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MISSION STATEMENT

ABLE represents individuals and groups of
people living in poverty in civil (non-criminal)
legal matters. We are committed to protecting
the rights of people with much at stake and
nowhere else to turn. Through litigation and
other advocacy, we prevent homelessness, elder
abuse, and discrimination. We improve
opportunities for education, housing,
employment, and access to health care and
public benefits for people living in poverty in 32
counties in western Ohio, and agricultural
workers throughout Ohio. ABLE also represents
immigrants and refugees throughout the state.
Every day, we work to address the root causes of
poverty by seeking systemic solutions.

Without legal aid, tens of thousands of
people would go without legal help when
they need it.
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Heather Hall, Interim Executive Director

WELCOME MESSAGE

MOVING FORWARD WITH JUSTICE AND INNOVATION

On behalf of Advocates for Basic Legal Equality, Inc. (ABLE), | am pleased to share our
Annual Report for 2022. The past year was one of transition and progress as we began to
operate in a post-pandemic world. This meant significant changes to improve the client
experience across our 32-county service area, as well as developing thoughtful and
innovative ways to accommodate staff as they navigated a hybrid work environment.

Reestablishing face-to-face communications was crucial in helping ABLE move forward
with our mission of serving the civil legal needs of low-income households. Through a
concentrated effort to conduct more in-person outreach and legal assistance, we saw a
significant increase in our client numbers in 2022. Additionally, we were able to build
stronger relationships and collaborate more effectively with community partners to
address the varied needs of our clients and communities by meeting in person.
Examples of this included our Community Advocacy Training series planning with
Reinvest Toledo, and our collaboration with Legal Aid of Western Ohio, Inc. (LAWO) and
HUD in expanding our housing services to rural communities outside of Montgomery
County.

Transitioning out of the pandemic brought more staff members back into our offices on
a regular basis. To accommodate employees from the various places where they conduct
their work, we sought to improve our use of technology. Projects included the
implementation of our new intranet site, and the beginning stages of introducing
LegalServer as our new case management system and NetDocuments as our document
management system.

ABLE also went through a rebranding in 2022. Our new logo and branding elements
represent a recommitment to our 50+ year mission of advocating for low-income
Ohioans. The simple and modern design focuses on the word “advocates”. As a noun, the
word suggests fighters, defenders, activists, and helpers. As a verb, the word reflects the
concepts of assisting, uplifting, and fighting for justice on behalf of our clients.

Also in 2022, ABLE conducted a Community Legal Needs Assessment with our partner,
the Center for Community Solutions. An assessment was sent to hundreds of people
living in poverty asking them about their legal needs, their experiences in accessing help,
and the resources (or lack thereof) available to them. We also created a survey for our
community partners to complete, asking them to weigh in on some of the common
requests, services, and gaps in assistance for our community members living in poverty,
and conducted focus groups and individual interviews. The results from the assessment
will guide our mission and focus over the next several years.

Please review the full scope of our growth in 2022 in this Annual Report—all of it possible
because of generous donors like you.
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PRACTICE GROUP MILESTONES

Learn about some of the major cases and
programs that ABLE's focused practice
groups worked on in 2022.

Agricultural Worker & Immigrant
Rights

ABLE's Agricultural Worker and Immigrant
Rights Practice Group (AIR PG) represents
immigrants and refugees from across the
world in a wide range of civil legal matters
including immigration, employment,
housing, education, public benefits, and
civil rights. One of our major successes
from 2022 was the complex litigation
resulting in the dismissal of removal
proceedings for client Maribel Trujillo
Diaz.

Ms. Trujillo Diaz has been an ABLE Client
since 2015. Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) deported her to Mexico
in 2017, while a petition for review of the
Board of Immigration Appeals’ denial of a
motion to reopen her asylum application
due to changed conditions in Mexico was
pending at the United States Court of
Appeals for the Sixth Circuit. Ms. Trujillo
Diaz ultimately prevailed on her petition
filed by ABLE, and ICE returned her to the
United States on a grant of parole. ICE
attempted to argue that the grant of
parole was conditional, which would
make Ms. Trujillo Diaz ineligible to adjust
her status to a lawful permanent resident
when her oldest son is eligible to petition
for her. ABLE requested ICE agency
records, but ICE refused to comply with its
obligations to release documents under
the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA).
ABLE filed a lawsuit in November 2021 to
obtain records necessary for our client to
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adjust status and to establish that
individuals paroled into the United States
after prevailing on a petition for review are
eligible to adjust their status after the
approval of an immigrant visa petition. After
negotiation, ICE produced the documents
ABLE requested. ABLE used those
documents to successfully obtain the
dismissal of Ms. Trujillo Diaz’'s removal
proceedings in immigration court in March
2022. Once her son turns 21, she should be
able to adjust her status.

Housing Justice & Community
Economic Development

ABLE's Housing and Community Economic
Development Practice Group supports
resident-led advocacy initiatives using a
community lawyering framework and
engages in projects that build advocacy
capacity in community leaders who are
people of color. Two examples of this work
in action include the tenant organizing
success of ABLE's new community
organizer, and ABLE's mentorship and
guidance to the Coalition on Public
Protection (COPP).

In June 2022, ABLE hired community
organizer Destiny Brown to work in low-
income tenant communities in west
Dayton. Brown met with tenant leaders at
DeSoto Bass, the area’s largest public
housing complex, to educate residents on
the rights and benefits of a resident’s
council. She also disseminated educational
information on various legal issues and
connected tenants to ABLE's housing and
education attorneys for advice and
representation on specific cases.
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Brown successfully organized tenants at a
subsidized housing community in
northwest Dayton who were facing serious
conditions issues, including mold and
other health-impacting problems. She
collected tenant stories and connected
tenants to media outlets interested in
reporting on the issue and to HUD
representatives. As a result of this
advocacy, the property owner began
property renovations to address the
conditions and relocated impacted
tenants in December 2022.

ABLE Attorneys Kathleen Kersh and
Ellis Jacobs have been providing the
COPP in Dayton with technical assistance
in the group’s advocacy for the
implementation of the Surveillance
Technology Oversight Ordinance since
2021. The ordinance, passed by the City of
Dayton in May of 2021, promotes civil and
privacy rights, and builds community
power by requiring a public hearing with
the opportunity for community
participation every time the Dayton Police
Department wishes to purchase, acquire,
or use new surveillance technology. In
2022, Kersh and Jacobs continued to
advise the group on the implementation
of the ordinance’s public hearing process
as the Dayton police proposed new
technologies. The Dayton City Commission
held one public hearing on automated
license plate reader (ALPR) technology in
2022. Jacobs and Kersh assisted COPP
members in advocating for effective
implementation of the ordinance during
this process, which included multiple
community meetings on the technology
and advocacy around proposed
safeguards. After compelling testimony by
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COPP members and non-attorney staff
members, the City implemented most of
COPP's safeguard recommendations when
it approved the ALPRs, which promote a
more equitable implementation of the
technology, particularly in BIPOC and
immigrant communities.

Healthcare & Public Benefits

ABLE's Healthcare and Public Benefits
Practice Group represents clients to ensure
access to healthcare and public benefits so
they can live with dignity. We also work to
eliminate barriers to employment and
increase opportunities for families living in
poverty. The practice group is committed to
achieving justice for all clients, especially
those negatively impacted by racism and
racial injustice.

In 2022, the practice group noticed more
refugees and undocumented individuals
requesting legal services related to health
and public benefits. As ABLE started to
engage with these communities, we built a
higher level of trust, and they began to refer
friends and family to us for services. We
addressed language access issues in a
variety of cases. Quite often, a client may
need translation assistance to access
services such as basic public benefits or
healthcare. We approached these cases on
an individual and systemic basis. In 2022,
we collaborated with members of the
Immigrant Advocacy Task Force to
develop comments on the Rules of
Superintendence for the Courts of Ohio.

ABLE also addressed health equity issues
affecting the Black community since
people of color have disproportionately
higher rates of diabetes, hypertension, heart
disease, and asthma. Those racial health
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PRACTICE GROUP MILESTONES

disparities still exist despite controlling for
variables such as income and educational
levels. We continued to advocate on
systemic issues, such as the potential
adverse impact of the Public Health
Unwinding on communities of color.

Fairness in Education

The Fairness in Education Practice Group
provides legal representation of children
(pre-K through 12th grade) and their
families on systemic issues and individual
issues, education for parents and parent-
connected service providers about family
and child rights, and collaboration with
community partners. In ABLE's cases, we
achieve improvements in the child’s
educational services by negotiating better
services in special education meetings or
by initiating legal action. We provide
representation to families of children who
are excluded from school because of
race/ethnicity, intersectionality, or
disability, utilizing IEP procedures and
suspension or expulsion appeals.

InAnonymous Parents v. Dayton Public
Schools (DPS), ABLE filed a complaint
with the Department of Justice (DOJ), Civil
Rights Division, which was referred to the
United States Department of

Education (U.S. Department of Ed.) Office
for Civil Rights. ABLE filed the complaint
to address DPS's violation of Title VI, Equal
Education Opportunities Act, IDEA, and
Section 504 for routine failure to translate
or interpret vital documents and
information for Limited English Proficient
(LEP) parents. Dayton is a destination for
many refugees from Africa and a
destination for other migrating families.
DPS serves the second-largest number of
children in ABLE's service area, with over
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2,100 children with LEP parents.On January
20, 2022, the U.S. Department of Ed.
entered into a Resolution Agreement with
DPS.The Agreement required multiple
system change plans. As of June 30, 2022,
the U.S. Department of Ed. reported to
ABLE that it had approved two major
system change plans from DPS, and it gave
deadlines to DPS in January 2023. The U.S.
Department of Ed. continues to monitor
DPS’s implementation of the plans created
pursuant to the Resolution Agreement, as
does ABLE.

Empowering Older Adults

ABLE represents older adults to access
income supports and to request public
housing accommodations based on their
disabilities. In 2022, we helped older adults
with estate planning strategies and
wealth retention using new economic
development models for homeownership.

Consumer and Economic Justice

ABLE works with communities to build
more civic engagement so that they have a
voice in matters affecting their economic
well-being. Two examples include our
collaborations with the Junction Coalition
and Reinvest Toledo.

ABLE has a strong relationship with the
Junction Coalition, a community-led
neighborhood organization built on social,
environmental, and economic justice and
peace education, in the Junction
neighborhood of Toledo. Twenty-one
percent of working-age Junction residents
are unemployed, and the median
household income is $20,333. In 2022, ABLE
staff responded to the needs of the people
living in the Junction neighborhood by
providing Know Your Rights presentations
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(Con't)

on topics such as wills and trusts. ABLE
also partnered with the Junction Coalition
on a series of Ask the Attorney events and
a criminal record-sealing clinic. We also
held a driver's license reinstatement clinic
in Toledo in partnership with LAWO, Dana
Incorporated, the Lucas County Clerk of
Courts, local judges, the Ohio Justice Bus,
the Re-Entry Coalition, the Bureau of
Motor Vehicles, the Ohio Department of
Job and Family Services, and local
attorneys.

In 2022, ABLE began collaborating with

Reinvest Toledo (RT) on a community

advocacy training series where

approximately 25 attendees will engage in

conversation and learn from substantive

experts about neighborhood needs

involving food access, affordable housing,

and policy advocacy. During the second ®
half of the training, attendees have the

opportunity to learn about power

Mmapping and strategize about different

ways to advocate for their community.

Additionally, an ABLE attorney serves on ®
the RT Legislative Advocacy and Policy

subcommittee as co-chair. The three

community trainings will take place in

low-income neighborhoods throughout

Toledo in 2023.

Veterans

ABLE represented veteran clients referred
to our firm through community partners,
including our sister firm, LAWO. LAWO led
legal clinics for veterans in partnership
with the Dayton VA and St. Vincent
DePaul's Veteran Services Program.
Veterans received legal advice, limited
representation, and full representation on
housing, consumer law, family law,
reentry/expungement, driver’s license
reinstatement, family law, and estate
planning matters. ABLE and LAWO
represented 179 veterans in 2022.
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STORIES FROM THE COMMUNITY
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MEDICAL-LEGAL PARTNERSHIP FOR
CHILDREN HELPS PREGNANT MOM ESCAPE
MOLD-INFESTED APARTMENT

9%

Tiffany*, a 21-year-old mom, was referred to the Medical-Legal Partnership for
Children by her doctor. At the time of the referral, she was seven months
pregnant, and her health was negatively impacted by black mold exposure in her
apartment. Tiffany’s doctor saw the connection between her living conditions and
her symptoms and wrote a letter stating she needed to move out of her
apartment. The mold originated from a water pipe that broke earlier in the spring,
and for months Tiffany had been requesting the landlord to fix the problem.
Persistent, she went down to the office weekly to get an update. There was mold
on the walls, on the carpet, and even on the ceiling. Tiffany wanted to prepare for
her baby's homecoming but could not bring any baby items into her apartment
because of the risk of contaminating them. Even if she did get the baby items into
the unit, her closet was moldy, and the carpet was damp. For months, the
landlord took no action.

ABLE got involved and initiated escrow proceedings. The landlord began making
improper repairs to give the illusion that they had fixed the problem, utilizing
cleaning solutions not recommended for mold removal and even painting over
the mold. Once mediation started, the landlord hired a painting company to fix a
small portion of the drywall. When the wall was opened, it was evident that the
entire interior was covered in black mold. Despite the maintenance workers
claiming the inside of the wall was only dirt, we told Tiffany to take photos and
videos of the wall's interior. Later that day, the painting company resealed the
opening.
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We showed the landlord’s counsel the photographs, and
they agreed to replace the entire wall. Although a good
gesture, it was too little too late. Tiffany’'s health was
already impacted, and she was highly stressed knowing
her due date was approaching. By the time they agreed
to replace the wall, Tiffany had gone into early labor and
delivered a baby girl. While she was in the hospital
recovering, Tiffany was notified that she could not return
to the unit for at least 48 hours due to the renovation. She
had nowhere else to go. Sitting in her hospital room,
trying to recover from childbirth, she now had the weight
of being temporarily homeless on her shoulders. All
Tiffany wanted to do was take her baby home.

ABLE negotiated with the landlord's counsel to secure
Tiffany three nights of accommodation in a hotel suite,
with paid transportation to and from the hotel via Lyft
ride share. The landlord also agreed to give Tiffany a
replacement apartment unit. Although staying in the
same building with the same landlord was not our first
choice, Tiffany preferred to stay because the building is
within walking distance of her workplace. In addition, the
public housing availability in the area is limited, and
waitlists are long. Tiffany now has a new unit and is on the
waitlist for a unit at a different property. Her health has
significantly improved since living in the new unit, and
she feels like she can breathe again. Her baby is healthy
and doing well. ABLE negotiated a settlement for
damages, which included rent for the time the home was
not habitable and the cost of personal items Tiffany lost
due to mold growth. As a single mother, every bit helps,
and our mission is to ensure she is compensated fairly.

*Name changed for privacy.
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RECORD OF SERVICE

-,
2022,

Requests for Legal 852
Assistance

(27 applications carried
over from previous period)

1,258 G
Cases Opened 663
826 Cases Closed
Cases Remaining Open 1,095
1’921 Cases Worked On

5,837

Individuals Helped

Persons Helped on

2,448 Closed Cases

Total Monetary Awards :ﬁ $1,842,121*
for Clients ? ?

$761677 Monthly Awards Times 36 Months
$1,080'444 Total of Lump Sum and Annual Awards

$1,842,121 Total Monetary Awards

Approximately 5,837 people were served by ABLE legal staff and paralegals in 2022.
Countless others received help through materials and information that appear on our
websites, educational and informational clinics, legal presentations, and continuing legal
education trainings for lawyers. Our staff also visited homeless and domestic violence
shelters, senior centers, health clinics, nursing homes, and agricultural labor camps to
make people aware of their legal rights.
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OPERATING REVENUE & EXPENSES
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&

This report is related to ABLE's operations budget

and does not include revenue or expenses related to

depreciation.

2022 ABLE Operating Revenues and Expenses

Support and Revenue

Grants and Contracts 4,347,994.00
OAJF 6,001,805.00
Fundraising and Special Events 476,740.00
Other Revenue 131,902.00

Sub-Total

10,958,441.00

Transfer to Reserves

Total 8,197,385.00

(2,761,056.00)

Expenses

Compensation and Benefits 5,928,306.00
Operating Costs 1,834,707.00
Contracted Services 201,382.00
Travel, Support and Training 106,207.00
Other Expenses 126,783.00

Total 8,197,385.00
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2022 BOARD OF TRUSTEES

President

Thomas J. Schaffer
Attorney

Schaffer & Associates, LPA
Toledo

Vice-President
Khadijah H. Ali

Client Representative &
Community Advocate
Dayton

Vice-President

Jonathan Hollingsworth
Attorney

Hollingsworth & Washington,
LLC

Centerville

Secretary

Nathan D. Turner
Client Representative &
Community Advocate
Holland

Treasurer

Brandon E. Dobyns
Attorney

Taft Stettinius & Hollister, LLP
Dayton

Sheena Barnes

Client Representative &
Community Advocate
Toledo

Catherine Bitwayiki
Client Representative &
Community Advocate
Dayton

Robert M. Curry
Attorney

Thompson Hine, LLP
Dayton

Rebecca (Becky) Fahim
Attorney

Marathon Petroleum
Corporation

Findlay

Twila R. Ferguson
Attorney
Toledo
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Jordan Jennings

Attorney

Taft Stettinius & Hollister, LLP
Dayton

Thomas J. Lucente, Jr.
Attorney

The Hearn Law Office
Wapakoneta

Barry F. Luse
Attorney, Retired
Fremont

Eve Mitro

Client Representative &
Community Advocate
Sidney

Leslie Murray
Attorney

Leslie Murray Law
Huron

Victor H. Perez

Attorney

Seneca Co. Dept. of Job and
Family Services

Tiffin

Lindsey Posey

Attorney

Office of Disability

Adjudication
Dayton

Cassandra Andres Rice
Attorney

Foos & Lentz, LLP

Dayton

Robert Salem
Attorney

University of Toledo,
College of Law
Toledo

Pamela Sullivan
Client Representative &
Community Advocate
Toledo

Robert Tucker
Attorney

Robison, Curphey &
O'Connell, LLC
Toledo

Carasusana (Cara) Wall
Attorney

Zoll & Krantz, LLC

Toledo

Ethel Washington-Harris
Community Advocate
Dayton

Kathryn A. Watson
Client Representative &
Community Advocate
Toledo

Shunta Weatherspoon
Client Representative &
Community Advocate
San Antonio, TX

Molly Williams

Client Representative &
Community Advocate
Yellow Springs

Mechelle Zarou

Attorney

Shumaker, Loop & Kendrick,
LLP

Toledo

John F. Hall
Attorney (Emeritus)
Perrysburg

Justice G. Johnson, Jr.
Attorney (Emeritus)
Marshall & Melhorn, LLC
Toledo

James Stahler

Social Worker (Emeritus)
Plano, TX
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2022 VOLUNTEERS

LAW STUDENT VOLUNTEERS:

University of Arizona, James E.
Rogers College of Law
e Taylor Macy

University of Michigan Law School
e Makayla Okamura

University of Toledo College of Law
e Arras Patterson

PARALEGALS AND OTHER INTERNS:

High School Students
e Ryan Aubry
* Quarin Hopings

'Feywiing acvesy 16 justive fov all’

'ré;:m.‘-
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IMPACT

STORIES FROM THE COMMUNITY

ee

ABLE NAVIGATES MEDICAID AND ARGUES
FOR A MEDICALLY NECESSARY ROBOTIC
ARM FOR TEENAGE CLIENT

9%

17-year-old Adison Delp lives with Arthrogryposis Multiplex Congenita, a
condition that causes muscle weakness throughout his body and severely
restricts the use of his upper extremities. He has been using a wheelchair
since he was a toddler. ABLE first represented Adison in 2020 at a state
hearing to assist him with securing an electric wheelchair through
Medicaid. Over the past two years, Adison has achieved a level of
independence previously unavailable to him, operating the wheelchair by
using a combination of head and chin access, switches for mobility, and
activation of power seat functions.

Adison’s parents contacted ABLE again in February 2022 because they
needed assistance navigating Medicaid once more, this time for a robotic
arm payment approval. The arm would allow him to complete activities of
daily living (ADLs), such as shaving, combing his hair, brushing his teeth,
eating, drinking, and dressing without assistance from a caregiver. The arm
would also allow him to open and close doors, remove a credit card from a
wallet, play chess and other games, and do many other daily activities that
people without disabilities take for granted.

The first step in trying to get an atypical item approved through Medicaid
is to submit a “prior authorization request.” A prior authorization request is
a process required by the Ohio Department of Medicaid to determine
coverage and obtain approval to pay for the proposed treatment, service,
or item. The approval is based on medical necessity. Adison’s physical
therapist submitted the request in December 2021 but was denied
because the Medicaid plan asserted the item had no medical purpose
and was for “‘comfort and convenience.”

ABLE attorney Rebecca Steinhauser appealed this decision and
represented Adison in the state hearing process, where Adison'’s physical
therapist testified extensively about the medical necessity of the robotic
arm. Despite the overwhelming testimony and written evidence provided,
the appeal was overruled. The state hearing decision was affirmed on
administrative appeal.
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When an administrative appeal is affirmed, the next step is an
appeal to the county common pleas court. Steinhauser and
Legal Aid of Western Ohio, Inc. (LAWO) attorney Allma Miller
assisted Adison with filing an appeal to the Richland County
Common Pleas Court. The attorneys argued that the Ohio
administrative code conflicts with the federal durable medical
equipment regulation because it places an exclusion on
coverage of certain medical equipment or supplies without an
individualized assessment as to whether an item is primarily
used to serve a medical purpose.

In addition, the attorneys argued that the robotic arm clearly
has a medical purpose in that it would not be useful for
anybody who did not have a disability. The robotic arm would
also allow Adison to perform ADLs independently, which aligns
with a key purpose of the Medicaid program, to promote self-
care and independence.

The attorneys made several other legal arguments to the court
about medical necessity and ameliorating Adison’s medical
condition.

Finally, while the lowest cost alternative must be considered in
any prior authorization process, the attorneys argued that the
robotic arm was the only alternative that would permit Adison
to function as independently as possible.

A week after filing the appeal to the court, the Ohio Department
of Medicaid contacted ABLE and LAWO with the good news
that the agency was going to order Adison’s Medicaid-managed
healthcare plan to approve the robotic arm! Adison is now
enjoying the freedom and independence made possible by this
innovative medical device. Next year, he plans to attend college.
The robotic arm will provide Adison with a pathway to fulfilling
his dreams.

Read how Adison feels about the assistance he received:

Dear Rebecca,

Thank you so much for fighting for me and helping me get my robotic arm. It means
so much to me and I am already doing things with my new arm that I could have
never done before! I know you spent a lot of time and did a lot of work for me to be
able to have my robotic arm and I am very thankful for all your dedication. I am so
excited to get to use my arm and see what all I can do with it. I feel like it’s opening
up a new world for me to explore and be independent. I am hopeful that this has set
the standard for other people who need this! Thank you so much for everything you
did to help me and others have the ability to get this arm.

Sincerely,
Adison
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2022 FUNDING PARTNERS

Area Agency on Aging, PSA2

Support for legal assistance for older
adults in Champaign, Clark, Darke, Green,
Logan, Miami, Montgomery, Preble, and
Shelby counties.

Area Agency on Aging, PSA3

Support for legal assistance for older
adults in Allen, Auglaize, Hancock, Hardin,
Putnam, and Van Wert counties.

Area Agency on Aging, PSA5
Support for legal assistance for older
adults in Ashland, Crawford, Huron,
Richland, Seneca, and Wyandot counties.

Area Office on Aging_of
Northwestern Ohio, Inc.

Support for legal assistance for older
adults in Defiance, Erie, Fulton, Henry,
Lucas, Ottawa, Paulding, Sandusky,
Williams, and Wood counties.
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Catholic Social Services of the Miami

Valley
Support for work authorization for Ukrainian
individuals.

City of Columbus Families Together

Fund
Support for immigration legal services.

Clark County Court of Common
Pleas Domestic Relations Division
Juvenile Section - Supreme Court
of Ohio

Support for a community-based truancy
prevention program.

Columbus Foundation Critical Need
Alert: Our World Our Community
Support for Afghan evacuees settling in
central Ohijo.

Community Legal Aid
Support for unemployment equity.

Consulate of Mexico-Detroit
Legal assistance to Mexican nationals
referred by the Consulate.

Consulate of Mexico-Indianapolis
Legal assistance to Mexican nationals
referred by the Consulate.
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https://aging.ohio.gov/find-services/area-agency-on-aging-psa-2#:~:text=Area%20Agency%20on%20Aging%2C%20PSA%202%20is%20the%20area%20agency,%2C%20Clark%2C%20and%20Green%20counties.
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/
https://www.aaa3.org/
https://www.aaa5ohio.org/
http://www.areaofficeonaging.com/
http://www.areaofficeonaging.com/
https://cssmv.org/
https://cssmv.org/
https://www.columbus.gov/council/columbusfamiliestogetherfund/
https://www.columbus.gov/council/columbusfamiliestogetherfund/
https://www.clarkcountyohio.gov/93/Clerk-of-Courts
https://www.clarkcountyohio.gov/93/Clerk-of-Courts
https://www.clarkcountyohio.gov/93/Clerk-of-Courts
https://www.clarkcountyohio.gov/93/Clerk-of-Courts
https://columbusfoundation.org/the-giving-store/critical-need-alerts
https://columbusfoundation.org/the-giving-store/critical-need-alerts
https://www.communitylegalaid.org/
https://consulmex.sre.gob.mx/detroit/
https://consulmex.sre.gob.mx/indianapolis/

Dayton Children’s Hospital
Foundation

Support for the Dayton Medical-Legal
Partnership for Children.

Dayton Legal Heritage
Foundation

Support for the Education Advocacy
Project and community legal services.

Five Rivers Health Centers of

Dayton
Support for the Dayton Medical-Legal
Partnership for Children.

Iddings Foundation
Support for the Dayton Medical-Legal
Partnership for Children.

Mental Health & Recovery
Services Board (MHRSB)_of
Lucas County

Support for legal advocacy for mental
health services consumers.

Montgomery County
Commissioners

Support for legal services for older
adults.

Numi Foundation
Support for legal services.
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Ohio Access to Justice
Foundation (OAJF)

Major source of funding to support our
work addressing the unmet civil legal
needs of low-income and underserved
Ohioans, and support for internal
communications technology including a
document management system and
intranet website.

Ohio Attorney General
Support for older adult survivors of
domestic violence.

Ohio Department of Aging
Support for Ombudsman Program for
older adults in long-term care facilities.

Ohio Department of Mental
Health and Addiction Services
Support for mental health services and
stigma reduction COVID outreach.

Ohio Housing Finance Agency
Support for homeowners’ assistance.

PNC Foundation
Support for eviction legal work in
Dayton.

ProMedica Toledo Children’s
Hospital Foundation

Support for the Toledo Medical-Legal
Partnership for Children.

Retirement Research
Foundation for Aging.
Support for older adults.
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Stranahan Foundation
Support for the Toledo Medical-Legal
Partnership for Children.

Toledo Community
Foundation - ProMedica
Support for the Junction Neighborhood
Coalition.

Toledo Community
Foundation - Sisters of St.
Francis

Support for the Immigration Advocacy
Project.

Toledo Law Library
Support for a Case Management
System.

United Way of Greater Toledo
Support for the Toledo Medical-Legal
Partnership for Children.

U.S. Department of Housing
and Urban Development
RELIEF Grant

Support for rural eviction prevention
representation, education and services
through a Tenant Hotline in Allen,
Auglaize, Champaign, Clark, Logan,
Mercer, and Miami counties.

U.S. Department of Justice
Support for the Dayton Medical-Legal
Partnership for Children, victims of
crime, and individuals affected by the
opioid crisis.

VERA Institute
Support for the Unaccompanied
Children’s Program.

frelecling The @ﬂ% of fosple ﬁvw% l/\/@réwg,
am{ Kat’&c’my ﬁiw Families in /%\/@/@
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The Justice for All Campaign is a

fundraising partnership among Advocates
for Basic Legal Equality, Inc. (ABLE),

Legal Aid of Western Ohio, Inc. (LAWO),
and the Toledo Bar Association Pro Bono

Legal Services Program. As the primary

providers of free civil legal aid to people living in poverty in northwest Ohio, the
Justice for All Campaign unites our fundraising efforts to ensure that vulnerable
and disenfranchised members of our community have equal access to the legal
system. We appreciate the generosity of individuals and organizations who give to
the Campaign and make it possible for us to serve thousands of people in our

community every year.

JUSTICE FOR ALL
CAMPAIGN CO-CHAIRS

Steven P. Collier
University of Toledo College of
Law

Robert S. Salem
The University of Toledo,
College of Law

CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE

Cheri A. Budzynski
Shumaker, Loop & Kendrick,
LLP

Emily Desmond
Advocates for Basic Legal
Equality, Inc.

Janet E. Hales
Advocates for Basic Legal
Equality, Inc.

Maggie Humphrey
Toledo Bar Association

Bradley J. Lagusch
Toledo Bar Association

Kevin C. Mulder
Legal Aid of Western Ohio, Inc.

Gina Scherzer
Toledo Bar Association

Karl E. Strauss
Owens Corning
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Nathan D. Turner
Advocates for Basic Legal
Equality, Inc. (Board Member)

Carmen Vega-Pérez
Advocates for Basic Legal
Equality, Inc.

Laura A. Wilson
Schaffer & Associates, LPA

CAMPAIGN
AMBASSADORS

Cheryl Mendenhall
Allotta & Farley Co., LPA

Charles E. Boyk
Charles E. Boyk Law Offices, LLC

Margaret G. Beck
Brady, Coyle & Schmidt, Ltd.

James E. Yavorcik
Cubbon & Associates Co., LPA

Adam S. Nightingale
Eastman & Smith, Ltd.

Jeffrey W. Swiech
Gallon, Takacs & Boissoneault
Co., LPA

Christopher F. Parker
Goranson, Parker & Bella Co.,
LPA

Bruce S. Schoenberger
Gressley, Kaplan & Parker

John S. Wasung
Kitch Drutchas Wagner Valitutti &
Sherbrook

Jay E. Feldstein
Liebenthal Levine, Ltd.

Peter A. Dewhirst
Lyden, Chappell & Dewhirst, Ltd.

Richard S. MacMillan
MacMillan, Sobanski & Todd,
LLC

Richard R. Malone
Malone, Ault & Farell

Meghan Anderson Roth
Marshall & Melhorn, LLC

Kara M. Maruszak
Owens Corning

J. Randall Engwert
Reminger Co., LPA

Matthew J. Rohrbacher
Rohrbachers Cron Manahan
Trimble & Zimmerman Co., LPA

Laura A. Wilson
Schaffer & Associates, LPA

Howard B. Hershman
Shindler, Neff, LLP

Emily M. Morrison
Shumaker, Loop & Kendrick,
LLP
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Marilyn L. Widman
Widman & Franklin, LLC

Michelle L. Krantz
Zoll & Kranz, LLC

Thurgood Marshall
Giving Society - $5,000+
Dana Charitable Foundation
The LaValley Foundation
Hon. Thomas & Elizabeth
Tucker

Leadership - $2,000 to
$4,999

R. Jeffrey & Kathleen Bixler
John H. Burson

Fifth Third Bank

Joseph M. Heckendorn
Margaret J. Lockhart
Malone, Ault & Farell
Marshall & Melhorn, LLC
Susan Hartman Muska
Owens Corning

Stephen C. Roach
Scheidel Foundation

The Reminger Foundation
Company

Sustaining - $1,000 to
$1,999

Allotta Farley Co., LPA
Hon. Vernelis Armstrong
Michael R. Barnett

Kevin J. Boissoneault
Charles E. Boyk

Cheri A. BudzynskKi
Robert W. Cabanski
Christine M. Castellano
Steven P. Collier

Cary R. Cooper

Lori W. Decker

Rick Goheen

Hon. John P. Gustafson
Jay & Julie Harris
LaValley, LaValley, Todak
& Schaefer Co., LPA

2022 Annual Report

Richard MacMillan
MacMillan, Sobanski & Todd,
LLC

Marathon Petroleum
Corporation

Michael S. McGowan
Frank S. Merritt

Andrew W. Miller

Martin E. Mohler
Nationwide Children's Hospital-
Toledo

Thomas W. Palmer
Thomas G. Pletz

Bonnie R. Rankin

Meghan A. Roth

Robert S. Salem

Schaffer & Associates, LPA
John J. Siciliano

Richard S. Walinski

Marilyn L. Widman
Mechelle Zarou

Benefactor - $500 to $999
Sandra K. Bashore
William J. Bingle
Thomas C. Blank
James E. Brazeau
Esteban R. Callejas
Joseph B. Clarke
Joseph K. Cole

Charles V. Contrada
David J. Coyle

Joseph A. Decker
Thomas P. Dillon
Andria Dorsten Ebert
Prof. Gregory Gilchrist
Stuart J. Goldberg
Eileen Granata

Heather L. Hall

Scott & Melissa Hamner
Michael E. Heffernan
William H. Heywood, IlI
Reginald S. Jackson, Jr.
D. Lee Johnson
Kathleen A. Kress
Steven K. Lauer
Richard G. LaValley, Jr.

Marc S. Levin

Richard R. Malone
Gary & Beverly McBride
William G. Meyer
Kevin C. Mulder

John K. Nelson
Jerome Phillips

John R. Polofka
Gregory W. Robinette
Hon. Bradley E. Sales
Jonathan D. Sandys
Thomas L. Schlachter
Kyle A. Silvers
Anthony P. Sloma
Charles A. Stocking
Michael J. Todak
Trust Company Family
Offices

Mark D. Wagoner, Jr.
James F. White, Jr.
Sheldon S. Wittenberg
Lisa A. Wurster
Cynthia Zalewski

Supporting - $300 to
$499

William & Louise Barkan
J. Matthew Buchanan
James G. Burkhardt
Jonathan B. Cherry
Sarah J. Corney
Jeanine M. Diller
Stevin J. Groth

Scott A. Hinshaw
Louise A. Jackson
Peter N. Lavalette
Daniel J. LaValley
Judith A. Leb

Anita Levin

Ann Maciejewski
Mark Mockensturm
Carter P. Neff
Jeremiah O'Brien
Joseph A. Rideout
Stephen M. Sadowski
Hon. Arlene Singer

Moving Forward with justice and Innovation




C.J. Keller Smith
Rebecca J. Steinhauser
Trevor Van Berkom
Jason Van Dam

Laura Vogtsberger De
Rivera

Carasusana Wall

Keith A. Wilkowski

Kurt M. Young

Hon. Norman G. & Hon.
Connie F. Zemmelman
Hon. Jack & Kathleen
Zouhary

Advocate - $100 to $299
Norman A. Abood
Kevin J. Ankney
Roman Arce

Clare C. Armbruster
Gregory L. Arnold
Jonathan M. Ashton
Brittany Asmus

Jude T. Aubry

Michael S. Aubry

Tim A. Ault

Laura Avery

Wendy M. Avina

Mark Barnes

John W. Barron

Dean Benjamin Barros
Margaret G. Beck
Gayle K. Beier

Paul T. Belazis

Johna M. Bella

Kaser Bhatti

Pamela K. Billmaier
Hon. John A. Blaufuss &
Jocelyn D. Blaufuss
Jacqueline M. Boney
Hon. Michael A. Bonfiglio
Phillip D. Browarsky
Michael A. Bruno
Matthew Bryant
Michael E. Bryant
Kayleigh Burden

2022 Annual Report

Mary Anne Burns
Thomas E. Cafferty
Larry G. Calcamuggio
Byron S. Choka
Kristen A. Connelly
William M. Connelly
Mark A. Conrad
Belinda Cooper
Audrey Corcoran

C. Craig Covrett
Steven Crossmock
Lawrence Cryan
Phillip S. Cubbon
Stuart F. Cubbon
Michael P. Dansack, Jr.
Gabrielle Davis
Jennifer J. Dawson
Meredith Decker Steingraber
Katherine S. Decker
Charlon K. Dewberry
Philip L. Dombey
Brandi L. Doniere
Michael D. Dorf
James A. Duggan
William C. Eickholt
Richard F. Ellenberger
Bradley C. Elrod

Dale R. Emch

Gregg W. Emch
Gregory C. Farell

Jay E. Feldstein
Elizabeth M. Foley

Donald E. Saxon & Denise Ford

Saxon

Hon. Ruth Ann Franks

Craig F. Frederickson
Patricia B. Fugee

Sharon Fulop

M. Catherine Garcia-Feehan
Thomas M. George

Robert J. Gilmer, Jr.

Hon. George M. Glasser
Goranson, Parker & Bella Co.,
LPA

Roger Goranson

William H. Gosline

Carl D. Griffith

Allison M. Groth
Elizabeth J. Hall
Anastasia & Paul Hanson
Matthew D. Harper
Joseph S. Hartle

Heidi Hartman

Stephen Hartman

Hon. Jeffrey J. & Karen H.
Helmick

Vaughn A. & Karen Hoblet, Sr.

Sharon E. Hollins
Martin J. Holmes, Sr.
Dean A. Horrigan
David R. Hudson

Roy A. Hulme

Hon. Michael E. Hyrne
Frank D. Jacobs

Evy M. Jarrett

Debra M. Jennings
Kara Jennings

Kevin & Joellen Joyce
Cherrefe A. Kadri
Laurel A. Kendall
Prof. Kenneth K. Kilbert
Michael & Cindy Kirby
Patricia J. Kleeberger
Hon. Linda M. Knepp
Kathleen W. Kolodgy
Gerald R. Kowalski
David L. Kuhl

Hon. Timothy C. Kuhiman
Thomas & Patricia Kurt
Frank J. Landry
Melissa S. LaRocco
Tammy G. Lavalette
Elizabeth A. LaValley
Michael W. LaValley
Robert M. Leonardi
Jason D. Levine
Marilyn J. Levine
John M. Liming

Jacob M. Lowenstein
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Jay J. Lowenstein

Amy Luck

Barry F. Luse

Mariella M. Machen
Thomas G. Mackin
Daniel J. Maloney
Marsha A. Manahan
Steven E. Marcus
Catherine B. Martineau
Andrew R. Masse

Hon. Christine E. Mayle
Thomas & Kay McArdle
C. Thomas McCarter
Timothy McCarthy
Sarah McHugh

A. John McSweeny
Meredith Mercurio
Wesley D. Merillat
Michael S. Messenger
Mark N. Mogavero
Edward T. Mohler
Eugenio Mollo, Jr.
Cameron M. Morrisey
Emily M. Morrison

Hon. Denise Navarre
Cubbon

Hon. Lindsay D. Navarre
James D. Neumeyer
Adam S. Nightingale
Suzanne Belot Norton
James G. O'Brien
Katherine S. O'Malley
Arturo Ortiz

Gary W. Osborne
Samuel Osnowitz

Hon. S. Dwight Osterud
Laurie J. Pangle
Christopher F. Parker
Rudolph A. Peckinpaugh, Jr.
James M. Perlman

Lisa E. Pizza

Milton E. Pommeranz
Rev. Michael U. Pucke
Steven D. Reinbolt

Jon D. Richardson
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Tonya Robinson
Matthew J. Rohrbacher
Mark H. Rose

Greg Rosenbaum
Stephen A. Rothschild
Emily Samlow

James E. Schaefer
Bryan Schermerhorn
Philip Schmidt

Bruce Schoenberger
Donald A. Schurr

R. Michael Scott
Gregory S. Shumaker
Peter R. Silverman
David J. Simko
Joseph E. Slater
Sheldon M. Slaybod
Mark J. Sobanski
Carol A. Sobczak
Thomas A. Sobecki
Matthew C. Spaulding
Joseph A. Stancati
Joseph E. Stanford
Harold M. Steinberg
Sheila Stevens

Robin Stone

Karl E. Strauss

David P. Strup
Margaret A. Sturgeon
Janis Foley

Deborah S. Tassie
Mercedes Thompson
Kimberly Todd

Kelly J. Tomlinson
Joseph W. Tucker
Carrie L. Urrutia
Timothy J. Van Tuinen
Emilie Vassar

J. Michael Vassar
Carmen Vega-Pérez
Lynn Vuketich Luther
Ethel Washington-Harris
Clinton J. Wasserman
John S. Wasung
Bradley R. Waugh
Jennifer Wedge

Jessica Weinberg

Dawn M. Wenk

James B. White

Julia S. Wiley

Laura A. Wilson

Scott A. Winckowski
David G. Wise

Patricia A. Wise

Joseph S. Wittenberg
Richard E. Wolff

James E. Yavorcik
Andrea R. Young

Lorin J. Zaner

Roger K. Zimmerman
Marguerite Allison E. Zinz
Hon. Gene A. Zmuda
Christopher A. Zografides
Michael J. Zychowicz
Ralph C. Zychowicz

Friend - Up to $99
Gabriela Aguado

Hon. Carmille L. Akande
Ameena Alauddin
James & Kathleen Anderson
Sherhonda Arnott
Janine T. Avila

Gregory E. Bakies
Nathan D. Benner
Kimberly Benson

Bre Betz

Kimberly Bogedain-Tiley
Zsea Bowmani

Michael W. Bragg

Anne M. Brossia

Patrick B. Cavanaugh
Katie Cooper

Amanda L. Coyle

Karen A. Davis

Molly E. Davis

Jonathan Dinan
Anthony & Sharon Disalle
Randall C. Dixon
Renisa A. Dorner
Timothy W. Effler

John Eikost
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Stephen P. Evans
Valerie J. Fatica
Elliot Feit

Cindy Fellman
Ashley Fosgate
Heather J. Fournier
Truman A. Greenwood
Lindsay J. Gumersell
Yolanda D. Gwinn-Harleston
Omar Hazimah
Stephanie Herrera
Joshua S. Higgins
Gary M. Horvath
Valerie Hovland
Scott Janson

Scott T. Johnson
Thomas J. Kelley
Aaron L. Kovacs
Allison Kuhr

Bryan Lammon

John A. Landry
Thomas A. Lupica
Nicholas D. Malone
Lisa L. Mantel

Maria E. Martinez
Janelle Matuszak
Jennifer A. McHugh
Thaddaeus &
Amanda Mercer

Eve Mitro

Jennifer Moog

Hon. Matthew Mundrick

One Mission: JUSTICE FOR ALL
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Timothy P. Nackowicz
Fadi Nahhas

Amy M. Natyshak
James F. Nooney
Tina Nordyke
Rebecca A. Nowak
Owens lllinois Fund of the
Charities Foundation
Patrick P. Pacella
Tania J. Park-Thomas
Douglas V. Pavelko
Mara J. Rendina
Charles D. Rittenhouse
Andrew Robins
Damian M. Peter Rodgers
Jeremiah T. Rodriguez
David T. Rudebock
Alexander Savickas
Hank Schaefer
Stephen L. Scharf
Daniel J. Sczesny
Jonathan M. Sheehan
James P. Silk

Sarah K. Skow

David M. Smigelski
Matthew J. Sorosiak
Stephen J. Stanford
Stephen E. House
Angela Stoldt

Pamela Sullivan
Jeffrey W. Swiech
Joan C. Szuberla

Stephen M. Szuch
George A. Thomas
Michael K. Veh
Kathryn A. Watson
Jessica Weinberg
Jakob F. Wenman
Kenneth J. White
Damon Williams
Joshua E. Williams
Jonathan J. Winters
Fairie Woods
Monica Yvonne
Denise Zanni
Nathan H. Zechman

Firm Recognition - 100%
Attorney Participation
Allotta & Farley Co., LPA
Brouse McDowell, LPA
Charles E. Boyk Law Offices,
LLC

Cubbon & Associates Co.,
LPA

Goranson, Parker & Bella
Co., LPA

LaValley, LaValley, Todak &
Schaefer Co., LPA
MacMillan, Sobanski & Todd,
LLC

Malone, Ault & Farell
Spengler Nathanson, PLL
Zoll & Kranz, LLC
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IN HONOR & MEMORIAM

Christy Reaster
/ In Honor of Zoll & Kranz, LLC

Christa Sinclair
In Honor of Zoll & Kranz, LLC

Mark Skolnicki
In Honor of Robin Stone

Joseph R. Tafelski & Jennifer Teschner
In Honor of R. Michael Frank

Nicholas & Rebecca Fahim
In Memory of Ronald L. Langenderfer, Esq.

Ronald M. Cooperman
In Memory of Robert V. Sterling

Hon. Myron C. Duhart, Il \ / \ \
In Memory of Hon. Robert W. Penn )
NS

J. Randall Engwert
In Memory of Christopher C. Lloyd

Martin Goff
In Memory of Donal Goff

H. Buswell Roberts, Jr. —
In Memory of Beverly Nathan

Sarah K. Skow
In Memory of Felicia E. Skow & Hon. William J. Skow
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NORTHWEST OHIO

2022 ACCESS T0 JUSTICE

The annual Nerthwest Ohio Access to Justice Awards
Dinner took place in person after a two-year hiatus due to
the COVID-19 pandemic. More than 300 guests attended the
event, held on May 12, 2022, at The Pinnacle in Maumee in
support of ABLE, Legal Aid of Western Ohio, Inc. (LAWO), and
the Toledo Bar Assaciation Pro Bono Legal Services Program
(TBA) and our combined efforts to assist peaple living in
poverty with critical legal services.

Hon. Glenda Hatchett

|
Keynote speaker, the Honorable Glenda Hatchett, provided
motivation and encouragement to the audience and
discussed the importance of keeping one's purpose and
passion in the legal field, despite the challenges that legal
professionals and support staff face.

Judge Hatchett was Georgia's first African American Chief
Presiding Judge of a state court and head of one of the
largest juvenile court systems in the country. She is a
graduate of Emory University School of Law and an Earl
Warren Scholar. Judge Hatchett has keynoted several
national conferences, including the Diversity Conference in
the U.S. Senate, the Minarity Employer's Conference at Newell
Rubbermaid, Home Depot's Women's History Speaker's Series,
and Black Enterprise’s Entrepreneurs Conference. She has
received many awards, including the Qutstanding Jurist of
the Year, Atlanta affiliate of the National Bar Association;

2022 Annual Report

Roscoe Pound Award, National Council on Crime and

Delinquency; and the Thurgood Marshall Award, NAACP, among
others. Since 2016, Judge Hatchett has starred in the television
court series, The Verdict.

During the dinner, ABLE, LAWO, and TBA honored three
individuals and an organization for their extraordinary service
to people living in poverty in northwest Ohio.

The 2022 Public Interest Law Award was awarded to James
F. Nooney, Sr., a member of Eastman & Smith and Toledo-area
attorney who has been practicing law for 54 years. Nooney was
recognized for his dedication to serving the community
through pro bono work, and his commitment to assisting
clients through TBA's Pro Bono Program with the complicated
paperwork associated with guardianships. Providing legal
services to those unable to pay for them is a core feature of
Nooney's professional identity. He believes that providing pro-
bono services is the responsibility of all professionals,
particularly lawyers. He often encourages his colleagues and
newer associates to take on pro bono work.

Two individuals received 2022 Community Advocacy Awards
for their roles in fostering change through community
organizing.

Beatriz Maya, a co-founder of the nonprofit organization La
Conexion, received the award for her endless pursuit of
empowering immigrants, refugees, farmworkers, and the Latinx
community. Her advocacy began decades ago when she
worked for the Farm Labor Organizing Committee (FLOC), doing
everything in her power to bring education and justice to
migrant farmworkers. Maya was instrumental in forming the
Northwest Ohio Immigrant Rights Network (NWOIRN) in 2019.
The network of advocates and allies is comprised of
immigrant-based organizations, advocacy groups, and
individuals acting in solidarity with our immigrant community
to build humane, just, inclusive, safe, equitable, and welcoming
communities for everyone.
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David L. Beckwith received the award posthumously for his contributions as a community organizer for many decades.
Beckwith’s local organizing efforts began in 1981 when he assumed the role of director of the East Toledo Community
Organization, focusing on housing and neighborhood issues, including the environment and economic development. Known as a
community mentor for social justice and environmental activists in the Toledo community, Beckwith touched the lives of many
and motivated others to understand that they had the power to lead and to hold people accountable for their actions. Beckwith’s
daughter, Schuyler, accepted the award on behalf of the family.

The 2022 Distinguished Service Award was given to Dana Incorporated for its long history of service to legal aid and the
Medical-Legal Partnership for Children (MLPC) in Toledo. Creating the Corporate Counsel Legal Aid Fellowship in 2013, Dana's
Legal Department formed a unigue partnership among the counsel of the major corporations in northwest Ohio with ABLE and
LAWO. Their support expanded the capacity of the firms to serve more vulnerable families through the MLPC, which addresses
the social determinants of health through partnering with medical providers. Dana's assistance allowed the MLPC to grow and
garner other financial support, helping nearly 3,500 people in poverty between 2013 and 2021.

2022 AWARDEES:

James F. Nooney, Sr. Beatriz Maya David L. Beckwith Dana Incorporated
Public Interest Law Community Advocacy Community Advocacy Distinguished Service
Award Award Award Award

Robert S. Salem, Co-Chair Carasusana Wall, Co-Chair

Esteban R. Callejas  David J. Coyle  Emily Desmond Janet E. Hales  Maggie Humphrey
Bradley J. Lagusch  Kevin C. Mulder  Adam S. Nightingale Gina Scherzer
E. James Stengle, [Il  Karl Strauss  Carmen Vega-Pérez  Patricia A. Wise

We express appreciation to the following individuals who served on the 2022 Access to Justice Awards Selection Committee.
They include Margarita De Leon, Senior Consultant and Transformation Leader, The Kaleidoscope Group; the Honorable Myron C.
Duhart, Ohio Sixth District Court of Appeals; Veralucia Mendoza, Disability Rights Advocate: Housing and Transportation, the
Ability Center, and former Community Advocacy Award Recipient; E. James Stengle, Ill, Senior Vice President, Hylant (retired), and
former Distinguished Service Award Recipient; Aly Sterling, President, Aly Sterling Philanthropy; and Rabert C. Tucker, Partner,
RCO Law.
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STORIES FROM T

BRIDGING THE JUSTICE GAP FOR
UNACCOMPANIED CHILDREN

99

Due to the ever-changing and complex landscape that is the United States
immigration system, there is a growing need for legal representation for
unaccompanied children. Although children have a right to an attorney in
immigration court, they do not have a right to a government-funded attorney and
must often appear in court on their own. To help address this barrier to justice, ABLE
partnered with the Vera Institute of Justice to launch the Unaccompanied Children
Project in April of 2022. Funded by the Office of Refugee Resettlement (ORR), the
project is an expansion of ABLE's decades-long commitment to serving the varied
legal needs of immigrants in Ohio. Attorneys and a paralegal assist unaccompanied
minors residing in Butler, Hamilton, and Montgomery counties in southwestern
Ohio.

Unaccompanied children have unique needs. Without representation in
immigration court, these particularly vulnerable clients suffer the risk of deportation
regardless of the strength of their case. As with adults, determining the exact nature
of a child’s claim can be complicated, and their age often requires additional
expertise and time. They are also more vulnerable to human trafficking.

Unaccompanied children have more difficulty communicating their issues for a
variety of reasons. A young child may not have the capacity to fully explain or
understand what has happened. They may find it difficult to trust adults. They
might also be too traumatized to remember events.
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Vera Institute of Justice and ABLE advocates are
knowledgeable and empathetic toward this vulnerable
group of clients. The immigration legal system can be
intimidating and confusing, with constant changes in
policy. Fortunately, some policies have been developed to
provide unaccompanied children with further
protections. Children are exempt from some restrictions
on asylum eligibility, such as the one-year filing deadline
until they turn 18. Their asylum cases may be heard in an
interview setting, rather than an adversarial court process.
They may also be eligible for special immigrant juvenile
status if they have been abused, abandoned, or neglected
by their parents.

It is with this thorough understanding of the immigration
landscape that this project provides legal services to
unaccompanied children released from ORR facilities.
ABLE provides all representation in-house in immigration
court, United States Citizenship and Immigration Services
(USCIS), and juvenile court, when necessary. The grant
through ORR provides funding for the next five years and
includes the hiring of three new ABLE staff members
committed to justice and positive outcomes.
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2022 CAMPAIGN FOR EQUAL JUSTICE

The Campaign for Equal Justice is a fundraising

partnership among Advocates for Basic Legal
Equality, Inc. (ABLE), Legal Aid of Western Ohio, Inc.
(LAWO), and the Greater Dayton Volunteer Lawyers
Project (CDVLP). As the primary providers of free civil
legal aid to people living in poverty in the Miami Valley region, the Campaign for
Equal Justice unites our fundraising efforts to ensure that vulnerable and
disenfranchised memabers of our community have equal access to the legal system.
The Campaign is supported through two events held annually in Dayton: The Justice
on Tap cocktail event, and the Access to Justice Awards Celebration. We appreciate
the generosity of individuals and organizations who give to the Campaign and
make it possible for us to serve thousands of people in our community every year.

2022 CAMPAIGN FOR
EQUAL JUSTICE
CO-CHAIRS

Marcie Hunnicutt
Creen & Green Lawyers

Glen R. McMurry
Taft Stettinius & Hollister,
LLP

2022 JUSTICE ON TAP
CO-CHAIRS

Joseph R. Barton
Faruki Law, PLL

Sabra L. Tomb
Air Force Research
Laboratory

2022 ACCESS TO JUSTICE
AWARDS CELEBRATION
CO-CHAIRS

Myla Cardona-Jones
Sinclair Community
College

Sarah A. Cunningham
LexisNexis
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2022 JOINT COMMITTEE

Robert M. Curry
Thompson Hine, LLP

Joseph R. Barton
Faruki Law, PLL

Jennifer A. Rulon
Frost Brown & Todd, LLC

Zachary S. Heck
Taft, Stettinius & Hollister,
LLP

Myla Cardona-Jones
Sinclair Community College

Summer D. Hawks
Greater Dayton Volunteer
Lawyers Project

Janet E. Hales
Advocates for Basic Legal
Equality, Inc.

Kevin C. Mulder
Legal Aid of Western Ohio,
Inc.

Sarah A. Cunningham
LexisNexis

Mary E. Lentz
fFoos & Lentz, LLP

Jazmin Perez Vitale
Advocates for Basic Legal
Equality, Inc.
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2022 CAMPAIGN FOR EQUAL JUSTICE DONORS

Pillar of Justice
$15,000+
WilmerHale, LLP

Gold Sponsors
$5,000

Dinsmore & Shohl, LLP
LexisNexis

Taft Law

Thompson Hine, LLP

Silver Sponsors

$2,500

Robert M. Curry

Maureen Lynch and Richard

Lapedes

Todd T. Miller

PNC Financial Services
Group

Surdyk, Dowd & Turner Co.,
LPA
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Bronze Sponsors
$1,250

Credence Management
Solutions, LLC

Faruki, PLL

Dr. Daniel Hood
Kathryn Lamme

Glen R. McMurry

Dr. Maureen Perez
Lindsey C. Posey
Sinclair Community College
Michael & Jill Spurlin

$1,000+

First 202 Housing Corp-
Senior Citizens Apartment
First Financial Bank

Hon. Patrick J. Foley

John & Ann Paddock
Pickrel, Schaeffer & Ebeling
Co,, LPA

Jennifer Rulon

Russell Total Wealth

and Wellness

Mark E. Stone

Christopher A. &

Deborah Walker

Dr. Juanita Wehrle-Einhorn

$500+

Anonymous

Debra B. Armanini
Joseph R. Barton

James E. Beyer

Willis Blackshear, Jr.
Susan Blasik-Miller & Arvin
S. Miller

Wray & Elizabeth Blattner
Amy S. Boland

Frank P. Catanzariti
Susan C. Cornett

Robb & Rachel Eve Davis
Edward J. Dowd
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Steve & Jennifer Elleman
Ferneding Insurance
Foos & Lentz, LLP
Freund, Freeze & Arnold
Kimberly Gambrel
GCreater Dayton Regional
Transit Authority
Christine M. Haaker
John F. Hall

Zachary S. Heck
Jonathan Hollingworth
Ellis Jacobs

Hon. John O. Martin
William J. McGraw, Il
Montgomery County
Juvenile Court

David A. Neuhardt

Ohio Access to Justice
Foundation

Laura J. Rench

K. Alyse Rettich
Matthew Scarr

Hon. Susan D. Solle
Nicholas E. Subashi
Joseph R. Tafelski & Jennifer
Teschner

Veritext Legal Solutions
Waite, Tomb & Eberly, LLP

$200 - $499
Anonymous

Gordon Arnold

Neil M. Berman

Karen D. Bradley

S. Todd Brecount
Bricker & Eckler, LLP
Jennifer D. Brumby
Ronald F. Budzik & Barbara
Hayde

Jeffrey T. Cox

Dorothy Dick

Brandon E. Dobyns
Daryl R. Douple

Joan Drake & James G.
Durham
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Alejandra Espino

Carl Fischer

Martin A. Foos

Carla M. Frame

Gary L. Froelich

Karla Garrett Harshaw
Gary W. Gottschlich
Jonas J. Gruenberg
Cori R. Haper

Shelbie W. Harvey
Donald L. Hayashi

J. Michael & Nancy A. Herr

Stanley A. & Andrea M. Hirtle

Marcie R. Hunnicutt
Richard E. Jacobs
Marjorie A. Kuhns

Mary E. Lentz

Barry F. Luse

M. Shannon Martin
Dianne F. Marx

Sean P. McCormick
John C. Meehling
Matthew A. Malloy
Montgomery Co. Human
Services Planning &
Development Dept.
Montgomery County Board
of Commissioners

Kevin C. Mulder

Renee & Kyle Murphy
John C. Musto

Lisa S. Pierce

Rebeccah C. Raines
Lynn M. Reynolds
Kristina R. Roush
Thomas J. Schaffer

C. Miles and Linda Schmidt
Kelly M. Schroeder

Arik A. Sherk

Victoria Sorg

James D. Stahler
Jeremy M. Tomb

Ethel M. Washington-Harris
Jennifer Wedge
Amanda J. Zennie

$76 - $199

Charles F. Allbery, Il
Stephen J. Axtell
Shannon K. Bockelman
Margaret Bowers
Rebecca Bowman
Chanda Brown

Randy & Tamara Comer
Donald R. Culp

Sarah Ann Cunningham
Ericka C. Curran

Angela C. Daniele

Mimi J. Degrow

Dr. Samuel N. Dorf and Dr.
Maria Kisel

Elizabeth J. Dunn

Salha El-Shwehdi

John W. Ey
Commissioner Darryl
Fairchild

Victoria A. Fox

Hon. Jeffrey E. Froelich
T. Scot Ganow

Mary Sue Gmeiner

Hon. Barbara P. Gorman
Janet E. Hales

Hon. Rebecca S. Hall
Lisa A. Hesse & Thomas M.
Hesse, Jr.

Ralph E. Heyman
Kenneth J. Ignozzi
Jordan M. Jennings

Dr. Don B. Jentleson
Lindsay M. Johnson
Commissioner Matthew C.
Joseph

Shelly Kendricks

Jamar T. King

Scott A. King

Stephen E. Klein

Hon. Marshall G. Lachman
David E. Larson

Thomas J. Lucente, Jr.
Jennifer L. Maffett-
Nickelman
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Remington J. Merry
Kelsey J. Mincheff
Kyle Mincheff

John R. Mohr

Dr. Maureen O'Meara
Upendra K. Patel
GCeraldine Pegues
Robert E. Portune

S. Kimberly Pruett
Cassandra A. Rice

Jessica E. Salisbury-Copper

Zion U. Savory

Nancy K. Schiffer
Benjamin J. Schnier
Patricia Schug

Jean M. Steigerwald
Andrew L. Strauss, Dean
Tracy & Tracy Co., LPA
Alan L. Weeter

Ashley A. Weyenberg
Zachary B. White
Jamie Wilson

Natasha Wilson
Christopher M. Wolcott
Marie P. Wolff

Hon. William H. Wolff, Jr.

Hon. Ebony N. Wreh

Up to $75
Khadijah Ali

Kelli A. Bartlett
Amelia N. Blankenship
Shawn M. Blatt

Jim L. Butler, Jr.
Addison J. Caruso
Caitlin M. Cecil
Kristina M. Coen
Christopher Conard
Matthew N. Currie
Erin R. Davis

Emily Desmond
Edward Dixon
Connor J. Dowd
Justin Elkin

Mark Engling
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Gregory M. Ewers
Paula Ewers

Sergio Fernandez

Julie C. Ford

Jordan Foster

Hon. Jacqueline V. Gaines
Rory E. Garrity

Joan M. Germann

Erica L. Glass

Dennis G. & Constance L.
Grant

Kery T. Gray

Kass Greenberg

Jaren Hardesty
Matthew S. Hauer
Jonathan S. Hawkins
Ashton J. Hood

Luke Humenay

Nathan C. Hunt

Becky Iverson

Susan M. Jagers
Jessica Jenkins
Deztany Johnson
Nancy Jones

Anne P. Keeton
Chelsea O. Kemper
Kathleen C. Kersh
Gregory S. Kessler
Leslie King

Melissa M. Koppenhoefer
Allison Kuhr

Debra Ann Lavey
Lanese D. Layne
Valerie Lee

Clint Lehman

Hon. Kathleen S. Lenski
Angela M. Lloyd, Esq.
Craig Looper, Il

Michael W. Loudenslager
Bryan Mahoney

Dr. Theo Majka

Lisa Mclntosh

Nikol Miller

V. Gayle Miller

Nicole A. Mitchell
Julianne C. Mohr

Natasha L. Newberry
Trisha Pike

Amy Piner

Terry W. Posey, Sr.
Kaylee R. Price
Griffin Reyelts
Michael D. Rice, Esq.
Elizabeth Rogers
Lynette F. Searcy
Robert N. Snyder
Shawna M. Sorrell
Alexander Staiger
Courtney N. Strickland
James Strickland
Phoebe J. Stroede
Colleen N. Swim
Sabra L. Tomb
Brianne Trappe
Jessica K. Turner
Nathan D. Turner
Meredith C. Turner-
Woolley

Carmen Vega-Pérez
Joseph K. Warden
Cara J. Williams
Brian D. Wright
Shannon Yost
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James E. Beyer
In Honor of Dinsmore & Shohl!

Joseph R. Tafelski & Jennifer Teschner
In Honor of R. Michael Frank

\
\

Brianne Trappe
In Honor of Myla Cardona-Jones

Paula Ewers
In Memory of Willie Righter

Marjorie A. Kuhns
In Memory of Edward Kuhns
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2022 JUSTICE ON TAP

More than 75 guests, including sponsors,
ambassadors, board members, and staff,
joined us for our annual happy hour
fundraising event at Mudlick Tap House on
September 21, 2022. We hosted Justice on Tap
with the help of the Young Lawyers Division of
the Dayton Bar Association.

Attendees got to mix and mingle with the Dayton legal community, enjoyed food
and drinks, placed bids on raffle baskets, and heard from Campaign organizers at
ABLE, LAWO, and the GDVLP on why their donations to the Campaign for Equal

Justice were more important than ever. Over $11,000 was raised by sponsors and
guests through the event.
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The 2022 Access to Justice Awards Celebration was held

on November 3, 2022, at Sinclair Community College’s
Ponitz Center in downtown Dayton. Approximately 200
guests from Dayton’s legal community attended the
fundraiser in support of ABLE, LAWO, and the GDVLP and
our collective mission to assist people and groups in the
Miami Valley area who are living in poverty. Co-hosts for the
evening were Sarah Cunningham from LexisNexis and Myla-Cardona Jones from Sinclair College. The
Honorable E. Gerald Parker, Montgomery County Common Pleas Court, General Division, presented the
awards to our recipients. ABLE and LAWO board members Brandyn E. Dobyns and Jordan Jennings from
Taft, Stettinius & Hollister, LLP were additional presenters. During the event, we recognized two individuals
and an organization for their extraordinary service to the community.

The Hon. Robert W. Rettich, Il
received the 2022 Lloyd O’Hara
Award posthumously for his well-
known position as a Miamisburg
Municipal Court Judge, where he
prioritized substance abuse
treatment and behavioral
programs over incarceration.

WilmerHale’s Legal Resource
Center received the 2022
Community Impact Award for
its impactful pro bono initiative
through the GDVLP.
WilmerHale’s community record
sealing and juvenile family law
clinics have been a tremendous
asset and have helped
hundreds of community
members in the sealing of
records and family law issues.

Tom Roberts, State President
of the Ohio NAACP, received
the 2022 Patricia Rousseau
Community Advocacy Award
for his involvement in the
Dayton community, as well as
his lifelong commitment and
advocacy for criminal justice
reform and voting rights.

Through sponsorships, ticket sales, and text-to-give donations, we raised over $43,000 for the

Campaign for Equal Justice at this year’s celebration.
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IMMIGRATION ADVOCACY PROJECT

ABLE is at the forefront of protecting the legal rights of low-income
immigrants and refugees as they attempt to lead safe and productive lives
in our communities. Compassionate donors give to ensure that we
continue to provide this crucial legal assistance.

We are grateful to the following individuals who contributed to the ABLE
Immigration Advocacy Project in 2022:

Fr.John R. Blaser
Joseph A. Brossart
Thomas Coyle
Madeline Kwasnick
Elizabeth Mattimoe
Tracy Potter
Jaimee Ryan
Michael & Jill Spurlin
Sarah R. Stafford
Yolanda Zepeda
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SUCCESS PROGRAM ADDRESSES FAMILY
LEGAL AND SOCIAL CHALLENGES TO
IMPROVE SCHOOL ATTENDANCE

9%

In a partnership with Clark County Juvenile Court and Springfield City Schools, ABLE is
assisting chronically absent kids and their families through an innovative initiative
called the SUCCESS Program. The program is funded by the Supreme Court of Ohio.
Launched in early 2022, the SUCCESS Program focuses on serving young students and
their families at participating Springfield elementary and middle schools who meet
the criteria for chronic absenteeism— a trend that has been steadily rising through the
COVID-19 pandemic. Once the child and their family opt into the program, they are
paired with a multidisciplinary team that includes an ABLE attorney to help the family
resolve civil legal challenges, and a parent advocate employed by ABLE who works
with an education liaison officer from the Clark County Juvenile Court to connect the
family with critical social services, including housing and healthcare resources.

When the SUCCESS Program received a referral for Kassandra* because her children
were at risk of a truancy/educational neglect case, Kassandra and her three children
were homeless because she left her abusive husband. She was a 34-year-old separated
woman with a high school diploma, in recovery from prescription opioid addiction.
She had a low-paying restaurant job but was struggling to maintain employment.

Kassandra initially only asked for help getting a divorce. ABLE filed for her divorce with
the local court, overcoming an initial barrier at the Clerk’s office where staff were not
properly waiving her filing fees. We learned that the client was being assessed over
$1,000 by the Ohio Department of Taxation for unpaid taxes on vehicles owned by her
husband. We negotiated for him to take full responsibility for these taxes as part of the
final divorce decree and completed her divorce.

Along the way, Kassandra alerted us that she needed urgent assistance with housing.
The client and her children had a temporary hotel stay provided by a local homeless
services organization, but the temporary period was ending. ABLE's Parent Peer
Advocate passionately advocated for our client to continue receiving services. The
result was seven months of transitional housing for Kassandra and the children.
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Around the same time, two of her children were falling behind
in school and had school disciplinary issues. She revealed that
both children had mental health diagnoses: ADHD for the
younger, and ADHD and depression for the older. Her older
child already had an Individualized Education Program, and the
team attorneys helped get comprehensive re-evaluations of
him. We used those to help Kassandra advocate for additional
services in the IEP, including in-school speech-language therapy
and more small-group specially designed instruction to meet
his needs. For her younger child, the attorney requested an
initial evaluation for an IEP, because despite his ADHD and
many social-emotional incidents and suspensions, he did not
already have one. Our representation helped get assessments
that the school district was not planning to do, such as a
Functional Behavior Assessment, and a more robust |IEP than
the district initially proposed.

The school stopped suspending Kassandra’s younger son
because of the attorney’s advocacy for the IEP services. No
longer needing to get him from school early helped Kassandra
get and keep a good job that is making about $20 per hour.

We also learned that Kassandra’'s oldest son had been denied
SSI benefits over a year before, despite his combination of
significant learning disabilities and mental health diagnoses.
The attorney helped her apply for SSI benefits, pulling together
all the supporting records with a comprehensive advocacy letter
describing why and how her child fit the legal definitions to
receive benefits. Several months later, the child was approved
for SSI!

Finally, after the client’s recent move because of the end of her
transitional housing program, Kassandra discovered several
issues with her new home which make the property unsanitary
and unsafe. We advised her about the proper procedures to
officially notify the landlord of the conditions issues. Moving
forward, we will continue to assist Kassandra and her children
with her diverse set of legal and practical needs, all of which can
act as significant barriers to consistent school attendance and
family stability.

*Name changed for privacy.
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CONTACT US

ADVOCATES FOR BASIC LEGAL EQUALITY, INC.

Administrative Office:
525 Jefferson Ave., Suite 300
Toledo, Ohio 43604

Offices in: Dayton, Defiance, and Toledo

(800) 837-0814 Toll-Free

www.ablelaw.org.

eablelawinc

/ABLELawlnc

linkedin.ablelaw.org
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