LAWO.  She had purchased 
a manufactured home from an acquaintance.  
The seller never transferred the title to the home 
to Ann, and was now trying to sell the home to 
another person.  An LAWO attorney investigated 

the case and filed a lawsuit against the seller 
and the other person seeking to buy the home.  
The Court issued an order directing the seller to 
place the title in Ann’s name.  Ann is now safe 
and secure in the home she purchased.

Ann Has a Home

Building on our Strengths
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16,110

Requests 
for Legal 

Assistance

8,338

Cases 
Worked On

5,451

Cases 
Closed

Nearly 20,000 people were provided legal assistance by attorneys and paralegals in 2017. 
Countless others received help from ABLE and LAWO through materials and information that 
appear on our website, pro bono legal assistance clinics, legal presentations, and trainings 
and continuing legal education presentations for lawyers. Our staff also visited homeless and 
domestic violence shelters, senior centers, health clinics, nursing homes and agricultural 
labor camps to make people aware of their legal rights. 

19,337

Persons
Helped

$16,628,232
Total 

Monetary 
Awards for 

Clients*

*This amount represents benefits and monetary awards 
in areas of child support, spousal support, unemployment 
compensation, supplemental security income, debt write-
off, disability assistance, food stamps and damages, money 
that is spent for necessities in the 32-county service area.

Our 2017 Combined Record of ServiceOur 2017 Combined Record of Service
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Expenses and Expenditures
Compensation & Benefits .......................... $8,985,567
Operating Costs ........................................... $1,827,228
Contract Services ........................................... $556,094
Travel, Support & Training ..............................$223,261
Other ................................................................. $234,829
Total ..............................................................$11,826,979

15%

76%

5%

2% 2%

Support & Revenue
Ohio Legal Assistance Foundation (OLAF) ................$4,450,703
Legal Services Corporation (LSC) (LAWO only) ....... $3,173,643
Other Grants & Contracts ..............................................$3,423,586
Fundraising & Special Events .........................................$1,041,772
Miscellaneous Income & Gain on Investments ..............$234,823
Transfer to Reserves ....................................................... ($497,548)
Total ..................................................................................$11,826,979

36%

26%

28%

8%

2%

This report is related to ABLE and LAWO’s operations budget and does 
not include revenue or expenses related to depreciation, the 50 Years of 
Fairness and Justice Campaign, the Campaign for the Center for Equal 
Justice, or the Legal Aid Foundation of Western Ohio.

2017 Operating Revenues & Expenses
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President
Patricia A. Wise
Attorney at Law
Spengler Nathanson, P.L.L.
Toledo

Vice-President
Robert M. Curry
Attorney at Law
Thompson Hine LLP
Dayton

Vice-President
Carmen Beltran
Client Representative
Bowling Green

Secretary
Shunta Weatherspoon
Client Representative
Centerville

Treasurer
Barry F. Luse
Senior Vice President and 
Trust Officer
Croghan Colonial Bank

Khadijah Ali
Client Representative
Kettering

Lenora Barry
Community Representative
Toledo

Scott S. Davies
Attorney at Law
Sebaly, Shillito + Dyer
Dayton

Twila Ferguson
Attorney at Law
Lucas County Dept. of Job & 
Family Services
Toledo

Hazel Foley
Client Representative
Sandusky

Colette M. Harrison
Client Representative
Dayton

Tonya J. Hunter
Attorney at Law
Marathon Petroleum Corp.
Findlay

Tera Johnson
Client Representative
Toledo

Anthony Kohler
Attorney at Law
Kohler Legal Services, LLC
Springfield

Leslie Murray
Leslie Murray Law
Sandusky

Natasha Newberry
Attorney at Law, 
LexisNexis
Dayton

Jane Novick
Attorney at Law
Law Office of Jane Novick, LLC
Dayton

Victor Perez
Attorney at Law
Tiffin

Theresa A. Ramirez
Client Representative
Lima

Emily C. Samlow
Attorney at Law
Sixth District Court of Appeals
Bowling Green

Thomas J. Schaffer
Attorney at Law
Gallon Takacs Boissoneault 
& Schaffer Co., LLP
Toledo

Sarah K. Skow
Attorney at Law
Spengler Nathanson, P.L.L.
Toledo

Susan D. Solle
Attorney at Law
Dinsmore & Shohl LLP
Dayton

Robert V. Sterling
Attorney at Law
Weber & Sterling LLC
Maumee

Denise Stollings
Attorney at Law
Law Office of 
Denise M. Stollings
Bryan

Pamela Sullivan
Client Representative
Toledo

J. Michael Vassar
Attorney at Law
Toledo

Ethel Washington Harris
Community Representative
Dayton

Kathryn A. Watson
Community Representative
Toledo

Molly Williams
Client Representative
Yellow Springs

Mechelle Zarou
Attorney at Law 
Shumaker, Loop & 
Kendrick, LLP
Toledo

2017 ABLE and LAWO Boards 
of Trustees
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Campaigns Driven by Mission
No one should go without legal assistance because they cannot afford it. Your contributions to 
our campaigns help to ensure justice for all, no matter their income. We appreciate your support! 
Your generosity allows us to address challenges faced by people in need, empowering them and 
stabilizing their lives to improve their well-being.

2017 Northwest 
Ohio Justice for 

All Campaign    

$192,479

2017 Miami 
Valley Campaign 
for Equal Justice

$176,500

Dayton’s 50 Years 
of Fairness & 

Justice Campaign

$1.3 Million

2017 Northwest 
Ohio Justice for All 
Campaign 
The generosity of individuals 
who give to the Justice 
for All Campaign helps 
to ensure that thousands 
of people needing our legal 
assistance will continue to 
be served. For that, ABLE, 
LAWO, and the Toledo Bar 
Association say, “THANK 
YOU!” 

Co-Chairs 
Jenifer A. Belt, Shumaker, 
Loop & Kendrick, LLP 
Steven P. Collier, Collier Law 
Group, LLP

 

Campaign Cabinet
Paul Belazis 
Malone, Ault & Farell 
Cary R. Cooper 
Marshall & Melhorn, LLC 
Jennifer J. Dawson 
Marshall & Melhorn, LLC 
Janet E. Hales
ABLE
Reginald S. Jackson, Jr. 
Eastman & Smith, LTD.
Bradley J. Lagusch 
Toledo Bar Association

Peter N. Lavalette 
Robison, Curphey & 
O’Connell, LLC
Kevin C. Mulder 
LAWO
Meghan Anderson Roth 
Marshall & Melhorn, LLC 
Thomas Schaffer 
Gallon, Takacs, Boissoneault & 
Schaffer Co., L.P.A. 
Karl E. Strauss 
Spengler Nathanson, PLL 
Joseph R. Tafelski 
ABLE
J. Michael Vassar 
J. Michael Vassar Law Office 
Laura A. Wilson 
Gallon, Takacs, Boissoneault & 
Schaffer Co., L.P.A.
 

2017 Toledo Campaigns
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Firm Gifts- $1,000 or higher
Allotta & Farley Co., L.P.A.
Anspach Meeks Ellenberger 
LLP
Goranson, Parker & Bella Co., 
L.P.A.
LaValley, LaValley, Todak & 
Schaefer Co., L.P.A.
Malone, Ault & Farell
Marshall & Melhorn, LLC
McHugh & McCarthy, Ltd.
Shumaker, Loop & Kendrick, 
LLP
Spitler & Williams-Young Co., 
L.P.A.
Thacker Robinson Zinz, LPA
Widman & Franklin, LLC

Firm Recognition- 100% Attorney 
Participation
Brady, Coyle & Schmidt, Ltd.
Connelly & Collier
Cubbon & Associates Co., LPA
Frederickson, Heintschel & 
King Co., L.P.A.
Goranson, Parker & Bella Co., 
L.P.A.
Groth & Associates
LaValley, LaValley, Todak & 
Schaefer Co., L.P.A.
MacMillan, Sobanski & Todd, 
LLC
Malone, Ault & Farell
ProMedica Health System
Relman, Dane & Colfax PLLC
Reminger Co., L.P.A.
Spengler Nathanson P.L.L.
Spitler & Williams-Young Co., 
LPA
Thacker Robinson Zinz, LPA 
Widman & Franklin, LLC

Thurgood Marshall Giving 
Society - $5,000 or higher
Dana Corporate Foundation
Russell A.  Kelm
The LaValley Foundation

Leadership - $2,000 to $4,999
Anonymous
Cary Rodman Cooper
Joseph M. Heckendorn
Philip & Johnna McWeeny
Stephen C. Roach
Shumaker, Loop & Kendrick, 
LLP

The Reminger Foundation 
Company
Hon. Thomas J. & Elizabeth 
Tucker
Mechelle Zarou

Sustaining - $1,000 to $1,999
Allotta | Farley Co., L.P.A.
Anspach Meeks & Ellenberger 
LLP
Sandra Kay Bashore 
Jenifer A. Belt
R. Jeffrey Bixler
Aleta M. Bonini
Thacker Robinson Zinz, LPA
Robert W. Cabanski
Steven P. Collier
Contrada & Associates
Rick Goheen
Goranson Parker & Bella Co., 
L.P.A.
Hon. John P. Gustafson
John F. Hayward
Reginald S. Jackson, Jr.
Jingle Balls Band
LaValley, LaValley, Todak & 
Schaefer Co., L.P.A
Margaret J. Lockhart
John N. MacKay & Cynthia 
Rerucha
Malone, Ault & Farell
Marshall & Melhorn, LLC
Susan R. Martyn
Michael S. McGowan
John J. McHugh III
Andrew and Jena Miller
Martin E. Mohler
Susan Hartman Muska
Meghan Anderson Roth
Thomas J. Schaffer
Scheidel Foundation
John J. Siciliano
Spitler & Williams-Young Co., 
LPA
E. James Stengle, III
Joseph P. Thacker
Widman & Franklin LLC
Benefactor - $500 to $999
Johna Marie Bella
Billstein Family Foundation
William J. Bingle
Kevin J. Boissoneault
Jacqueline M. Boney
Charles E. Boyk
Jack J. Brady

Eric D. Britton
Cheri A. Budzynski
Bugbee & Conkle, LLP
Esteban R. Callejas
Carol Alison Contrada
David J. Coyle
Jennifer J. Dawson
Joseph Arthur Decker
Lori W. Decker
Scott G. Deller
Thomas P. Dillon
Stuart J. Goldberg
Roger W. Goranson
George Gusses
Scott Hamner
William H. Heywood, III
Roy A. Hulme
Paul A. Jarrell & Mary B. Lynch 
Jarrell
D. Lee Johnson, Jr.
KeyBank
Kathleen A. Kress
Justice Judith Ann Lanzinger
Daniel J. LaValley
Richard G. LaValley, Jr.
Brett Loney & Amy Waskowiak
Richard S. MacMillan
Richard R. Malone
Frank S. Merritt
William G. Meyer
Kevin C. Mulder
John K.  Nelson
Diane Ohns
Owens Illinois Fund of the 
Charities Foundation
Thomas W. Palmer
Christopher F. Parker
Jerome Phillips
Thomas G. Pletz
Bonnie R. Rankin
Christine Ann Reardon
Joseph A. Rideout
Gregory W. Robinette
Roetzel & Andress, L.P.A.
Stephen A. Rothschild
Jonathan D. Sandys
Robert V. and Leslie F. Sterling
Michael J. Todak
Hon. Mary Ann Whipple
Sheldon S. Wittenberg
Lisa A. Wurster
Marguerite E. Zinz

Supporting - $300 to $499
Heather L. Allred
Anonymous
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Janine T. Avila
Mr. & Mrs. William I. Barkan
Thomas C. Blank
James E. Brazeau
Kara Bruce
James G. Burkhardt
John H. Burson
Jonathan B. Cherry
Kyle Alison Cubbon
Stuart F. Cubbon
Randall C. Dixon
J. Randall Engwert
Andrew Fallat
Janis E. Susalla Foley
Gregory Gilchrist
Eileen M. Granata
Stevin J. Groth
Gregory J. Hamel
Anastasia K. Hanson
Pamela A. Hayman-Weaner
Heban, Sommer & Murphree, 
LLC
Dorothy J. Hill
Scot Hinshaw
Vaughn A. Hoblet, Sr.
Richard M. Kerger
Judith A. Leb
Gary and Beverly McBride
Marilyn Loch Parker
B. Janelle Butler Phifer
Jon D. Richardson
Robert S. Salem
Magistrate Bradley E. Sales
Steven R. Smith
Tyrone G. Sturdivant
Barbara J. Stutz
Robyn Traywick
Richard S. Walinski
Lucinda J. Weller
Patricia A. Wise
James E. Yavorcik
Hon. Norman & Hon. Connie 
Zemmelman
The Hon. Jack Zouhary & 
Kathleen Maher Zouhary

Advocate - $100 to $299
Howard and Sarah Abts
Albrechta & Coble Ltd.
Roman Arce
Magistrate Vernelis K. 
Armstrong
Gregory L. Arnold
Jonathan M. Ashton
Jude T. Aubry
M. Scott Aubry

Tim A. Ault
Laurie J. Avery
David R. Bainbridge
C. William Bair
C. Philip Baither, III
Chad R. Baker
Barber, Kaper, Stamm, 
Robinson & McWatters
Mark S. and Asha W. Barnes
D. Benjamin Barros
Cynthia Lynne Battles
Michael J. Beazley
Margaret G. Beck
Sharon Stine Beightol
Paul T. Belazis
Michael D. Bell
Pamela K. Billmaier
Magistrate John A. Blaufuss
John H. Boggs
Ryan H. Boggs
Samuel G. Bolotin
Boss and Vitou
Theodore A. Bowman
Vallie Bowman-English
Thomas D. Brainard
Marcia Briggs
Michael M. Briley
Susan Lizabeth Brotje
Marcus J. Brubaker
Thomas E. Cafferty
Magistrate Susan Cairl
John M. Carey
James D. Caruso
Shelley Cavalieri
Byron S. Choka
A. Thomas Christensen
Michael S. Clawson
David A. Cole
Joseph K. Cole
Clarice S. Coleman
Courtney K. Combs
Robert J. Comes
Kimberly A. Conklin
William M. Connelly
Mark A. Conrad
Nikoleta Cook
David Rodman Cooper
Ronald M. Cooperman
Martha and John Corcoran
C. Craig Covrett
Julie Coyle
Sabrina Crabtree
Nicholas J Cron
Steven L. Crossmock
Hon. Denise Navarre Cubbon

John Czarnecki
Stephen M. Dane
Michael P. Dansack, Jr.
Gabrielle Davis
Joseph P. Dawson
Katherine Stone Decker
Charlon Kaye Dewberry
Cassandra M. Dohar
Brandi L. Doniere
Renisa Annette Dorner
Thomas S. Douglas
Kathleen M. Druckenmiller
Andria Dorsten Ebert
William C. Eickholt
Richard F. Ellenberger
Bradley C. Elrod
Gregg W. Emch
Donna M. Engwert-Loyd
Katherine Erford
Dr. James E. Evans
Gregory C. Farell
Kevin M. Ferguson
William G. Fischer
Barry W. Fissel
Hon. Ruth Ann Franks
Craig F. Frederickson
Frederickson, Heintschel & 
King Co., L.P.A.
Amy Lynn Fry
Sharon M. Fulop
Thomas W. Gallagher
Rosa Garcia
M. Catherine Garcia-Feehan
Thomas M. George
Patricia Geraghty
Ted C. Gillespie
Hon. George M. Glasser
Michael A. Gonzalez
Hon. Michael R. Goulding
Cheryl L. Green
Truman A. Greenwood
Jenna G. Grubb
Michael W. Guess
Janet E. Hales
Elizabeth J. Hall
Heather L. Hall
Hon. Peter M. & Claudia 
Handwork
Dick and Patricia Hanusz
Gary M. Harden
Katie R. Harris
Michael E. Heffernan
Norman A. Heineman
Thomas W. Heintschel
David T. Henderson
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Patricia Y. Hernandez
Benjamin Z. Heywood
Bonita S. Hoffman
James H. Holzhauer
Kaitlin L. Hoop
Sandra Marie Hylant
James H. Irmen
Frank D. Jacobs
Mark I. Jacobs
Marvin K. Jacobs
Patricia A. Jacobs
Debra M. Jennings
Regina M. Joseph
Cherrefe A. Kadri
Richard A. Karcher
John C. Keenehan
Robin M. Kennedy
Kevin J. Kenney
Kenneth K. Kilbert
Thomas P. Killam
Sophia Kim
Douglas W. King
Cindy M. Kirby
Patricia J. Kleeberger
Robert Alan Koenig
Alan S. Konop
Hon. Louis S. Kovacs
Gerald R. Kowalski
Paul M. Kraus
Kroger
David L. Kuhl
Jeffrey C. Kuhn
Jon A. Lafferty
Bradley John Lagusch, Hon. 
Joshua W. Lanzinger
Peter N. Lavalette
Tammy Geiger Lavalette
Elizabeth A. LaValley
Lisa Leis
Robert M. Leonardi
Anita Levin
Marilyn Brenner Levine
John M. Liming
Carla A. Lombardo
Ann Longsworth-Orr
Jacob M. Lowenstein
Jay J. Lowenstein
Dennis A. Lyle
Ann Maciejewski
Thomas G. Mackin
Nicholas D. Malone
Marsha Ann Manahan
Michael J. Manahan
Catherine B. Martineau
Veronica L. Martinez

Andrew R. Masse
Kenneth J. Mauer
Hon. Christine E. Mayle
C. Thomas McCarter
Hon. C. Allen McConnell
Hon. Frederick H. McDonald
Tom McDonald & Liz Facey
Dr. A. John McSweeny
Jevne C. Meader
James Meadows
Estela Melendez
Meredith L. Mercurio
Michael S. Messenger
W. Robert Midden
J. Peter Millon
Edward T. Mohler
Eugenio Mollo, Jr.
Timothy James Murnen
Leslie Murray
Dan Nathan
Jacqueline Susanne Nathan
Carter P. Neff
James D. Neumeyer
Niehaus, Kalas & Hinshaw, Ltd.
Adam S. Nightingale
Drew A. Nitschke
Stephen D. Nitschke
Tina Nordyke
Suzanne Belot Norton
Chase D. Novack
David W. Nunn
James G. O’Brien
David L. O’Connell
Gary W. Osborne
Hon. S. Dwight Osterud
Mark A. Ozimek
Laurie J. Pangle
Rudolph A. Peckinpaugh, Jr.
James M. Perlman
David L. Petitjean
Hon. Donald Z. Petroff
Lisa E. Pizza
Nicole B. Porter
Joyce Quinlivan
Mona Rafeeq
Brian W. Randolph
Geoffrey Rapp
Barbara A. Rath
David J. Rectenwald
Joan H. Rife
Buzz Roberts
Jane E. Roman
Mark H. Rose
Peter G. Rost
Phillip A. Rotman, II

Sally Rumbaugh
Stephen M. Sadowski
Emily C. Samlow
Michael S. Scalzo
James E. Schaefer
Hon. Lynn H. and 
Stephen Schaefer
Charles R. Schaub
Bryan Schermerhorn
Thomas G. Schlageter
Philip L. Schmidt
Donald A. Schurr
Robert M. Scott
John D. Scouten
Dr. Ruth E. Searles
Laurie Shasteen
Catherine Sheets
Shindler Neff, LLP
Rebecca E. & Gregory J. Shope
Gregory S. Shumaker
Jean Ann S. Sieler
James P. Silk, Jr.
Peter R. Silverman
David J. Simko
Jeffrey Simmons
Hon. Arlene S. Singer
Jen and Mark Skeldon
Sarah K. Skow
Anthony P. Sloma
Stephen J. Snider
Mark J. Sobanski
Robert & Mary Sobecki
Thomas A. Sobecki
Michele Soliz
Matthew C. Spaulding
Joseph A. Stancati
Stephen J. Stanford
Harold M. Steinberg
Daniel J. Steinbock
Rebecca J. Steinhauser
David P. Strup
Peggy Mattimoe Sturgeon
Joseph R. Tafelski & Jennifer 
Teschner
Nirakar Chand Thakur, Jr.
Mercedes Thompson
Dr. Warren & Patricia Tipton
Kimberly J. Todd
Kelly J. Tomlinson
Joseph W. Tucker
Robert C. Tucker
Carrie L. Urrutia
Trevor P. Van Berkom
Craig J. Van Horsten
Michael A. Vanderhorst
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Mark D. Wagoner, Jr.
Glenn Wasielewski
Jennifer Wedge
Dawn Marie Wenk
Julia Smith Wiley
Keith A. Wilkowski
Brian R. Williams
Vernos J. Williams
Laura A. Wilson
Sara L. Wisniewski
Sara J. Yaklin
Lami H. Youssef-Coyle
Christopher Adam Zografides
Thomas G. Zraik

Friend – Up to $99
Aly Sterling Philanthropy
Jacques G. Amar
Elizabeth Ames
Joyce Anagnos
Carl W. Anderson
James C. Anderson
Todd Phillip Anderson
Brittany H. Asmus
Wendy Maria Aviña
Gregory E. Bakies
Timothy F. Barker
Dr. Jamie Barlowe
Thomas & Victoria Bartlett
Steven Bechtel
Jennifer Behnfeldt
Gayle K. Beier
Michael J. Berebitsky
Vibha Bhalla
Kaser Sabiha Bhatti
Jessica L. Bilius
Kimberly Bogedain-Tiley
Janet Boswell
Michael W. Bragg
Laura Breyman
Angelita Cruz Bridges & 
Jonathan Bridges
Anne Marie Brossia
Emily Montgomery Brown
Timothy J. Brown
Matthew B. Bryant
Christopher Buck
Donna Canino
Tonya Carr
Madeline E. Clark
Robert Cole
George J. Conklin
Amanda L. Coyle
Crecia Decker
David A. Dennis
Joshua D. Didion

Gary R. Diesing
Jonathan F. Dinan
Anthony B. DiSalle
Hon. Charles J. Doneghy
Lisa Dorsten
James A. Duggan
Hon. Myron Colbie Duhart II
Jodi Earl
Stephen P. Evans
Cindy Fellman
James V. Ferris
Dr. Thomas H. Fine
Elizabeth M. Foley
Denise Ford Saxon
Brittany Ford
Kara Ford
Susan and Jonathan Frantz
Richard & Elaine Friedmar
Allen Gallant
Corinne Gaubert
Marin Gaubert
Henry J. Geha, III
Mark C. Geudtner
Juanita Gonzalez
Barbara Goodman
C. Drew Griffith
Teresa Grigsby
Allison M. Groth
Toby Grytafey
Andrea Gurcsik
Teresa K. Hagedorn
Christopher J. Hallett
Mark M. Hamilton
Andrew Heberling
Richard W. Heck
Mark R. Heller
Bretta Hemleben
Kayla L. Henderson
Margaret Hiett
Holly L. Hillyer
Zachary J. Hillyer
William D. Holt
Timothy J. Horne
Monica Y. Hoskins
Valerie Bruce Hovland
Nicholas S. Jacoby
Kyle P.  Jazwiecki
James R. Jeffery
Gary and Jeanne Johns
Carrie A. Johnson
Stephen B. Johnston
Hon. Paul Jomantas
Shaulonda D. Jones
Hassanayn M. Joseph
Janet G. Keener

Cheryl A. Khalaf
Treveror King
Taylor Knight
Jessica Knouse
Aaron L. Kovacs
John Kraus
Jeanette M. Kuhn
Anthony Kukwa
Patricia Hayden Kurt
John A. Landry
Melissa S. LaRocco
Jane Larsen
Elizabeth M. Laurer
Tanya R. Likens
Nicolas A. Linares
Mark S. Lindberg
Amy Luck
Thomas A. Lupica
James F. Machen
Mariella M. Machen
Lisa L. Mantel
Irma Martinez
Olivia Mata
Susan D. McClay
Deborah McCloskey
Jennifer A. McHugh
Amanda L. Mercer
Michelle Meyer
Leah O. Michael
Robert A. Miller
Aaron D. Misthal
Mark Nicholas Mogavero
Donald J. Moracz
Hon. Maria Morgan
Amy McLean Natyshak
Nancy Nava-Wade
Ean T. Nelson
Shawn Nelson
Susan B. Nelson
James F. Nooney
Joan and Maurice O’Connell
Marsha Olivarez
Said Orra
Arturo Ortiz
John K. Pardee, III
Alex Parent
Kara Wanstrath Perry
Erin Peterson
Milton E. Pommeranz
Ann M. Pulford
Paul A. Radon
Hon. M. Scott Ramey
Fidel Ramos, Jr.
Mara J. Rendina
James B. Restivo
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2017 Northwest Ohio Access to 
Justice Awards Dinner

The Access to Justice Awards Dinner 
recognized individuals and organizations that 
dramatically improved the lives of people living 
in poverty. During the Toledo event on May 10 at 
the Pinnacle, Mia Birdsong, co-director of the 
national Family Story, was the keynote speaker. 
She emphasized the importance of advocacy in 
helping to empower low-income people.

Steven P. Collier, of Collier Law Group, LLP, 
received the Public Interest Law Award for 
initiating the Aging Out Program. The program 
assists foster children as they turn 18 and are 
deemed independent by law, but still need 
guidance as they enter adulthood.

Olivia Holden, Executive Director of Assets 
Toledo, received the Community Advocacy 
Award. The nonprofit organization offers 
training and support for small business owners 
and future professionals. Olivia works tirelessly 
to provide economic empowerment for all. 

And, Russell A. Kelm received the 
Distinguished Service Award for his longtime 
advocacy for the rights of disadvantaged 
people. He was a managing attorney for ABLE 
during the organization’s early years and 
continues to champion their rights today.

We extend our appreciation to the organizing 
volunteers, sponsors and guests for making this 
a successful event.

Steven P. Collier Olivia Holden Russell A. KelmMia Birdsong

W. David Arnold & 
Patricia J. Robb
Tonya M. Robinson
Carly Ronski
Paula Ross
Kevin Russ
Jesus R. Salas
Sally Salazar
Sandra B. Scherf
Taylor N. Schmaltz
Daniel Sczesny
Alicia Searle
Lindsey Self
Megan Benner Senecal
Jonathan M. Sheehan
Marc V. Simon
Aisha Sleiman
Lisa Dawn Small
David M. Smigelski
Carol A. Sobczak
Steven Paul Spitler

Nicholas T. Stack
Sarah E. Stephens
Harold L. Stevens
Christopher Stieben
Robin Stone
Karl E. Strauss
Reem Subei
Jeffrey W. Swiech
Joan C. Szuberla
Stephen M. Szuch
Deborah Sue Tassie
George A. Thomas
Chad M. Thompson
Alex K. Treece
Jose J. Trujillo
Elizabeth Ujvagi
Thomas and Joan Van Auken
Julita L. Varner
Carmen Vega-Perez
Laura Vogtsberger de Rivera
David A. Wallingford

John S. Wasung
Shakela Watkins
Bradley R. Waugh
William H. Webster
Jessica Weinberg
Kenneth J. White
Sabrina R. Widman
Grant W. Wilkinson
Donna J Williamson
David G. Wise
Cheryl F. Wolff and 
Richard E. Wolff
Fairie L. Woods
Hon. Stephen A. Yarbrough
John William Yerman, Jr.
Denise Zanni
Lisa Zapata
Maria Zapiecki
Denise Zeller
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Co-Chairs 
Margaret J. Lockhart
E. James Stengle, III

Steering Committee
William J. Bingle
Pamela A. Borgess
David J. Coyle
Reginald S. Jackson, Jr.
Patricia Hayden Kurt
Peter N. Lavalette
Marc S. Levin
Marilyn Brenner Levine
David P. Mann
Andrew R. Mayle
Andrew W. Miller
Thomas W. Palmer
Sarah K. Skow
John J. Siciliano
Mary K. Sobecki
Robert V. Sterling
Thomas P. Timmers
Keith A. Wilkowski
Patricia A. Wise
Hon. James Barber, Retired, 
Fulton County Court of 
Common Pleas
Margarita DeLeon,  Volunteer
Mike Hampton, Volunteer,
Reentry Coalition of Northwest 
Ohio
Hon. Paula Hicks-Hudson, 
Mayor, City of Toledo
Cherrefe Kadri, Attorney 
at Law
Laura Lloyd-Jenkins,
Lucas County Administrator
Hon. Matthew Reger,
Wood County Court of 
Common Pleas

Sponsors
Senior Partner - $5,000
Comfortline
LaValley, LaValley, Todak &
Schaefer Co., L.P.A.

Partner - $2,500
Buckeye Broadband
Lexus of Toledo
Owens Corning
Owens-Illinois
Shumaker, Loop & 
Kendrick, LLP

Associate - $1,500
Area Office on Aging of 
Northwestern Ohio
R. Jeffrey and 
Kathleen R. Bixler
The Blade
Dana Incorporated
Eastman & Smith Ltd.
Fulton County Bar Association 
and Fulton County Law Library
Gallon Takacs Boissoneault & 
Schaffer Co., L.P.A.
Gilmore, Jasion & Mahler, LTD
H.O.T. Graphic Services
Law Enforcement Trust Fund,
Julia Bates, Lucas County 
Prosecutor
Lucas Metropolitan Housing 
Authority
Malone, Ault & Farell
Marathon Petroleum 
Corporation
Marshall & Melhorn, LLC
Murray & Murray Co., LPA
Niehaus, Wise & Kalas, Ltd.
ProMedica
RCO Law – Robison, Curphey 
& O’Connell
Thacker Robinson Zinz, LPA
The Trust Company of Toledo
Toledo Bar Association
Toledo Community Foundation
UBS Financial Services
University of Toledo College 
of Law
USI Insurance Services
Weber & Sterling LLC
Zoll & Kranz, LLC

Contributor - $1,000
Ability Center of Greater 
Toledo
Anspach Meeks Ellenberger, 
LLP
Greenfield, Killam & Frank, Ltd.
Maloney, McHugh and 
Kolodgy, Ltd.
Joseph R. Tafelski & Jennifer 
Teschner
Toledo Fair Housing Center
Toledo Lucas County 
Port Authority
Widman & Franklin LLC

Supporter - $500
Adelante, the Latino Resource 
Center Inc.
American Interiors
Borgess Law, LLC
Esteban R. Callejas
Cherry Street Mission 
Ministries
The Collaborative, Inc.
Contrada & Associates
Delta Dental
First American Title Company
Glass City Federal Credit Union
Hylant Group
Law Offices of Cherrefe A. 
Kadri
KeyBank
John F. Kolbeck
MacMillan, Sobanski & Todd, 
LLC
Mayle, Ray & Mayle LLC
Midland Title & Escrow LTD
Kevin C. Mulder
NPI - Neighborhood 
Properties, Inc.
Ohio Legal Assistance 
Foundation (OLAF)
Rankin Law Office, LLC
Relman, Dane & Colfax PLLC
St. Luke’s Hospital
Spartan Chemical Company
Spengler Nathanson P.L.L.
State Bank and Trust Company
E. James Stengle, III
The Toledo Journal
Thurgood Marshall Law 
Association
Toledo Lucas County 
Public Library
Toledo Women’s Bar 
Association
Turley, Peppel & Timmers, LLC
Tybo & Mary Jo Wilhelms
United Way of Greater Toledo
Waterford Bank
Wood County Bar Association
Zepf Community Mental 
Health Center
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When participants join in the 
5K Race for Justice they run 
to support the Medical-Legal 
Partnership for Children, an 
ABLE project. 

Donations received from 
the race help us to address 
social issues and conditions 
at home that negatively affect 
children’s health. 

We give thanks to the 
Emerging Leaders Council 
for organizing the event and 
appreciate sponsors that 
support the MLPC’s mission.

Cabinet
Co-Chairs
Dorian Slaybod
Robert C. Tucker

Steering Committee 
Wendy Aviña
Adam Borgman
Brandi Doniere
Gretchen Esselstein
Kara Ford
Heather Hall
Scot Hinshaw
Melissa LaRocco
Siccorah Martin
Andrew Mayle
Andrew Miller
Colleen Neary
Stephen D. Nitschke
Lindsey Self
Julie Shope
Sarah Skow
Karl Strauss
Shaun Strong
Reem Subei
Wednesday Szollosi
Jason Van Dam

Volunteers
Kristen Angelo
David Arnold
Jennifer Behnfeldt
Jim Bingle
Aneel Chablani
Andria Dorsten Ebert
Rosa Garcia
Holly Hillyer
Melissa LaRocco
Dan Nathan
Colleen Neary
Steve Nitschke
Becca Nowak
Cathie Patterson
Janelle Phifer
Andi Pietraszak
Patricia Robb
Tonya Robinson
Emily Samlow
Sarah K. Skow
Karl Strauss
Tracey Tangeman
George Thomas
Kelly Tomlinson
Jason Van Dam
Lucinda Weller
Kaleigh Zenz

Sponsors
Hero for Justice
HCR ManorCare

Champion for Justice
First Solar
Robison, Curphey & O’Connell

Advocate for Justice
Anspach Meeks Ellenbarger 
LLP
LaValley, LaValley, Todak & 
Schaefer Co., LPA
Thacker Robinson Zinz, LPA
USI Insurance (Brooks)

Friend of Justice
Connelly & Collier

Friend for Justice
9 Round
Bunda, Stutz & DeWitt
Casey & Slaybod
M. Catherine Garcia-Feehan
Charles E. Boyk Law Offices, 
LLC
Cubbon & Associates Co., LPA
Groth & Associates
Key Realty
Law Offices of Jennifer J. 
Antonini
Law Offices of Susan Hartman 
Muska
Lindsey Self 
Mohler Law, Ltd. 
Julie Shope
Kevin C. Mulder
Kisling, Nestico & Redick
Niehaus, Wise & Kalas
Andria Dorsten Ebert
Heather Hall
Joseph R. Tafelski

In-kind
Lamar

Donations
ACT Ohio
George J. Conklin
John S. Hills
Edward T. Mohler
Frank S. Merritt
John T. Stelzer

Special Thanks
Allied Media Group
Brenda Belair-Vandegrift,
H.O.T. Graphic Services
Brooke Genson,
H.O.T. Graphic Services

Susan Frantz, Emergent 
Design Ideas
Carmen Vega-Perez, ABLE
Sara J. Yaklin



15

Individuals
Lisa Ann Amend, Marathon Petroleum 
Corporation
Larry A. Barden, Sidley Austin, LLP
Omar Chaudhary, Owens Corning
David C. Durst, Dana Incorporated
Richard Jason Fine, Dana Incorporated
Gary M. Golden, Dana Incorporated
Joseph M. Heckendorn, Dana Incorporated
Mary B. Hevener, Morgan Lewis & Bockius LLP
Sylvester Holmes, Dana Incorporated
Robert W. Johnson, Perrysburg 
Title Agency, Inc. 
Kenneth K. Kilbert, University of 
Toledo College of Law
Stephen K. Krull, Millder Diversified
Marc S. Levin & Terrell Allen, Dana Incorporated
Douglas H. Liedberg, Dana Incorporated
Paul M. Renberg, Dana Incorporated
Phillip A. Rotman, II, Dana Incorporated
Tina R. Schlievert, Dana Incorporated
Bonnie Schneider, Dana Incorporated

Robert W. Spencer, Jr., Dana Incorporated
Joseph A. Stancati, Dana Companies, LLC
Catherine White, The Andersons, Inc. 
Lisa A. Wurster, Dana Incorporated

Firms
Axa Matrix Risk Consultants, Armand Fernandez
Calfee, Halter, & Griswold, LLP, Neil J. Whitford
Covington & Burling, LLP, Peter Flanagan
Crowell & Moring, LLP, Scott Winkelman
Focus Business Solutions, Inc., James Clarke
Hunton & Williams, LLP, Kevin Georgerian
Hylant Group, Sue Eidenier
Latham & Watkins, LLP, Howard Rosenblatt
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius, LLP, Timothy W. Levin
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison, LLP, 
John J. O’Neil
Perkins Coie, LLP, Matthew J. Gehringer
Rehmann Comprehensive Financial Services, 
Paul Abendroth
Sidley Austin, LLP, Timothy F. Bergen
Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati Foundation, 
Gail A. McFall  

2017 Corporate Counsel Legal Aid Fund
The Corporate Counsel Legal Aid Fund was created to involve more 
corporate and in-house attorneys in supporting the work of ABLE and LAWO. 
This fund is used to support a full-time attorney with the Medical-Legal 
Partnership for Children in Toledo. We thank contributors to this fund.

Chair
Robert Salem

Vice-Chair
Meghan Anderson 
Roth

Council
D. Benjamin Barros
Paul Belazis
Jenifer A. Belt
Matthew Black

Pamela Borgess
James Brazeau
Steven Collier
Cary R. Cooper
David J. Coyle
Jennifer Dawson
Janet E. Hales
Scott Hamner
Joseph Heckendorn
Paul Hollenbeck

Reginald S. Jackson
Mary Lynch Jarrell
Marc Levin
Margaret Lockhart
Thomas McCarter
Gregory Meyers
Jane Moore
Kevin C. Mulder
Fr. Charles Ritter
Thomas Schaffer

John Siciliano
Sarah K. Skow
Dorian Slaybod
Mary Sobecki
E. James Stengle
Aly Sterling
Robert V. Sterling
Joseph R. Tafelski
Robert C. Tucker
Patricia A. Wise

The Development Advisory Council assists the development staff in securing individual and 
corporate gifts, sponsorships, and trusts and bequests to sustain our programs. The committee, 
comprised of professionals, legal, business, academic, and philanthropic leaders, also work 
to ensure that ABLE and LAWO maintain their strong presence in the greater Toledo area. We 
appreciate their dedication to advancing our missions.

Northwest Ohio Development 
Advisory Council
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50th Anniversary, Campaign for 
Equal Justice, annual events and 
One City benefitted the Greater 
Dayton Area
2017 was an extraordinary year for the 
Greater Dayton Area as the generosity of local 
individuals, foundations and corporations 
supported two campaigns that together raised 
more than $1.4 million, exceeding its $1 million 
goal to support our programs. 

The 50 Years of Fairness & Justice Campaign 
recognized the 50th Anniversary of legal aid 
assistance in the community. Proceeds from 
the campaign will be used to provide legal help 
to an additional 1,000 clients over the next 
five years. In past years, about 40% of people 
seeking legal services have been turned away 
due to limited funding.

Funds raised through the 2017 Campaign 
for Equal Justice ensure that free legal 
assistance is available to eligible low-income 
and disadvantaged area residents served by 
ABLE, LAWO and their partner the Greater 
Dayton Volunteer Lawyers Project. Without 
their services, many individuals and families 
would go without any legal assistance at all. 
Proceeds from the Access to Justice Awards 
Celebration and Justice on Tap! are included 
in the campaign total of $175,375.

In addition, One City, a fundraiser in 
conjunction with the City of Dayton provided 
$11,795 that was donated to help ABLE uphold 
the legal rights of low-income immigrants who 
are living in the Dayton area.

We are grateful for the contributions of many 
supporters who have helped us to continue 
providing legal services to people in need.

2017 Miami Valley Campaigns

50 Years of Fairness & Justice Campaign
More than $1.3 million 
were contributed to the 
50 Years of Fairness 
& Justice Campaign 
that commemorated 
the golden anniversary 
of legal aid services 
provided to Dayton area 
residents. The funds 
will be used to expand 
legal assistance in the 
community.

Dayton’s legal aid began when Lloyd H. O’Hara 
was president of the Dayton Bar Association. He 
proposed the development of an organization 
that would provide free legal assistance to 
indigent residents of the community. Ten 
previous Bar presidents wrote to members 
urging them to reject the proposal. Undaunted, 
Mr. O’Hara wrote members urging them to 
support his efforts.  By ballot vote, legal aid won 

70% approval, according 
to Dayton Barristers in the 
Second Half of the Twentieth 
Century.

On April 14, 1967, the 
Dayton Legal Aid Society 
was formed. By 2004, it had 
grown into LAWO and ABLE, 
nonprofit law firms that 
continue to provide free legal 
assistance to thousands of 

disadvantaged Dayton area residents each year.

In honor of legal aid’s heritage, the 50 Years 
of Fairness & Justice campaign was launched. 
Robert M. Curry of Thompson Hine LLP and 
Susan R. Bridgman of Field Aerospace led 
the campaign with assistance from honorary 
chairs and a fundraising cabinet. Donations 
were received from major donors, the legal 
community, corporations, and foundations. 

Robert M. Curry
Co-chair

Susan R. Bridgman
Co-chair



17

Campaign Leadership
Honorary Chairs
Brother Raymond L. Fitz
D. Jeffrey Ireland
Mont. Co. Commissioner 
Deborah A. Lieberman
Hon. Walter H. Rice

Campaign Co-Chairs
Susan R. Bridgman
Robert M. Curry

Steering Committee
Susan R. Bridgman
Jeffrey T. Cox
Robert M. Curry
Jenny Goldberg and the team 
at Aly Sterling Philanthropy
Janet E. Hales
Karla Garrett Harshaw
Kevin C. Mulder
Lynn M. Reynolds
Patricia J. Robb
Joseph R. Tafelski

Cabinet Members
Khadijah H. Ali
Susan Blasik-Miller
Christopher R. Conard
Jeffrey T. Cox
Dale E. Creech, Jr.
Jan Rudd-Goenner
Jonathan Hollingsworth
Dennis A. Lieberman
Laura K. Nyquist
Mary Ann Poirier Recker 
David N. Reed
Lynn M. Reynolds
Walter Reynolds
Donna L. Smith
Donna S. Tweel
Gary J. Weston
David P. Williamson

Golden Leader of Fairness & 
Justice - $500,000 and up
Dayton Legal Heritage 
Foundation of the Dayton 
Foundation

Golden Hero - $50,000 and up
ABLE and LAWO Boards of 
Trustees and Staff
The Dayton Foundation
Dinsmore & Shohl LLP
Thompson Hine LLP

Golden Advocate - $25,000
and up
The CareSource Foundation
Coolidge Wall Co., L.P.A.
Cox Media Group Ohio
Robert and Donna Miles Curry

Faruki Ireland Cox Rhinehart & 
Dusing P.L.L.
Freund, Freeze & Arnold
PNC Bank
Premier Health
University of Dayton
WilmerHale, LLP

Lloyd O’Hara Golden Giving 
Society - $10,000 and up
Auman, Mahan & Furry, LPA
Bieser Greer & Landis LLP
Susan & Chuck Bridgman
Janet and Vernon Fernandes
Kindred Hospital – Dayton
Gary & Mary Ann Recker
Dr. Anne Reddington
Sam L. Rinehart, CFP, CLU
Jan Rudd-Goenner
Sebaly Shillito + Dyer
Donna L. Smith
Taft Stettinius & Hollister LLP
The Frank M. Tait Foundation

Golden Fellow - $5,000 and up
Bricker & Eckler LLP
Nathan Croumer & Jeff Pizza
Steve & Jennifer Elleman
Francesco & Kathleen Ferrante
First Financial Bank
Jonathan & LindaHollingsworth
KeyBank
Laura K. Nyquist
Joseph R. Tafelski & 
Jennifer Teschner

Golden Supporter - $1,000 
and up
Anonymous
Susan Blasik-Miller & 
Magistrate Arvin Miller
Wray & Elizabeth Blattner
Robert & Leesa Comparin
Christopher R. Conard

Dale E. Creech, Jr.
James J. Elacqua
Timothy and Karla Garrett 
Harshaw
Caroline Gentry
J. Stephen Herbert
Jon Hoak and Fran Evans
Gary J. Leppla
Deborah & Dennis Lieberman
Barry Luse
Kevin C. Mulder & Beatrice 
Maugeri
Leslie Murray and Alan 
Griffiths
David Neuhardt & Sharen 
Swartz Neuhardt
Jane and David Novick
Tim and Teri O’Connell
Hon. Walter H. Rice & 
Magistrate (Ret.) Bonnie 
Beamon Rice
David & Terry Williamson
Hon. William H. Wolff, Jr. & 
Marie (Penny) Wolff
Additional Donors
Khadijah H. Ali
Carl W. Anderson
Anonymous
Anonymous
W. David Arnold & 
Patricia J. Robb
Wendy M. Aviña
Timothy F. Barker
Lenora G. Barry
Kelli A. Bartlett
Sandra K. Bashore
Jennifer Behnfeldt
Carmen Beltran
Kaser S. Bhatti
Kimberly S. Bogedain-Tiley
Byron K. Bonar
Janet L. Boswell
Margaret E.G. Bowers
Karen D. Bradley
Laura J. Breyman
Marcia L. Briggs
Chanda Brown
Emily M. Brown
Janelle Butler Phifer
Donna Canino
Frank P. Catanzariti
Robert A. Cole
Robert J. Comes
Brooks A. Compton
Nikoleta Cook
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Sabrina M. Crabtree
Matthew N. Currie
Scott S. Davies
Rachel Eve G. Davis
Dayton Bar Association
Crecia Decker
Catherine A. Dempsey
Katherine S. Erford
Alejandra Espino
Lee C. Falke
Cindy L. Fellman
Twila R. Ferguson
Hazel Foley
Kara N. Ford
Susan and Jonathan Frantz
Cindy J. Fry
Joel and Angela Frydman
Rosa Garcia
Patricia A. Geraghty
Juanita Gonzalez
Elizabeth E. Gorman
Toby R. Grytafey
Janet E. Hales
Heather L. Hall
Jonathan B. Hanselman
Colette Harrison
Pamela A. Hayman-Weaner
Mark R. Heller
Bretta L. Hemleben
Patricia Y. Hernandez
John F. Hall
Lisa Hanauer & Sue Spiegel
Dorothy J. Hill
Holly L. Hillyer
Zachary J. Hillyer
Stanley A. Hirtle
Bonita S. Hoffman
Monica Y. Hoskins
Tonya J. Hunter
Elizabeth M. Jackson
Ellis Jacobs
Debra M. Jennings
Gary and Jeanne Johns
Tera Johnson
Taylor Jones, Jr.
Hassanayn M. Joseph

John C. Keenehan
Kathleen C. Kersh
Scott A. King
Melissa S. LaRocco
Debra A. Lavey
Lisa A. Leis
Phyllis Lesley
Tanya R. Likens
Mark S. Lindberg
Mariella M. Machen
Ann M. Maciejewski
Hon. William H. MacMillan, Jr.
Lisa L. Mantel
Maria Irma Martinez
Veronica L. Martinez
Olivia Mata
Lisa L. McIntosh
Estela Melendez
Mark N. Mogavero
Eugenio Mollo, Jr.
Nancy Nava-Wade
Ean Nelson
Sarvani P. Nicolosi
Tina R. Nordyke
Marsha O. Olivarez
Arturo Ortiz
Maria A. Otero
Alex Parent
Upendra K. Patel
Victor H. Perez
Ann M. Pulford
Jacqueline R. Radebaugh
Jessica A. Ramos
Kristina R. Roush
Sally J. Rumbaugh
Barbara L. Sager
Jesus R. Salas
Sally Salazar
Denise Ford Saxon
Alan and Beth Schaeffer
Thomas J. Schaffer
Bryan W. Schermerhorn
Taylor N. Schmaltz
Lynette F. Searcy
Megan Benner Senecal
Bonnie S. Shane

Laurie A. Shasteen
Carl D. Sherrets
Jeffrey Simmons
Sarah K. Skow
Aisha N. Sleiman
Gerard D. Sowar
Mr. and Mrs. James D. Stahler
Ellen M. Stafford
Lu Ann Stanley
Rebecca J. Steinhauser
Robert V. and Leslie F. Sterling
Christopher Stieben
Denise Mueller Stollings
Reem Subei
Pamela Sullivan
George A. Thomas
Mercedes A. Thompson
Robyn A. Traywick
Jose J. Trujillo
Julita L. Varner
J. Michael Vassar
Carmen L. Vega-Perez
Patricia F. Vince
Laura Vogtsberger de Rivera
Joseph K. Warden
Shakela Watkins
Kathryn A. Watson
Shunta Weatherspoon
Jennifer Wedge
Lucinda J. Weller
Sabrina R. Widman
Cara J. Williams
Patricia A. Wise
Hon. Mary L. Wiseman
Wittenberg University 
Department of World 
Languages and Cultures
Fairie L. Woods
Denise R. Zanni
Lisa M. Zapata
Maria T. Zapiecki
Mechelle Zarou
Paul E. Zimmer

Advocates for Basic 
Legal Equality, Inc.

Legal Aid of Western 
Ohio, Inc.®
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ABLE LAWOGDVLP

Campaign 
Leadership and 
Committee Members
Campaign for Equal 
Justice Co-Chairs
Jeffrey T. Cox, Faruki 
Ireland Cox Rhinehart & 
Dusing P.L.L.
Lynn M. Reynolds, Faruki 
Ireland Cox Rhinehart & 
Dusing P.L.L.

Access to Justice Awards 
Celebration Co-Chairs
Merle F. Wilberding, Coolidge 
Wall Co., L.P.A.
Susan Newhart Elliott, 
University of Dayton School of 
Law

Justice on Tap! Co-Chairs 
and Committee
Shannon K. Bockelman, 
Freund, Freeze & Arnold – Co-
Chair
Christina J. Back, Pickrel, 
Schaeffer & Ebeling, LPA – 
Co-Chair
Kevin C. Quinlan
Steven D. Strain
Michelle T. Sundgaard

Additional Development 
Committee Members
Timothy G. Rice
Michelle T. Sundgaard
Marie (Penny) Wolff

Campaign Ambassadors
Michael A. Baer
Susan Blasik-Miller
Shannon K. Bockelman
Jeffrey T. Cox
A. Nathan Croumer
Robert M. Curry
Scott S. Davies
Edward J. (Ned) Dowd
Karen T. Dunlevey
James W. Kelleher
James G. Kordik
Mary E. Lentz
Dennis A. Lieberman
Jane M. Lynch
Walter Reynolds
Jean M. Steigerwald
Nicholas E. Subashi

Thomas P. Whelley, II
Merle F. Wilberding
David P. Williamson

Pillar of Justice
$15,000+
Thompson Hine LLP
WilmerHale, LLP

Advocate of Justice
$10,000+
PNC Bank

Platinum
$7,500+
Faruki Ireland Cox Rhinehart & 
Dusing PLL

Gold
$5,000+
Coolidge Wall Co., L.P.A.
Dinsmore & Shohl LLP

Silver
$2,500+
Bieser Greer & Landis, LLP
The CareSource Foundation
Dayton Bar Association 
Foundation
Fifth Third Bank
Freund, Freeze & Arnold, LPA
Garrett T. Gall
LexisNexis
Porter Wright Morris & Arthur 
and Hubert A. & Gladys C. 
Estabrook Charitable Trust
Surdyk Dowd & Turner Co. LPA
Merle F. Wilberding

Bronze
$1,250+
Wray & Elizabeth Blattner
Larry Y. Chan
Jeffrey T. Cox
Robert M. Curry
Dungan & LeFevre Co., LPA
Johnson Investment Counsel
Scott A. King
Kathryn A. Lamme
Pickrel Schaeffer & Ebeling 
Co., LPA

Lynn M. Reynolds
Rogers & Greenberg LLP
Sebaly Shillito + Dyer, LPA
Sinclair Community College
University of Dayton School of 
Law
Taft Stettinius & Hollister, LLP

Copper
$1,000+
Anonymous
The Dayton Foundation
Karen T. Dunlevey
First Financial Bank
Flanagan Lieberman Hoffman 
& Swaim
Greater Dayton Regional 
Transit Authority
Greene County Bar Association
Christine M. Haaker
Karla Garrett Harshaw
Jackson Lewis, P.C.
LCNB National Bank
Maureen A. Lynch & Richard 
Lapedes
Montgomery County Board of 
Commissioners
Sheriff Phil Plummer
Premier Health Partners
Hon. Walter H. Rice & 
Magistrate (Ret.) Bonnie Rice
Subashi & Wildermuth
Wright-Patt Credit Union Inc.

$500
Anonymous
Anonymous
Michael A. Baer
Susan Blasik-Miller & 
Magistrate Arvin Miller
Bricker & Eckler LLP
Susan R. Bridgman
City of Dayton Police 
Department
Dayton City Paper
Dayton Heidelberg 
Distributing Co.
Edward J. (Ned) Dowd
James A. Dyer
Francesco A. Ferrante
Flanagan Lieberman Hoffman 
& Swaim
Hon. Patrick John Foley
Caroline H. Gentry
Hon. Barbara Pugliese Gorman
Gottschlich & Portune, LLP
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John C. Halpin
D. Jeffrey Ireland
Diane Luteran & Paul Spaeth
Hon. William W. MacMillan, Jr.
Joseph Mattera
Mike Mobley Reporting
Kevin C. Mulder
David Neuhardt & Sharen 
Swartz Neuhardt
Law Office of Jane Novick
Ohio Legal Assistance 
Foundation
Oregon Printing 
Communications
Lindsey Posey
Erin E. Rhinehart
Timothy G. Rice
Jon Paul Rion
Matthew J. Scarr
Edward L. Shank
Beverly F. Shillito
Susan D. Solle
Brian Tracy
Christopher A. & Deborah 
Walker
Warped Wing Brewing 
Company
Adam Webber & Prof. Sarah 
Webber
Gary J. Weston
Thomas P. Whelley, II
Mary F. Whiting

$200+
Anonymous
Debra Armanini
Stephen J. Axtell
Daniel D. Bahls
Robert P. Bartlett, Jr.
Robert M. Blue
Amy S. Boland
Byron K. Bonar
Roger Bora
Emily M. Brown
Robert J. Brown
Diane B. Brunn
James L. Butler Jr.
James E. Byrd
Richard F. Carlile
Frank P. Catanzariti
Mark R. Chilson
Anthony R. Cicero
Mark A. Conway
Janet K. Cooper
Susan C. Cornett
Shannon L. Costello

Steven J. Davis
Dayton Hispanic Chamber 
Daryl R. Douple
Joan Drake Durham & James 
G. Durham
John & Kathy Emery
Terence L. Fague
Destry Fallen
Charles J. Faruki
Joseph L Feller
Patrick A. Flanagan
Martin A. Foos
Stephen V. Freeze
Neil F. Freund
Hon. Jeffrey E. Froelich
Daniel J. Gentry
Gary W. Gottschlich
Jonas J. Gruenberg
Patricia A. & William H. Gum
Robert J. Hadley
Cori R. Haper
Zachary S. Heck
Richard E. Helm III
J. Stephen Herbert
J. Michael Herr
Stanley A. Hirtle
Anne P. Keeton
Scott K. Kellogg, D.O., J.D. & 
Linda J. Griffith, M.D.
Shelly Ranae Kendricks
Kathleen Kersh
Klein, Tomb & Eberly LLP
Mary E. Lentz
Scott A. Liberman
Dennis A. Lieberman
Kermit F. Lowery
Charles W. Mahan
Mary Jo Martin
Shannon & Phil Martin
Dianne F. Marx
Michael S. Mayer
Hon. Alice O. McCollum
William J. McGraw III
Meadowlark Enterprises, Inc.
David Nadler
Hon. Timothy N. O’Connell
Jim & Marge O’Neil
John D. Poley
Terry W. Posey, Jr.
PQ Systems
Rebeccah C. Raines
Colleen Patricia Rasnack
Laura Rench
Walter Reynolds
William H. Seall

Robert A. Selak
R. Anne Shale
Bradley C. Smith
Ellen M. Stafford
Mr. & Mrs. James D. Stahler
Lu Ann Stanley
Richard A. Talda
Mary E. Tyler
Hon. Jeffrey M. Welbaum
David & Terry Williamson
John G. Witherspoon, Jr.
Hon. William H. Wolff, Jr. & 
Marie (Penny) Wolff

Up to $199
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Gordon D. Arnold
Charlene H. Bayless
Jenna Lynn Beck
Anna Bellisari
L. Michael Bly
Jennifer Bock
Shannon K. Bockelman
Michael A. Booth
Glenn L. Bower
James D. Brookshire
Cheryl Bulow
Donald & Melinda Burton
Christopher W. Carrigg
Hon. William A. Clark
Randall M. Comer
Christopher F. Cowan
Angela Ceccarelli Daniele
Dr. Samuel N. Dorf & Dr. Maria 
Kisel
Louisa S. & Philip C. Dreety
Hon. Frederick W. Dressel
Steven J. Elleman
Paula Ewers
Fidelity Charitable
Marc L. Fleischauer
David Fogarty
Victoria A. Fox
Carla M. Frame
Patricia J. Friesinger
Gary L. Froelich
Teresa Green
Sister Annette Grisley
Paul Gruner
Janet E. Hales
Kelly A. Henrici
Ralph E. Heyman
Robert E. Hickey, Jr.
Andrea M. Hirtle
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Christopher C. Hollon
Nathan E. Holmes
Thomas A. Holton
Steve Ireland
Ellis Jacobs
Thomas E. Jenks
Allan M. Jones
Michael Jurek
J. Steven Justice
Amber Justice-Manning
Douglas D. Kaminski
Alan M. Kappers
James W. Kelleher
John K. Kendall
Tami L. Hart Kirby
Kohl Kirkland
Marjorie A. Kuhns
Marshall G. Lachman
Deborah A. Lieberman
Theodore D. Lienesch
Life Essentials
Christopher Lupo
Jennifer L. Maffett-Nickelman
Theo J. Majka, Ph.D.
Stephen M. McHugh
Noreen J. Willhelm & Vince 
McKelvey
Glen R. McMurry
Daniel Meixner
Nancy Ann Nash
Jack L. Neuenschwander
Hon. Michael J. Newman
Phillip L Parker
David P. Pierce
Mary Ann Poirier Recker
Wilma & Richard Righter
Kristina R. Roush
Barbara L. Sager
Robert Salinas
Jessica E. Salisbury-Copper
Elizabeth C. Sandhu
Jan Scheid
Caryn Schockling
Jon M. Sebaly
Jeffrey S. Sharkey
Sherrets Law Offices LLC
Carl D. Sherrets
Thomas Styslinger
Karyn Sullivan
Michelle T. Sundgaard
Jeremy M. Tomb
Louis E. Tracy
John H. Utsinger, Jr.
Ethel M. Washington-Harris
Carol A. Weaver

Dianne Weiskittle
Ashley Ann Weyenberg
Hon. Mary L. Wiseman
Sarah G. Worley
Joseph Zeis
Paul E. Zimmer

Up to $75
Khadijah H. Ali
Ron Amos
Brian Anderson
Anonymous
Christina J. Back
Kelli A. Bartlett
Shawn M. Blatt
Elaine M. Bonner
Margaret Bowers
Chanda Brown
Magistrate Gary J. Carter
Susan A. Choe
Christopher R. Conard
Crissy Corrado
Matthew Currie
Scott S. Davies
Rachel Eve G. Davis
Catherine Dempsey
Martina M. Dillon
Mark C. Engling
Alejandra Espino
Gregory M. Ewers
Cindy Fry
Rory Elizabeth Garrity
Angela Gatto
Marie L. Geisel
Becky Gentry
Mary Sue Gmeiner
Jenny Goldberg
Dennis & Connie Grant
John L. Green
Jennifer R. Grewe
Heather L. Hall
Richard F. Heil, Jr.
Walter Chip Herin, III
Lisa A. Hesse
Vivienne Himmell
Marcie Rene’ Hunnicutt
Nathan C. Hunt
Elizabeth M. Jackson
James L. Jacobson
Lindsay M. Johnson
Nancy E. Jones
Shari A. Kolnicki
Melissa Koppenhoefer
David C. Korte
David E. Larson
Debra A. Lavey

Bryan J. Mahoney
Patrick Martin
Lisa McIntosh
Alexandra Miller
Nicole A. Mitchell
John R. Mohr
Eugenio Mollo, Jr.
Tino Monaldo
John E. Moore, Sr.
Sarvani Prasad Nicolosi
R. Michael Osborn
Patrick O’Shaughnessy
Maria Alejandra Otero
Jason W. Palmer
Breanne N. Parcels
Upendra Patel
Janet M. Place
Kevin C. Quinlan
Jackie Radebaugh
Jessica Ramos
Carolyn Rice
Cassandra Andres Rice
Michael D. Rice
Jessica Saunders
Alan & Beth Schaeffer
Joshua R. Schierloh
Kiki Schockling
Kelly M. Schroeder
Lynette Searcy
Jeffrey B. Shulman
Donna L. Smith
Robert N. Snyder
Janet R. Sorrell
Elizabeth Carmona Stock
Steven D. Strain
Robie K. Suggs
Robyn Traywick
David S. Vail
John van der Wal
Patricia Vince
Joseph Warden
Andrew J. Weber
Thomas James Whalen
Cara J. Williams
Jane A. Williamson
David Young
Maureen Young

In-kind
Choice Hotels
Cleary Creative Photography
Dayton Bar Association
DH Productions
Ed Smith Flowers & Gifts
Lucky’s Taproom & Eatery
Oregon Printing 
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Communications
Shumsky

Tributes
Shawn M. Blatt in memory of 
Joanne Blatt

Robert J. Brown in memory of
Peter J. Donahue

Magistrate Gary J. Carter 
in honor of the volunteer 
attorneys of Shelby County

Louisa S. and Philip C. Dreety in 
memory of Meyer H. Dreety

Destry Fallen in honor of Mona 
Guerrier Fallen

Hon. Patrick John Foley in 
memory of Milton L. Sprowl

Garrett T. Gall in memory of 
Patrick Fannon

Teresa Green in memory of 
Matthew Parkes

Richard F. Heil, Jr. in memory of 
Austin Wildman

Thomas A. Holton in memory of 
Chester E. Finn, Sr.

Marjorie A. Kuhns in memory of 
Edward Kuhns

Hon. Walter H. Rice & 
Magistrate (Ret.) Bonnie 

Beaman Rice in honor of 
the Legal Aid community of 
dedicated attorneys

Jessica Saunders in honor of 
Joseph Warden

 R. Anne Shale in memory of 
Judith A. King

Lu Ann Stanley in memory of 
Carley Ingram

Louis E. Tracy in memory of 
Mary C. Tracy

Juanita Wehrle-Einhorn in 
memory of Robert J. Wehrle-
Einhorn

Four individuals were 
recognized for the 
extraordinary assistance 
they have provided 
to low-income and 
disadvantaged people 
of the Greater Dayton 
area. The awards 
were presented at 
the Access to Justice 
Awards Celebration! on 
November 2 at Sinclair Community College.

Jane Novick, Esq. – Lloyd O’Hara Public 
Interest Law Award – for her dedication to 
providing legal assistance to people with 
disabilities and elderly residents.

National Conference for Community 
and Justice (NCCJ) – Patricia Rousseau 
Community Advocacy Award - for helping to 
build a community of inclusiveness and growth 
of its ANYTOWN program that brings youth and 

police together. The award was 
presented to Executive Director 
Mary E. Tyler.

The East End Community 
Services and Jan Lepore-
Jentleson – Community 
Impact Award – The 
organization is an anchor 
of East Dayton with strong 
leadership and a broad 

breadth of services that are innovative and 
collaborative.

The Dayton Legal Heritage Foundation of The 
Dayton Foundation – Distinguished Service 
Award.  The Foundation provides substantial 
financial assistance to ABLE and LAWO that 
supports the firms’ education advocacy 
services and the 50 Years of Fairness & Justice 
Campaign. The Foundation also supported the 
GDVLP’s youth initiatives.

NOVEMBER 1, 2018
NOVEMBER 2, 2017

2017 Access To Justice Awards Honorees

Mary TylerJane Novick, Esq. Jan Lepore-Jentleson
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Alain felt fortunate to be granted political asylum 
status in the United States after arriving here from 
the Democratic Republic of Congo. His happiness was 
complete when his young children were able to join 
him as dependents under his asylum application. He 
dreamed of U.S. citizenship for himself and his family, 
and freedom from the threat of persecution in his home 
country. Alain contacted ABLE in 2016 for help filing for 
Adjustment of Status for his children.

With ABLE’s assistance, Alain’s children received their 
permanent resident cards in 2017. During the same time, 
Alain attended one of ABLE’s naturalization clinics, going 
on to file for naturalization and successfully passing the 
interview and civics test. He is excited about being sworn 
in as a U.S. citizen and contributing to his community. 
ABLE will continue to work with Alain as he seeks 
certificates of citizenship for his two youngest children.

Alain Finds Hope

Uriah Anderson
Anonymous
Betty Anzaldua
E. Armagost
Jenny Asmar
Wendy Aviña
Philip & Joyce 
Balderston
Elsa Barboza
Adelina Barrera
John Blaser
Rory Boyle
Raquel Bravo 
Sherry Brownell
Lynn Buffington
Maria Contreras
Michelle Coutcher
Barbara Cruz
Gabrielle Davis
Martha Delgado
S.C. Doran
Roberta Durham

El Corazon de Mexico 
Dance Group
Andrew Fallat
Ian Ferguson
Hazel Foley
Anita Martinez-Folger
Brittany Ford
Greathouse Partners 
LLC
Maria Gonzalez
Abigail Haake
Terence Hayes
Julie Brotje Higgins
Pam & Paul 
Hollenbeck
House of Dow
Kelly Johnson
Aleiah Jones
Michael Kersh
Ahmadur Khandakar
Peter Kilkelly
Anthony Kukwa

La Conexion de Wood 
County, Inc.
Mark & Sandra Luetke
Guisselle McDonald
Sara Meinecke
Gina Mercurio
Vicky Momenee
Theresa Morris
Amy Natyshak
Thea Olmstead
Owens Illinois Fund 
of the Charities 
Foundation
Luz Ozuna
Mirta Parodi
Kendy Phillips
Gloria Pizana
Michael Pucke
Norma Ramos-Prater
Molly Reed
Linda Reynolds
Charles Ritter
Daniel Rodriguez

Maria Royuela-Torres
Lourdes Santiago
Keara Schreiber
Anita Sanchez-Serda
Sabina Serratos
Susan Shelangoskie
Michele Soliz
Sarah Stafford
Bryan Stewart
The First Unitarian 
Church of Toledo, 
Ohio
Daniel Thomas
Joel Thomas
Kyle Tromley
Phung Vo
A.J. Wagner
Marshall Weil
Maria Winter
Patricia A. Wise
Barbara Yeager
Yolanda Zepeda

With charitable contributions from compassionate donors, ABLE provides legal assistance to 
low-income immigrants and refugees protecting their rights under United States law. With that 
assistance, many can thrive in communities where they feel safe and have an opportunity to lead 
productive lives. Thanks to everyone who has donated to this program. 

ABLE Immigration Advocacy Project
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LAWO and ABLE 
depend on the 
support of volunteer 
attorneys to expand 
services to people in 
need.

A total of 368 
volunteer attorneys 
provided more 
than 6,382 hours 
of pro bono legal 
assistance in 2017 
through LAWO’s Pro 
Bono Legal Services 
Program, ABLE, and 
the Greater Dayton 
Volunteer Lawyers 
Project.  LAWO also 
supports the Toledo 
Bar Association’s Pro 
Bono Legal Services 
Program.

If you would like 
to provide your 
legal assistance, 
please contact the 
Private Attorney 
Involvement 
Program by visiting 
probono.lawolaw.
org or call (419) 930-
2479.

LAWO, ABLE, & 
GDVLP’s 2017 Pro 
Bono partners
Leslie Adkins
Deborah A. Adler
William Alexander 
Airhart
Charles F. Allbery, III
Lisa Ann Amend
Rebecca Appenzeller
Adam C. Armstrong
Adam J. Arnold
Lori Artz
Jennifer Babak
Thomas Baggott
Hannah Barnhorn
Kathleen A. Batliner
Patti Baumgartner-
Novak
Phillip L. Beard
Martin A. Beyer
Amy R. Blair

Shannon Bockelman
Michael R. Booher
Robert A. Brenner
Matthew Brodof
Jennifer L. Brogan
Branford Brown
Matthew G. Bruce
Jennifer Brumby
Ryan Brunk
Diane B. Brunn
Cheri A. Budzynski
Ronald L. Burdge
Stephanie Burns
Nicole M. Busey
James L. Butler, Jr.
John R. Butz
John C. Califf
James L. Caplinger
Janea Carter
Julius Carter
James Childress
Elizabeth M. Chinault
Jennifer Ciszewski
John M. Cloud
Kristina M. Coen
Alicia Coleman
Brooks A. Compton
Kevin J. Conner
Misty Connors
Misty M. Connors
W. Michael Conway
Scott Coon
Janet K. Cooper
Susan Cornett
Christopher F. Cowan
Georgia Cox
Ana Elise Perez 
Crawford
Matthew T. Crawford
Thomas P. Croskey
F. Ann Crossman
Larry G. Crowell
Kristina Curry
Angie Daniele
Lauren Davenport
Mark E. G. Davis
Steven J. Davis
Matt Dearden
Wilmer J. Dechant
Lindsey K. Deck

Joyce M. Deitering
Jennifer Delaplane
Kent Depoorter
Matthew D. DiCicco
Martina Dillon
Daryl R. Douple
Jerome Riley Doute
Trisha M. Duff
Patrick Dunphy
Aaron G. Durden
David M. Duwel
Michael R. Eckhart
Nicholas Endsley
Lawrence English
Katherine L. Epling
Lauren Epperley
Matt Erkkinen
Lorena Esparza
Rebecca Lynn Fahim
Lee C. Falke
Veronica Annel 
Fasciana
Jonathan E. Faulkner
Roberta S. Fay
John Michael Felter
Jason Nathaniel 
Flower
Scott Forsman
Vincent Foulk
Anne M. Frayne
Bruce Comly French
Keith A. Fricker
David Friedman
Patricia J. Friesinger
Phillip R. Garbig
Joanna L. Garcia
Rebecca Gentry
Jennifer S. Getty
Gary Gottschlich
Jennifer R. Grewe
Gerald E. Gunnoe
Nicole Hadley
Philip Evans 
Haffenden
Tom Hahn
Paul David Hancock
Chad D. Hansen
Sean H. Harmon
James H. Hart
Chistopher J. Hartman

Jonathan S. Hawkins
Summer D. Hawks
Heath H. Hegemann
James K. Hemenway
Lawrence W. Henke, III
Kelly A. Henrici
Curtis Anthony 
Henschen
Lisa A. Hesse
Ralph E. Heyman
John P. Hilgeman
David Hollingsworth
John Christopher 
Huffman
Kathleen M. Hughes
Jonathan F. Hung
Nathan C. Hunt
Tonya Jo Hunter
Dustin R. Hurley
Ryan K. Hymore
Thomas J. Intili
Francisco A. Irizarry
Anne M. Izzi
David S. Jablinski
James L. Jacobson
Mandy A. Jamison
Katherine Jones
John Juergens
Steven C. Katchman
John F. Kennel
Andrew Kimble
Scott A. King
John Alexander Kissh, 
Jr.
Thomas A. Knoth
Russel Knowles
Anthony E. Kohler
Julia Kolber
Julia C Kolber
Channing Kordik
Patricia Ann Kovacs
Kenneth J. Krochmal
Katie Kuntz
Barbara A. Lahmann
Alex Laine
Judy LaMusga
David E. Larson
David L. Layman
Mary E. Lentz
Stephanie Lewis-
White
Joshua A. Liles
Robert E Long, III
Jose M. Lopez
Justin M. Lopez
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Aaron Daniel Lowe
Kermit F. Lowery
Roger Luring
Michelle Maciorowski
Deborah Lynn Mack
Jennifer Maffett
Charles W. Mahan
Mary Mahone
Martin L. Malloy
Thomas J. Manning
Jennifer E. Marietta
David Martin
Kylie Ann Martin
Dianne F. Marx
Patrick Matheny
Joseph P. Mattera
Craig T. Matthews
Sean P. McCormick
Gerald L. McDonald
Michael McGlumphy
Glen R. McMurry
Cynthia P. McNamee
Frank Meder
Adam R. Mesaros
Beverly A. Meyer
Gregory Elliot Meyers
Dominique Michel
Sarah E. Michel
Britany Miller
Kevin J. Miller
William Miller
William F. Miller
Joseph Mondock
Erin B. Moore
Ruth A. Moreland
Joshua Joseph 
Murnen
Ronald L. Nagy

Nancy A. Nash
Tiffany Neeley
Lisa Nicolosi
Kevin Andrew Nilsson
Jane P. Novick
Wayne P. Novick
Griff M. Nowicki
Janet S. Oberlin
Alison O’Neil
Joesph Orlando
Patrick 
O’Shaughnessy
Timothy G. Pepper
Jim Pitzer
Terry Posey
Matthew D. Powers
Kristina M. Rainer
Robert L. Raper
Gregory S. 
Reichenbach
Worrell A. Reid
Melanie L. Reitz
Lynn Reynolds
Cassandra A. Rice
Rick L. Risner
Nancy A. Roberson
Dalton Roberts
Paul B. Roderer, Jr.
Charles J. 
Roedersheimer
Robert D. Ross
John M. Ruffolo
Jessica E. Salisbury
Emily Samlow
Elizabeth Sandhu
Gary C. Schaengold
Joshua Schierloh
Yosef Schiff

Edward L. Schimmel
Benjamin Schnier
Keara R. Schreiber
Kelly M. Schroeder
Todd D. Severt
R. Anne Shale
Anne Shank
Erin Shelby
Sara J. Sherick
Carl D. Sherrets
Melissa Renee 
Sherrick
Serah E. Siemann
Jeffrey M. Silverstein
Robert J. Simon
Rebekah S. Sinnott
Ralph A. Skilken, Jr.
Jeffrey D. Slyman
Jeremy Smith
John Gregory Smith
Matthew Sorg
Joseph W. Stadnicar
Eric A. Stamps
Lu Ann Stanley
Jean M. Steigerwald
Therese Steiner
David E. Stenson
Andrew B. Stewart
Tabitha Lynn Stewart
Matthew D. Stokely
Andrew C. Storar
Linda Strite-Murnane, 
Col, USF Retired
Thomas Styslinger
Jonathan 
Sutermeister
Jeffrey Swillinger
Tara F. Taylor

Dan Tey
Ira H. Thomsen
Gregory Tisone
Jeremy Matthew 
Tomb
Bryan Tschanz
Robert C. Tucker
Peter Roland Van 
Arsdel
Jason Mark Van Dam
Jared Wagner
Nathan Wagner
Christopher Walker
Melinda Warthman
Benjamin A. Watson
Mark D. Webb
Adam R. Webber
Michael G. Weller
Ellen C. Weprin
James I. Weprin
Cynthia L. Westwood
Thomas Whalen
Thomas P. Whelley
Brian M. Wiggins
Merle F. Wilberding
Brian L. Wildermuth
David P. Williamson
Laura M. Woodruff
Alayna Wright
Mechelle Zarou
Andrew J. Zeigler
Joe Zeis
Paul Zimmer
William R. 
Zimmerman, Jr.

Advocates for Basic 
Legal Equality, Inc.

Legal Aid of Western 
Ohio, Inc.®
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Legal Interns
Michigan State University 
College of Law
Kelsey E. Reiner

University of Dayton 
School of Law 
Ebony D. Davenport
Michael D. Richardson

University of Iowa 
College of Law
Raghu Bhardwaj

Ohio Northern University 
Claude W. Pettit College 
of Law
Adam Hans Andrae
Susan D. Johnson
Ifeoma A. Ofuani
Jessica Simon

Tulane University 
Law School
Abby McBride

Legal Volunteers
Bowling Green State 
University
Jacob Ritts
University of Michigan
Elizabeth Hudson

Wright State University
Stephanie Patino-Garfias

Administrative 
Volunteers
Marie Blake
Larry DeHoff
Deanna Krokos
Scott Montgomery
Summer K. Smith
Madeline Sterling
Sara Yaklin

Legal interns and volunteers play an important role at LAWO and ABLE providing civil legal 
assistance and support in all areas of  advocacy. All volunteers benefit from hands-on experiences 
and training, as well as professional support and feedback.

Thanks to Our Funders

Ohio Legal Assistance Foundation 
Funding for ABLE and LAWO area-wide services, 
LAWO’s Domestic Violence program, ABLE’s 
statewide Agricultural Worker, Refugee and 
Immigrant legal services, 2017-2019 Justice 
for All Fellowship, Program Assistance grant, 
Neighborhood Stabilization grants, Elder Justice 
Initiative, Pro Se Divorce Clinic and other Pro Bono 
Services, and general operating expenses. 

Area Office on Aging of Northwestern Ohio, Inc. 
Legal assistance to senior citizens in 10 counties 
of LAWO and ABLE’s service area. Also supports 
ABLE’s Regional Long-Term Care Ombudsman 
Program.

Anderson Foundation 
Support for legal services for Basic Needs 
Assistance.

2017 Legal Interns and Volunteers

Criminal Justice Coordinating Council—Second 
Chance Act 
Support for legal assistance to adults and juveniles 
re-entering society following incarceration.

Dayton Legal Heritage Foundation 
Support for the Education Success Advocacy 
Project and the 50 Years of Fairness & Justice 
Campaign.

University of Toledo 
College of Law
Victor Aberdeen, Jr.
Ariel M. Berger
Samantha Blochowski
Emina Causevic
Paul DeCorte
Mary E. Hawes
Hassanayn Joseph
Lorrie J. Rendle
Cam R. Stanley

ABLE & LAWO Joint Funders

United Way of the Greater Dayton Area 
Support for ABLE and LAWO services, including 
the Dayton Medical-Legal Partnership for 
Children, assistance to low-income seniors, and 
assistance to domestic violence survivors in 
Montgomery County.
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Consulate of Mexico—Indianapolis
Legal assistance to Mexican nationals referred 
by the Consulate.

Corporate Counsel Legal Fund
Support for the Toledo Medical-Legal 
Partnership for Children

Disabled American Veterans (DAV) Charitable 
Service Trust
Support for veteran services.

Dayton Children’s Hospital 
Support for the Dayton Medical-Legal Partnership 
for Children. 

Dayton Foundation 
Support for immigration services.

Dayton Police Department
Legal assistance to immigrant victims of crime.

Department of Labor—Toledo Goodwill 
Industries 
Support for  re-entry services.

Equal Justice Works
Support for Attorney Fellows working in the areas 
of veterans and immigrant children.

Five Rivers Health Centers 
Support for the Dayton Medical-Legal Partnership 
for Children

ProMedica Toledo Children’s Hospital 
Foundation 
Support of the Toledo Medical-Legal Partnership 
for Children.

Clement O. Minger Foundation 
Support for the Toledo Medical-Legal Partnership 
for Children.

Montgomery County Human Services Levy 
Support for immigration services.

Toledo Community Foundation
Support for mapping incidents of childhood 
asthma and for immigration services.

Retirement Research Foundation 
Support for services to the elderly.

Skadden Fellowship Foundation 
Support for an Attorney Fellow working in the area 
of immigration services.

The Stranahan Foundation  
Support of the Toledo Medical-Legal Partnership 
for Children.

Northwest Ohio Community Shares  
Operating support through workplace giving.

Ohio Attorney General 
Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) funding to provide 
services to crime victims residing in nursing 
homes in northwest Ohio.

Ohio Department of Aging 
Support for the MyCare Ohio and State Long-Term 
Care Ombudsman Programs.

PNC Foundation 
Support for foreclosure work in Dayton. 

France Stone Foundation 
Support for the Toledo Medical-Legal Partnership 
for Children.

Iddings Foundation 
Support for the Dayton Medical-Legal Partnership 
for Children.

Immigration Legal Assistance Program 
Support for immigration services.

Mental Health & Recovery Services Board of 
Lucas County 
Advocacy on behalf of consumers within the 
mental health system

Toledo Community Foundation—Stranahan 
Supporting Organization 
Support of the Toledo Medical-Legal Partnership 
for Children.

ABLE Funders
Board of Lucas County Commissioners 
Support for immigration services.

City of Dayton
Support for immigration services.

Consulate of Mexico—Detroit
Legal assistance to Mexican nationals referred 
by the Consulate.

United Way of Greater Toledo
Support for ABLE’s Medical-Legal Partnership
for Children and immigration services and for
LAWO’s Steps Out of Poverty program to
serve low-income residents of Lucas, Ottawa, 
and Wood counties.

Mathile Family Foundation 
Support for the Dayton Medical-Legal Partnership 
for Children
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Miami County Department of Job and Family 
Services 
Support for legal assistance to residents 
eligible for  county assistance.

Area Agency on Aging, PSA3 
Legal assistance to senior citizens in Allen, 
Auglaize, Hancock, Hardin, Putnam, Mercer, and 
Van Wert counties.

Area Agency on Aging—Ohio District 5
Legal assistance to seniors in Ashland, 
Crawford, Huron, Richland, Seneca, and 
Wyandot counties.

City of Toledo, Department of Neighborhoods 
Federal Community Development Block Grant 
funds supporting legal assistance in housing 
matters for low-income City of Toledo residents.

Findlay/Hancock County Bar Association
Support for the LAWO Findlay office and for 
legal assistance to residents of Findlay and 
Hancock County.

Legal Services Corporation 
Support of LAWO area-wide services and 
support for technology projects.

Internal Revenue Service 
Funding for Low-Income Taxpayer Clinic (LITC) 
to assist people with controversies on federal 
income tax matters.

Montgomery County Human Services Levy
Support for legal assistance to frail elderly 
individuals in Montgomery County.

Ohio Attorney General
Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) funding to provide 
legal assistance to domestic violence survivors.

Lucas County Department of Job and Family 
Services 
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families 
(TANF) and Title XX funding for legal assistance 
to low-income individuals and families.

LAWO Funders

Area Agency on Aging, PSA2
Legal assistance for seniors in Champaign, 
Clark, Darke, Greene, Logan, Miami, 
Montgomery, Preble, and Shelby Counties.

Montgomery County
Legal assistance to Montgomery County 
residents who are survivors of domestic 
violence or who are seeking stable employment

The Findlay-Hancock County Community 
Foundation
Support for the Community Partnership for 
Economic Self-Sufficiency Program.

Toledo Municipal Court, City of Toledo
Support for legal assistance to Toledo residents in 
housing and debt collection cases.

United States Department of Justice
Legal assistance for Victims Project to provide 
legal assistance to domestic violence survivors.

Ohio State Bar Foundation
Support for the “Plan Ahead and Protect 
Yourself” Series for Seniors.

Sandusky Municipal Court 
Support for legal assistance to Sandusky 
residents. 

United Way of Defiance County
Legal assistance to low-income residents of 
Defiance County.

United Way of Fulton County
Legal assistance to low-income residents of 
Fulton County.

United Way of Williams County
Legal assistance to low-income residents of 
Williams County.

Levin Family Foundation
Support for the “Plan Ahead and Protect 
Yourself” series for seniors.
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