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This past year has been a period of significant growth and transition for Advocates for Basic Legal Equality, Inc. (ABLE), 
marked by leadership changes, strategic initiatives, and impactful advocacy.

In April 2023, Heather Hall admirably stepped into the role of Interim Executive Director to supervise day-to-day operations while 
the Board undertook a nationwide search for new leadership. Through a thorough recruitment process, including insight and feedback 
from fellow Board of Trustees members, community partners, and staff members, the Board recently appointed Makiedah Messam as 
our new Executive Director, and Heather transitioned into her new role as Deputy Director. We are pleased to have strong and diverse 
leadership present across our entire 32-county service area, with Makiedah based in our Dayton office, and Heather working out of our 
Toledo office. Additional growth included hiring a full-time Human Resources Generalist in May 2023, with plans to welcome another HR 
Generalist in 2024. We also brought in a new Regional Director of Development in Dayton, who joined us in November 2023.

In the legal realm, we welcomed a new Supervising Attorney in our Toledo office in March 2024, focusing on Housing and 
Community Economic Development and Meaningful Access to Education practice areas. We implemented a comprehensive new 
compensation plan, incorporating DEI principles to ensure fairness and career growth for all our employees.

With these leadership changes and personnel growth, ABLE is committed to creating a new strategic plan to guide our litigation 
and policy advocacy for the next five years. We expect to have a new plan set in 2024, using our 2023 needs assessment as our primary 
guide through the process. The plan will help us refine our priorities so that we will continue to deliver exceptional legal services to all 
of our communities. Technology upgrades also remained a priority. We transitioned to the LegalServer case management system in 
November 2023 and plan to implement a new document management system, NetDocuments, and a new accounting software in 2024. 
These changes will help enhance our functionality as a firm and add protection against cyber security threats. 

Over the last year, our community advocacy has yielded remarkable results. In Dayton, our support for the Dayton Tenant Union 
(DTU) led to the successful inclusion of affordable housing funding in Dayton’s Issue 6 ballot initiative, approved in March 2024. This victory 
secured $1.1 million annually for affordable housing, a testament to our collaborative efforts with local residents and DTU leaders. Our 
top-notch litigation efforts secured Fair Housing Act protections for a sexual assault survivor in Wood County, and systemic advocacy in 
education has resulted in improved transportation and speech-language therapy services for children with disabilities in Ohio.

Speaking on behalf of the Board, we are immensely proud of the accomplishments of our advocates and staff. Not only have they 
made these internal changes successfully throughout they year, they did so while continuing to provide exceptional legal services to 
our clients. I am especially grateful to you for your continued support of our efforts to make a difference in each community we serve. 
Please read more about our efforts in the following pages of our 2023 Annual Report.

With heartfelt thanks,

 Cassandra Rice 
 Board President 
 Advocates for Basic Legal Equality, Inc. (ABLE)

Dear Friends and Supporters,

Next: Our Top Victories and Accomplishments in 2023
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In the heart of Dayton,
low-income tenants were struggling 
with substandard housing conditions 
and unjust treatment from landlords. 
Recognizing the dire need for change, 
ABLE’s dedicated community 
organizer took action, bringing 
together these tenants to form the 
Dayton Tenant Union (DTU). The DTU 
now stands as a powerful advocate for 
safe, affordable housing for Dayton's 
vulnerable residents.

ABLE’s commitment to community 
lawyering played a crucial role in this 
grassroots movement. An ABLE staff 
attorney provided essential guidance on 
entity formation and the incorporation 

process for DTU. Beyond organizational 
support, ABLE represented individual 
tenant union members in legal cases 
and offered expert advice on addressing 
systemic housing issues.

The DTU's efforts culminated in a 
remarkable achievement in late 2023. 
They mobilized to secure funding 
for housing in Dayton’s 2024 tax 
levy renewal, successfully ensuring 
its inclusion in the Issue 6 ballot 
initiative. ABLE collaborated closely 
with residents and DTU leaders, 
orchestrating a comprehensive 
advocacy campaign. This campaign 
featured a strategic media plan, 
legislative advocacy, and the 

identification of key allies, including two 
Dayton city commissioners.

In March 2024, voters approved Issue 6, 
resulting in the Dayton City Commission 
allocating $1.1 million annually for 
affordable housing. This victory marked 
a significant step forward for Dayton’s 
low-income tenants.

But ABLE and the DTU didn’t stop there. 
They launched an additional campaign 
to secure tenant representation on the 
City’s steering committee, which will 
decide how the $1.1 million is spent. 
Their ongoing advocacy ensures that 
the voices of those most affected by 
housing issues are heard and considered 
in the decision-making process.

Empowering Dayton’s Tenants
Pictured: The Dayton Tenant Union participates in a demonstration.
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In a powerful case 

that underscores the importance of 
fair housing protections, ABLE recently 
represented a courageous sexual 
assault survivor in a dispute with a 
private landlord. The survivor, living 
in a property owned by a trust that 
manages over 50 units in Wood County, 
found herself in an untenable situation. 
Her assailant knew her address, 
making her feel profoundly unsafe. 
Desperate to move, she disclosed her 
trauma to the landlord and requested 

Championing Fair Housing for Survivors

to be released from her lease. The 
landlord responded that the tenant 
could only be released if she found a 
subtenant or paid substantial fees.

Enter ABLE’s committed advocacy 
team. Recognizing the injustice, an 
ABLE attorney stepped in, informing 
the landlord that the tenant was 
protected under the Fair Housing Act. 
As a survivor of gender-based violence, 
she had the right to be released from 
her lease without penalty and could 
potentially seek monetary damages 

and injunctive relief. This legal insight 
and advocacy made all the difference.

With ABLE’s support and 
encouragement, the landlord agreed 
to release the tenant from the lease, 
but the impact went further. The 
landlord implemented a policy 
informing all current and future 
tenants in trust-owned properties of 
their rights under the Fair Housing 
Act. ABLE provided templates to 
aid in the policy’s implementation, 
ensuring lasting change.
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Uplifting Farmworker Stories and Experiences in Ohio

Thousands of  
agricultural workers 

live in or migrate to Ohio to work in 
its number one industry—agriculture. 
These workers are often an 
afterthought, stuck in the background.

Through a new podcast, Farmworker 
Chronicles, ABLE and Legal Aid of 
Western Ohio, Inc. (LAWO) bring their 
stories to the forefront. The podcast 
interviews those who toil in the fields and 
harvest the food we eat, those who care 
for livestock and work in dairies. They 
share why they do this backbreaking 
work, how they got into the industry, and 
their hopes and dreams. 

The podcast also explores the dangers 
of these occupations and the history 
of worker protections in agriculture, 
especially those of farmworkers and 
foreign agricultural workers. The 
Farmworker Chronicles tells a story 
of the human condition and how we 
collectively have the power and an 
obligation to advocate to improve it, for 
farmworkers’ sake and ours. The project 
raises awareness to an audience who 
may never have considered their own 
connection to farmworkers in Ohio.

To learn more or listen to the  
podcast, visit: 
www.wgte.org/radio/local- 
podcasts/farmworker-chronicles.

Pictured: Outreach Coordinator Wendy Aviña and Attorney Gwen Short, hosts of Farmworker Chronicles. 



ABLE works to build up
and empower leaders in low-income 
communities throughout Toledo 
through a variety of initiatives.

In the Junction Neighborhood, "Ask 
an Attorney" information clinics and 
Driver's License Reinstatement clinics 
play a crucial role in supporting people 
with some of their basic needs involving 
housing, benefits, and job security.

The driver’s license clinics assist 
individuals, including those who 
are reentering the workforce after 
incarceration, by helping them regain 
their driving privileges, which is often 
a key step in securing employment.

Community Development in Toledo

These clinics also provide critical 
services to seniors and other 
vulnerable populations, enabling 
them to take necessary steps to 
reclaim their independence. 

Additionally, ABLE collaborates 
with Reinvest Toledo to offer 
community workshops 
and support economic 
development in East Toledo 
and the Englewood 
Neighborhood, fostering 
leadership and self-
sufficiency within 
these communities.
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Pictured above: Interim Director of Advocacy Kara Jennings attends a Reinvest Toledo workshop.
Right: The Hon. Judge Kuhlman and The Hon. Judge Wagner volunteer at the ABLE Driver’s License 
Reinstatement Clinic, organized by Attorney Raina Dawson.



Improving Education for Children with Disabilities

In Fall 2023, 
ABLE achieved a transformative 
victory for children with disabilities 
in a large urban school district. It 
all started when ABLE discovered 
that a client's transportation 
accommodations—outlined in their 
Individualized Education Program 
(IEP)—were not being communicated 
to the Transportation Department. 
This oversight, rooted in systemic 
deficiencies, left the child without the 
necessary bus accommodations.

ABLE stepped in to negotiate new 
processes, ensuring that transportation 
needs are properly communicated 
and implemented. As a result, over 
100 children with disabilities will now 
have their transportation needs met 
in a timely manner, making their daily 
commute safer and more supportive.

The same season,
ABLE took on a broader challenge by 
filing a systemic complaint with the 
Ohio Department of Education and 
Workforce (DEW). The issue? An area 
district's overly restrictive eligibility 
criteria for speech-language therapy, 
which limited access for children 
with disabilities. ABLE's investigation 
revealed that the district's criteria 
were more restrictive than those 
recommended by the American 

Speech and Hearing Association, 
the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act (IDEA), and Ohio 
regulations for special education.

Hearing district employees insist that a 
child needed to exhibit a specific type 
of communication issue to qualify for 
services, ABLE delved into the rules 
of the speech-language profession 
and district records. Their thorough 
research and compelling briefings 
persuaded the DEW to investigate 

the matter. Early in 2024, ABLE won 
the complaint, resulting in corrective 
actions to provide both ongoing and 
compensatory speech-language 
services to affected children.

“Over 100 children 
with disabilities will now 
have their transportation 

needs met.”5



ABLE assisted the Massalit Community Center of Dayton, a Sudanese 
community-based organization, with its 501(c)(3) incorporation. The organization 
achieved tax-exempt status in Q1 2023 and intends to apply for grants to build 
a community center to promote youth education and poverty reduction.

ABLE successfully
represented an 18-year-old man with 
quadriplegia at a hearing to obtain 
coverage of a “freedom bed,” a 
bed that would enable the client to 
be safely and automatically turned 
throughout the night without the 
assistance of caregivers. The bed 
had been denied by the client's 
Medicaid Managed Care plan, despite 
the overwhelming evidence that 
the bed was medically necessary 
to keep him healthy and stable.

We also successfully represented 
that same client before the Richland 
County Board of Developmental 
Disabilities to obtain an Individual 
Options waiver. This benefit supports 
him to more easily navigate life with a 
disability and remain in a community 
setting. Our work on behalf of this 
client allowed him to attend his 
first year of college independently 
at Wright State University.

Independence for People with Disabilities

Capacity-Building in Immigrant Communities
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2023 Operating 
Support & Revenue

Grants & 
Contracts $4,315,515

Ohio Access 
to Justice 

Foundation 
$7,883,993

Fundraising & 
Special Events $376,322

Other Income $495,216

Subtotal $13,071046

Transfer to 
Reserves $2,489,830

Total: $10,584,216

2023 Expenses

Compensation 
& Benefits $6,445,852

Operating Costs $3,348,968

Contracted 
Services $438,937

Travel, Support, 
& Training $177,766

Other $172,693

Total: $10,584,216

*Obtained benefits and awards in areas of child support, 
spousal support, unemployment compensation, 
supplemental security income, debt write-off, disability 
assistance, food stamps, and damages.Total Monetary Awards for Clients*Total Monetary Awards for Clients*Total Monetary Awards for Clients*

Persons HelpedPersons HelpedPersons Helped

Requests for Legal AssistanceRequests for Legal AssistanceRequests for Legal Assistance

Closed CasesClosed CasesClosed Cases
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ABLE by the Numbers:

These numbers do not include the additional 
thousands of people who have benefited from materials 
and information on our website; pro bono legal assistance 
clinics; attendance at community legal education 
presentations and trainings; continuing legal education 
presentations for lawyers; and outreach visits to homeless 
and domestic violence shelters, senior centers, health 
clinics, nursing homes, and migrant labor camps.



Catherine Bitwayiki 
Client Representative 
Dayton

Rebecca (Becky) Fahim 
Attorney 
Findlay

Twila R. Ferguson 
Attorney 
Toledo

Jordan Jennings 
Attorney 
Taft Stettinius & Hollister LLP 
Dayton

Thomas J. Lucente, Jr. 
Attorney 
Lima

Eve Mitro 
Client Representative 
Sidney

Leslie Murray 
Attorney 
Leslie Murray Law 
Huron

Victor H. Perez 
Attorney 
Tiffin

Lindsey Posey 
Attorney 
Miamisburg

Thomas J. Schaffer 
Attorney 
Schaffer and Associates 
Toledo

Pamela Sullivan 
Client Representative 
Toledo

Robert Tucker 
Attorney 
Robison, Curphey & 
O’Connell, LLC 
Toledo

Carasusana (Cara) Wall 
Attorney 
Zoll & Krantz, LLC 
Toledo

President
Cassandra Andres Rice 
Attorney 
Foos & Lentz, LLP 
Dayton

Vice President
Khadijah H. Ali 
Client Representative 
Dayton

Vice President
Barry F. Luse 
Attorney 
Fremont

Secretary
Nathan D. Turner 
Client Representative 
Holland

Treasurer
Brandon E. Dobyns 
Attorney 
Taft Stettinius & Hollister LLP 
Dayton

Ethel Washington-Harris 
Community Representative 
Dayton

Kathryn A. Watson 
Client Representative 
Toledo

Mechelle Zarou 
Attorney 
Sisters of Saint Francis 
Sylvania 

John F. Hall 
Attorney (Emeritus) 
Perrysburg

James Stahler 
Social Worker (Emeritus) 
Plano, Texas

8

2023 Board of Trustees



Thank You to Our 2023 Pro Bono Partners & Volunteers

Joseph Stanford
Brianna Stephan
Karl Strauss
Amy Waskowiak
Colleen Wening
James White
Misty Wood
Andrea Young
Monica Yvonne
Nathan Zechman
Norman Zemmelman

TBA Paralegals & 
Professionals:

Coleena Ali
Amy Bell
Jasmine Chey
Linda Hamann
Lisa Jankowski
Jasmine Jones
Robin Perkins
William Sares
Maria Spasovska
Amy Williams

TBA Students:

Bella Bettura
Winnie Bohls
Aleia Brown
Karen English
Garrett Faust
Colin Flanagan
Susan Ford
Lisa Gathard
Kailyn Gullatt

Brett Hector
Alexandria Holloway
Blake Hornyak
Rafal Kenetha
Tasia Lane
Amber Mcallister
Ryan McConnell
Kennedy Mick
Cristina Moga
Destiny Morr
Kim Nielsen
Lauren Pavlica
Jessica Potter
Eric Roberts
Jacob Roberts
Jake Sadilek
Brent Schlegel
Romina Shehab
Taylor Sienerth
Jered Tanner
Hannah Twinning
Joshua Valiquette
Jennifer Wilson
Nikeiva Winters
Noah Woods
Robert Worthington
Katie Zura

Greater Dayton 
Volunteer Lawyers 
Project (GDVLP) 
Attorneys & 
Paralegals:

Thomas Adam
Dianne Adkinson

Jennifer Babak
Joseph E. Balmer III
Matthew J. Barbato
Amy R. Blair
Jennifer Bock
Sean Brinkman
Jennifer L. Brogan
Branford Brown
Corey Bushle
Julius Carter
Elizabeth M. Chinault
Jennifer Ciszewski
Alicia Coleman
Brooks A. Compton
Misty M. Connors
Christopher F. Cowan
Ann F. Crossman
Kristina Curry
Robert Curry
Remington Daniel
Steven J. Davis
Jennifer Day
Wil J. Dechant, Jr.
Lindsey K. Deck
Joyce M. Deitering
Jennifer Delaplane
Kent Depoorter
Keara R. Dever
Matthew D. DiCicco
Brittany A. Doggett
Daryl R. Douple
Conner Dowd
Joseph A. Downing
Trisha M. Duff
Aaron G. Durden
Maddison Edelbrock

Toledo Bar 
Association (TBA) 
Pro Bono Attorneys & 
Volunteers:

Autumn Adams
Michael Aird
Ana Almeida Cadaval
Laurie Avery
Jonathon Balcerzak
Jessica Bartolozzi 
James Bishop
Steven Black
Paul Bonfiglio
Julie Bookmiller
Michael Briley
Jennifer Brown
Lance Brown
Michael Bryant
Rebecca Bundy
Thomas Cafferty
Joseph Dawson
Raina Dawson
Brandi Doniere
Colleen Dooley
Valerie Fatica
Twila Ferguson
Connor Gavin
Martin Goff
C. Drew Griffith
Scott Hamner
Susan Hartman-Muska
Jill Hayes
Julie Hoffman
Gary Horn
Timothy Horne

Kara Jennings
Jim Jones
Cherrefe Kadri
Tarik Kadri
Lauriel Kendall
Cindy Kirby
Patricia Kovacs
Patricia Kurt
Frank Landry
Anita Lopez
Thomas Luettke
Laura Luka
Barbara Machin
Kara Maruszak
Allma Miller
Clare Mitchell
Ashleigh Morgan
James Neumeyer
Todd Noll
James Nooney
Karen Novak
Rebecca Nowak
Kelly O'Brien
Paul Okafor
Erika Parker
James Pearlman
Dequee Phillips
Benjamin Randall
Andrea Rentner
Martha Riewaldt
Christina Rodriguez
Emily Samlow
Alexander Savickas
Stephen Scharf
Daniel Sczesny
Joseph Shinaver
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Lawrence English
Lauren Epperley
Roberta S. Fay
Sergio Fernandez Noriega
James P. Fleisher
Scott Forsman
Nathaniel M. Fouch
Vincent Foulk
Zenus Franklin
Keith A. Fricker
Gregory P. Garner
Jennifer S. Getty
Joanna Gisel
Alex Goldstein
Matthew Gottschall
Dalma Grandjean
Sarah Gregg
Tom Hahn
Sean H. Harmon
Shelby Harvey
Zachary S. Heck
Branson Henderson
Kelly A. Henrici
Carol J. Holm
Katherine Holman
Brooke Anne Horan
Kathleen M. Hughes
Francisco A. Irizarry
James L. Jacobson
Jacob M. Jeffries
Asja Kalnins
Megan Kauffman
John F. Kennel
Jamar King
Julia C. Kolber

James G. Kordik
Heather Krasovic
Judy LaMusga
David L. Layman
John “Jack” Leahy
Scott A. Liberman
Joshua Lightner
Craig Looper
Kermit F. Lowery
Michelle M. Maciorowski
Diane MacLeod
Thomas J. Manning
Craig T. Matthews 
Jason P. Matthews
Kevin McCarthy
Sean P. McCormick
Patrick McGrath
Glen R. McMurry
Michael McNamee
Frank Meder
Kaitlyn Meeks
Dominique Michel
Peter Miller
William Miller
Kelsey J. Mincheff
Robert “Chip” Mues
John Musto
Jason Nye
Ilya Polyakov
Jack A. Pook
Abigail Proffitt
Kristina M. Rainer
Meghan Richmond
Steven Riggs
Nancy A. Roberson

Charles J. Roedersheimer
Jessica E. Salisbury
Lisa A. Sandner
David Savage
Jordan L. Savory
Zion Savory
Gary C. Schaengold
Benjamin Schnier
Kelly M. Schroeder
Anna Self
Francis Sheard
Maddie Sheppard
Devin Shinkle
Jeffrey M. Silverstein
Madeline Skora
Matthew Sorg
Mary K. C. Soter
Dennis E. Stegner
Rachel Stevens
Robert Stiens
Mark E. Stone
Blue T. Sullivan
Lester R. Thompson
Sabra Tomb
Jon S. Tomlinson
Bryan M. Tschanz
Kyle Verrett
Kaitlin Walbright
Adam R. Webber
Cathy Weithman
John Kevin West
Merle F. Wilberding
Jane Williamson
Andrew J. Zeigler

Summer Associates:

Brandon Burkey
Kailyn Gullatt
Sarah Sahmarani
Sara Sonnier
Noah Woods

Interns & Volunteers: 

Marwah Almuzoughi 
Sarah Gallo
Mickey Hughes
Ellis Jacobs
Alexa Spoerle

Pictured: Summer Associates Nia Shuler, Sarah Sahmarani, and Allison Gilbert visit the Wood County 
Common Pleas Courthouse. 10



2023 Funding Partners
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Area Agency on Aging 
(AAA) PSA3: Support for 
legal assistance for older 
adults in Allen, Auglaize, 
Hancock, Hardin, Putnam, 
and Van Wert counties.

Area Office on Aging 
(AoA) PSA4: Support for 
legal assistance for older 
adults in Defiance, Erie, 
Fulton, Henry, Lucas, Ottawa, 
Paulding, Sandusky, Williams, 
and Wood counties.

Board of Lucas County 
Commissioners: Support 
for immigration legal 
work for Lucas County 
community members.

Catholic Social Services of 
the Miami Valley (CSSMV): 
Support for legal services 

for immigrant and refugee 
families in the Dayton Area.

City of Columbus 
Families Together Fund 
(CFTF): Support for legal 
services for immigrant 
and refugee families in 
the Columbus Area.

Clark County Combined 
Health District: Support for 
legal assistance in civil matters 
to help Haitian immigrants 
living in Clark County achieve 
self-reliance, equal justice, and 
optimum health outcomes.

Clark County Court of 
Common Pleas Domestic 
Relations Division Juvenile 
Section (CCJC), Supreme 
Court of Ohio: Support for 
the Legal Representation 
Pilot Project (LRPP), a 
multidisciplinary team 
focused on reducing 
barriers for chronically 
absent children.

Clement O. Miniger 
Foundation: Support for 
the Toledo Medical-Legal 
Partnership for Children.

Columbus Foundation 
Critical Need Alert: Our 
World Our Community: 
Support for immigration-
focused legal services for 
individuals and families 
eligible for resettlement 
services in central Ohio.

Community Health 
Foundation (CHF) SUCCESS 
Project: Support to address 
high abesenteeism of school 
children in Springfield 
in Clark County.

Community Legal Aid: 
Support for Employment 
Law Taskforce and 
Unemployment Equity matters.

Consulate of Mexico, 
Detroit: Support for legal 
assistance to Mexican 
nationals referred by 
the Consulate.

Consulate of Mexico, 
Indianapolis: Support 
for legal assistance to 
Mexican nationals referred 
by the Consulate.

Dayton Children’s Hospital 
Foundation: Support for 
the Dayton Medical-Legal 
Partnership for Children.

Dayton Legal Heritage 
Foundation: Support for 
the Education Advocacy 
Program and community 
legal services.

Five Rivers Health Centers 
of Dayton: Support for 
the Dayton Medical-Legal 
Partnership for Children.

France Stone Foundation: 
Support for the Toledo 
Medical-Legal Partnership 
for Children.

Greater Toledo Community 
Foundation, ProMedica: 
Support for legal services in 
the Junction Neighborhood.

Greater Toledo Community 
Foundation, Sisters of St. 
Francis: Support for the 
Immigration Advocacy Project.



Iddings Foundation: Support 
for the Dayton Medical-Legal 
Partnership for Children.

Mental Health & Recovery 
Services Board of Lucas 
County (MHRSB): Support 
for legal advocacy for mental 
health services consumers.

Numi Foundation, Aloft 
Dayton: Advancing Racial 
Equity: Support to address 
racial inequities in Dayton Area.

Ohio Access to Justice 
Foundation (OAJF): 
Major source of funding 
to support our work 
addressing the unmet civil 
legal needs of low-income 
and underserved Ohioans.

Ohio Attorney General 
Victims Of Crime Act (VOCA): 
Support for advocacy for 
older adult survivors of crime.

Ohio Department of Aging: 
Support for Ombudsman 
Program for older adults in 
long-term care facilities.

Ohio Department of Mental 
Health & Addiction Services 
(OMHAS) SOS Faith-Based 
Projects: Support for legal 
advocacy and outreach to 
agricultural labor camps.

Ohio Housing Finance 
Agency: Support for 
homeowners’ assistance.

PNC Foundation, Housing 
Opportunity Makes 
Everyone Stable (HOMES): 
Support for eviction 
legal work in Dayton.

PNC Foundation, 
MLPC Charitable Trust, 
Protecting Child Victims of 
the Opioid Crisis: Support 
for the Dayton Medical-Legal 
Partnership for Children.

ProMedica Foundation, The 
Russell J. Ebeid Children’s 
Hospital Foundation: 
Support for the Toledo 
Medical-Legal Partnership 
for Children.

Retirement Research 
Foundation for Aging: 
Support for economic 
security, housing, 
and connectedness 
for older adults.

Shriver Center on  
Poverty Law: Support for 
housing and public health 
community initiatives.

Stranahan Foundation: 
Support for the purchase 
and implementation of a new 
case management system.

Toledo Law Library: 
Support for a Case 
Management System.

U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development 
(HUD), RELIEF Grant: 
Support for eviction 

prevention legal services in 
Allen, Auglaize, Champaign, 
Clark, Logan, Mercer, 
and Miami counties.

U.S. Department of  
Justice (DOJ): Support 
for the Dayton Medical-
Legal Partnership for 
Children, victims of crime, 
and individuals affected 
by the opioid crisis.

United Way of Greater 
Toledo: Support for the 
Toledo Medical-Legal 
Partnership for Children.

VERA Institute: Support 
for the Unaccompanied 
Children’s Program.

Wright-Patt Credit Union 
Sunshine Community Fund: 
Support for housing legal 
services in the WPCU area 
for Champaign, Clark, Darke, 
Greene, Miami, Montgomery, 
Preble, and Shelby counties.
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We’d like to thank  
the people and organizations 
who made our annual 
campaign a success, helping 
us raise awareness and funds 
for vital civil legal services 
to assist low-income people, 
including veterans, students, 
immigrants and agricultural 
workers, and everyday 
families and individuals 
trying to make ends meet 
in northwest Ohio. All funds 
raised through the Justice 
for All Campaign (JFAC) 
support the joint efforts of 
Advocates for Basic Legal 
Equality, Inc. (ABLE), Legal 
Aid of Western Ohio, Inc. 
(LAWO), and the Toledo 
Bar Association (TBA).

2023 Justice for All Campaign
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2023 Justice for All Campaign Co-Chairs, Cabinet Members, & Ambassadors

Campaign Ambassadors:

Robert M. Anspach 
Anspach Law

Margaret G. Beck 
Brady, Coyle & Schmidt, Ltd.

Janelle Matuszak 

Bugbee & Conkle, LLP

James E. Yavorcik 

Cubbon & Associates Co. LPA

Adam S. Nightingale 

Eastman & Smith Ltd.

Jeffrey W. Swiech 

Gallon, Takacs & 

Boissoneault Co., LPA

Christopher F. Parker 
Goranson, Parker & 

Bella Co. LPA

Bruce S. Schoenberger 
Gressley, Kaplan & Parker

Gregory W. Robinette 

MacMillan, Sobanski 

& Todd, LLC

Richard R. Malone 
Malone, Ault & Farell

William J. Bingle 
Maloney, McHugh 
& Kolodgy, Ltd.

Meghan Anderson Roth 
Marshall & Melhorn, LLC

Meredith S. Decker 
ProMedica

J. Randall Engwert 
Reminger Co. LPA

Peter N. Lavalette 
RCO Law 

Matthew J. Rohrbacher 
Rohrbacher Trimble & 
Zimmerman Co. LPA 

Jack Kelly 
Shumaker, Loop & 
Kendrick, LLP

Robert S. Salem 
University of Toledo 
College of Law

Co-Chairs:

Steven P. Collier 
Collier Mediation LLC

Susan Hartman Muska 
Law Office of Susan 
Hartman Muska

Cabinet Committee:

Emily Desmond 
ABLE

Brandi Doniere 
TBA

Heather Hall 
ABLE

Bradley Lagusch 
TBA

Andrew Miller 
Shumaker, Loop & 
Kendrick LLP

Kevin Mulder 
LAWO

Gina Scherzer 
TBA

Carmen Vega-Pérez 
ABLE



Thank You to Our JFAC 2023 Donors

Thurgood Marshall Giving 
Society: $5,000+

The LaValley Foundation
Hon. Thomas J. & 
Elizabeth Tucker

Leadership: $2,000 - $4,999

Michael R. Barnett
R. Jeffrey & Kathleen R. Bixler
John H. Burson
Christine M. Castellano
Douglas H. Liedberg
Margaret J. Lockhart
Malone, Ault & Farell
Marshall & Melhorn, LLC
Susan Hartman Muska
Stephen C. Roach

Sustaining: $1,000 - $1,999

Allotta Farley Co., LPA
Charles E. Boyk
Cheri A. Budzynski
Robert W. Cabanski
Steven P. Collier
Cary R. Cooper
Lori L. Decker
Nicholas & Rebecca Fahim
Prof. Rick Goheen
Hon. John P. Gustafson
LaValley, LaValley, Todak 
& Schaefer Co., LPA
Richard S. MacMillan
MacMillan Sobanski & Todd, LLC
Michael S. McGowan
Andrew W. Miller
Martin E. Mohler, Esq.

Owens Illinois Fund of the 
Charities Foundation
Thomas W. Palmer
Thomas G. Pletz
Bonnie R. Rankin
Meghan A. Roth
Schaffer & Associates, LPA
John J. Siciliano
Hon. Mary Ann Whipple
Mechelle Zarou

Benefactor: $500 - $999

Heather L. Allred
Hon. Vernelis K. Armstrong
William I. Barkan
Jenifer A. Belt
William J. Bingle
Thomas C. Blank
James E. Brazeau
Angelita Cruz Bridges 
& Jonathan Bridges
J. Matthew Buchanan
Mag. Esteban R. Callejas
Joseph B. Clarke
Joseph K. Cole
Charles V. Contrada
Nikoleta Cook
Audrey Corcoran
David J. Coyle
Thomas P. Dillon
Matthew G. Ferris
Stuart J. Goldberg
Eileen M. Granata
Heather L. Hall
Scott & Melissa Hamner
Michael E. Heffernan
William H. Heywood, III

Reginald S. Jackson, Jr.
D. Lee Johnson, Jr.
Peter N. Lavalette
Richard G. LaValley, Jr.
Brett A. Loney
Deborah Machalow
Richard R. Malone
Steven E. Marcus
Gary & Beverly McBride
William G. Meyer
Kevin C. Mulder
John K. Nelson
Jeremiah P. O'Brien
Jerome Phillips
Mark H. Rose
Stephen M. Sadowski
Robert S. Salem
Mag. Bradley E. Sales
Jonathan D. Sandys
Thomas L. Schlachter
Kyle A. Silvers
Anthony P. Sloma
Michael J. Todak
Trust Company Family Offices
Dawn M. Wenk
James F. White, Jr.
Lisa A. Wurster
Cynthia M. Zalewski

Supporting: $300 - $499

Eugene F. Canestraro
Jonathan B. Cherry
Byron S. Choka
Sarah J. Corney
Stevin J. Groth
Sandra M. Hylant
Louise A. Jackson

Kara J. Jennings
Daniel J. LaValley
Judith A. Leb
Anita Levin
Hon. Christine E. Mayle
Mark N. Mogavero
James G. O'Brien
John R. Polofka
Joseph A. Rideout
Donald E. Saxon & 
Denise Ford Saxon
Donald A. Schurr
David J. Simko
Charles A. & Carol M. Stocking
Margaret A. Sturgeon
Deborah S. Tassie
Jason M. Van Dam
Laura Vogtsberger de Rivera
Richard S. Walinski
Julia M. Wiley
Kurt M. Young, Esq.
Hon. Norman G. & Hon. 
Connie F. Zemmelman
Hon. Jack Zouhary & 
Kathleen Maher Zouhary

Advocate: $100 - $299

Norman A. Abood, Esq.
Roman Arce
Clare E. Armbruster
Gregory L. Arnold
W. David Arnold & 
Patricia J. Robb
Jonathan M. Ashton
Jude T. Aubry
M. Scott Aubry
Tim A. Ault
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Laurie J. Avery
Wendy M. Aviña
David R. Bainbridge
C. William Bair
Mark S. Barnes
Jennifer Behnfeldt
Paul T. Belazis
Johna M. Bella
Pamela K. Billmaier
Hon. John A. Blaufuss & 
Jocelyn D. Blaufuss
Jacqueline M. Boney
Hon. Michael A. Bonfiglio
Aleta M. Bonini
Charles M. Boss
Michael A. Bruno
Michael E. Bryant
Bugbee & Conkle, LLP
Mary Anne Burns
Thomas E. Cafferty
Larry G. Calcamuggio
Deborah Callahan
Kimberly Ann Conklin
Kristen A. Connelly
Ronald M. Cooperman
Sabrina Crabtree
Steven L. Crossmock
Jeffrey A. Crowther
Lawrence Cryan
Phillip S. Cubbon
Stuart F. Cubbon
Michael P. Dansack, Jr.
Gabrielle Davis
Jennifer J. Dawson
Joseph P. Dawson
Meredith S. Decker
Cormac B. DeLaney
Charlon K. Dewberry
Randall C. Dixon

Philip L. Dombey
James A. Duggan
Hon. Myron C. Duhart, II
David C. Durst
William C. Eickholt
Elder Advocates & Estates, LLC
Richard F. Ellenberger
Bradley C. Elrod, Esq.
Dale R. Emch
Gregg W. Emch
J. Randall Engwert
Gregory C. Farell
Barry W. Fissel
Anna Marie Fitzgerald
James L. & Pamela W. Fletcher
Hon. Ruth A. Franks
Craig F. Frederickson
Patricia B. Fugee, Esq.
Sharon M. Fulop
Mary C. Garcia-Feehan
Thomas M. George
Prof. Gregory M. Gilchrist
Hon. George M. Glasser
Martin E. Goff
Juanita Gonzalez
Goranson, Parker & 
Bella Co., LPA
Roger W. Goranson
William H. Gosline
George Gusses
Yolanda D. Gwinn-Harleston
Elizabeth J. Hall
Paul & Anastasia Hanson
Matthew D. Harper
Joseph S. Hartle
John F. Hayward
Thomas W. Heintschel
Hon. Paula S. Hicks-Hudson
Martin J. Holmes, Sr.

Dean A. Horrigan
David R. Hudson
Roy A. Hulme
Hon. Michael E. Hyrne
Frank D. Jacobs
Evy M. Jarrett
Gary & Jeanne Johns
Kevin & Joellen Joyce
Cherrefe A. Kadri
Richard A. Karcher
Laurel A. Kendall
Dean Cindy M. Kirby
Patricia J. Kleeberger
Hon. Linda M. Knepp
Kathleen W. Kolodgy
Gerald R. Kowalski
Michelle L. Kranz
Hon. Timothy C. Kuhlman
Melissa S. LaRocco
Tammy R. Lavalette
Elizabeth A. LaValley
Michael W. LaValley
Robert M. Leonardi
Jacob M. Lowenstein
Jay J. Lowenstein
Amy L. Luck
Mariella M. Machen
Thomas G. Mackin
Daniel J. Maloney
Marsha A. Manahan
Catherine B. Martineau
Andrew R. Masse
Janelle Marie Matuszak
Thomas J. & Kay C. McArdle
C. Thomas McCarter
Abagale McCurdy
Sarah A. McHugh
A. John McSweeny, JD, PhD
Estela Melendez

Wesley D. Merillat
Michael S. Messenger
J. Doug Miller
Hon. Nancy A. Miller
J. Peter Millon
Edward T. Mohler
Andrew J. Nash
Amy S. Natyshak
Carter P. Neff
Ean T. Nelson
James D. Neumeyer
Adam S. Nightingale
Tina Nordyke
David L. O'Connell
Marsha Olivarez
Arturo Ortiz
Samuel Osnowitz
Hon. S. Dwight Osterud
Laurie J. Pangle
Christopher F. Parker
Rudolph A. Peckinpaugh, Jr.
James M. Perlman
James E. Peters
Lisa E. Pizza
Milton E. Pommeranz
David J. Rectenwald
Hon. Mark B. Reddin
Jon D. Richardson
H. Buswell Roberts, Jr.
Gregory W. Robinette
Tonya M. Robinson
Matthew J. Rohrbacher
Greg Rosenbaum
Stephen A. Rothschild
Bonnie C. Rowe
Sally Salazar
Emily C. Samlow
Stephen A. Schaefer & 
Hon. Lynn H. Schaefer
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Philip L. Schmidt
Bruce S. Schoenberger
Robert M. Scott
Gregory S. Shumaker
Peter R. Silverman
Hon. Arlene S. Singer
Sarah K. Skow
Sheldon M. Slaybod
Stephen J. Snider
Mark J. Sobanski
Carol A. Sobczak
Matthew C. Spaulding
Nicholas T. Stack
Joseph A. Stancati
Harold M. Steinberg
David P. Strup
Kayleigh L. Summerville
Janis E. Susalla Foley
Jeffrey W. Swiech
Joseph R. Tafelski
D. Casey Talbott
Joseph W. Tucker
Carrie L. Urrutia
Trevor P. Van Berkom
Craig J. Van Horsten
Timothy J. Van Tuinen
Emilie K. Vassar
J. Michael Vassar
Carmen Vega-Pérez
Terry Vernier
Ethel M. Washington-Harris
Clinton J. Wasserman
Bradley R. Waugh, Esq.
Linde Hurst Webb
Jessica L. Weinberg
Mag. Margaret M. Weisenburger
Keith A. Wilkowski
Peter O. DeClark
Lane D. Williamson

David G. Wise
Patricia A. Wise
Craig M. Witherell
Joseph L. Wittenberg
Richard E. Wolff
James E. Yavorcik
Andrea R. Young
Interim Dean Rebecca E. Zietlow
Roger K. Zimmerman
Hon. Gene A. Zmuda
Michael J. Zychowicz
Ralph C. Zychowicz

Friend: Up to $99

Hon. Carmille L. Akande
Ameena Alauddin
Justin R. Armstrong
Janine T. Avila
Gregory E. Bakies
Gayle K. Beier
Nathan D. Benner
Kimberly Bogedain-Tiley
Anne Marie Brossia
Dawn M. Colon-Stephens
Kyle Alison Cubbon
David A. Dennis
Jonathan F. Dinan
Anthony B. & Sharon R. DiSalle
Brandi L. Doniere
Renisa A. Dorner
J. Connor Dunn
Cindy Fellman
Robert W. Fiedler, Jr.
Ashley D. Fosgate
Gary L. Froelich
Allison M. Groth
Lindsay J. Gumersell
Stephen D. Hartman
Joshua S. Higgins

Stephen E. House
James H. Irmen
Natalie J. Jackson
T. Scott Johnston
Aaron L. Kovacs
Allison Kuhr
Patricia Hayden Kurt
John A. Landry
Patricia A. Lynch
John T. Madigan
Maria E. Martinez
Olivia Mata
Emily C. McAlister
Jennifer A. McHugh
Amanda L. & Thaddaeus 
A. Mercer
Jennifer Moog
Susan B. Nelson
James F. Nooney, Sr.
Rebecca A. Nowak
Steven Ortiz
Patrick Paul Pacella
Kathryn Pauken
Douglas V. Pavelko
Jamie L. Putnam
Elizabeth J. Quinn
Paul Anthony Radon
Christy Reaster
Charles D. Rittenhouse
Damian Rodgers
Hank Schaefer
James E. Schaefer
Brian T. Sharrow
David C. Shook
James P. Silk, Jr.
Prof. Joseph E. Slater
David M. Smigelski
Matthew J. Sorosiak
Deborah K. Spychalski

Sheila J. Stevens
Angela Stoldt
Karl E. Strauss
Joan C. Szuberla
Mercedes Thompson
Kathryn A. Watson
Jennifer Wedge
Jakob F. Wenman
Damon C. Williams
Joshua E. Williams
Jonathan J. Winters
Hon. Charles S. Wittenberg
Denise R. Zanni
Nathan H. Zechman
Christina Zielinski

Firm Recognition - 100% 
Attorney Participation

Charles E. Boyk Law Offices, LLC

Cubbon & Associates Co., LPA

Goranson, Parker & Bella C., LPA

Groth & Associates

LaValley, LaValley, Todak 
& Schaefer Co., LPA

MacMillan, Sobanski & Todd, LLC

Malone, Ault & Farell

Firm Gifts of $1,000 or More

Allotta & Farley Co., LPA

LaValley, LaValley, Todak 
& Schaefer Co., LPA

MacMillan, Sobanski & Todd, LLC

Malone, Ault & Farell

Marshall & Melhorn, LLC

Schaffer & Associates, LPA
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Pictured: Interim Executive Director Heather Hall with keynote speaker and activist Mónica Ramírez. 

The 2023 Access to Justice Awards Dinner and Ceremony 
welcomed 300 guests who attended the event, held on May 25, 
2023, at The Pinnacle in Maumee. Each year, funds are raised 
to support ABLE, LAWO, and the Toledo Bar Association’s 
Pro Bono Legal Services Program and our combined efforts 
to assist people who cannot afford civil legal services.

Keynote speaker Mónica Ramírez inspired the crowd of 
attorneys, advocates, and supporters with a message of 
hope and equality for female migrant workers in Ohio.

Additionally, we honored Eugenio Mollo, Jr. from the University 
of Toledo College of Law with the 2023 Public Interest Law 
Award; Ramón Pérez, a life-long activist in Toledo’s Latinx 
community with the 2023 Community Advocacy Award; and 
the Honorable Myron C. Duhart of the Ohio Sixth District Court 
of Appeals with the 2023 Distinguished Service Award.
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The annual Campaign 
for Equal Justice 
generates funds to support 
low-income community 
members residing in 
the Miami Valley region. 
Benefiting ABLE, LAWO, and 
our pro bono community 
partner, the Greater Dayton 
Volunteer Lawyers Project 
(GDVLP), the campaign 
includes two annual events 
for the legal community 
and our supporters: The 
mixer event, Justice on 
Tap, and the more formal 
Access to Justice Awards.

2023 Campaign for Equal Justice
2023 Campaign for Equal Justice Co-Chairs, Ambassadors, & Steering Committee

Co-Chairs:

Co-Chair C4EJ & A2J 
Glen R. McMurry 
Taft Law

Co-Chair Justice on Tap 
Brooke Schleben 
Pickrel Schaeffer Ebeling 

Co-Chair Justice on Tap 
Courtney Strickland 
Dinsmore & Shohl

Campaign Ambassadors:

T. Andrew Vollmar 
Bruns, Connell, Vollmar 
& Armstrong, LLC

Brooke A. Schleben 
Dungan & LeFevre Co., LPA

Jeffrey S. Sharkey 
Faruki PLL

Mary E. Lentz 
Foos & Lentz LLP

Jonathan E. Roach 
Frost Brown Todd, LLP

Sarah A. Cunningham 
LexisNexis

Theresa G. Haire 
Montgomery County 
Public Defender’s Office

Kaylee R. Price 
Pickrel Schaeffer & 
Ebeling Co., LPA

Christopher M. Wolcott 
Taft Law

Sean McCormick 
Thompson Hine, LLP

Jennifer M. Babak 
WilmerHale, LLP

Joint Steering Committee:

Glen R. McMurry 
Taft Stettinius & Hollister LLP

Courtney Strickland 
Dinsmore & Shohl

Brooke Schleben 
Pickrel Schaeffer Ebeling

Christopher M. Wolcott 
Taft Law

Mary E. Lentz 
Foos & Lentz, LLP

Sarah Cunningham 
LexisNexis

Summer Hawks 
GDVLP

Heather Hall 
ABLE

Kevin C. Mulder 
LAWO

Carmen Vega-Pérez 
ABLE
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Pillar of Justice: $15,000+
WilmerHale, LLP

Gold Sponsors: $5,000+
LexisNexis
Maureen Lynch & 
Richard Lapedes
Todd T. Miller
Taft Law
Thompson Hine LLP

Silver Sponsors: $2,000+
Robert M. Curry
Faruki PLL
Kathryn A. Lamme
Glen R. McMurry
Surdyk, Dowd & 
Turner Co. LPA

Bronze Sponsors: $1,250
Bricker & Eckler, LLP
Prof. Ericka C. Curran
First Financial Bank
Foos & Lentz, LLP
Greater Dayton Volunteer 
Lawyers Project
Terry & Lindsey Posey, Jr.
Sinclair Community College
Tipp City Foundation

$1,000+
Dinsmore & Shohl, LLP
Mary E. Lentz
Lynn M. Reynolds
Mark E. Stone
Dr. Juanita Wehrle-Einhorn
WYSO

$500+
Anomymous
Frank P. Catanzariti
Mark A. Conway
Jeffrey T. Cox
Steven J. & Jennifer 
D. Elleman
Ferneding Insurance
Heather L. Hall
Hon. John O. & 
Mary Jo Martin
William J. McGraw, III
Montgomery Co. Human 
Services Planning 
& Development
Montgomery County 
Board of Commissioners
John C. Musto
David A. Neuhardt
Ohio Access to Justice 
Foundation
Reminger Co., L.P.A.
Laura J. Rench
Jennifer Rulon
Matthew J. Scarr, CPA LLC
Hon. Susan D. Solle
Michael & Jill Spurlin
Dean Andrew L. Strauss
The Dayton Beer Company
Waite, Tomb & Eberly LLP

$200 - $499
Debra B. Armanini
Neil M. Berman
Amy S. Boland
Dr. Laura Chambers-Kersh

Brandon E. Dobyns
Daryl R. Douple
Carl Fischer
Martin A. Foos
Carla M. Frame
Hon. Barbara P. Gorman
Cori R. Haper
Shelbie W. Harvey
Patricia Y. Hernández
Stanley A. & Andrea M. Hirtle
Selin Hussain Zada
Richard E. Jacobs
Jordan M. Jennings
Sean P. McCormick
Kevin C. Mulder
Nolan, Sprowl & Smith
Upendra K. Patel
Lisa S. Pierce
Rebeccah C. Raines
Cassandra & Michael Rice
Robert Salinas
C. Miles & Linda Schmidt
Prof. Andrea M. Seielstad
Jeffrey S. Sharkey
Arik A. Sherk
Jennifer Snedigar
Courtney N. Strickland
Bridget A. Tracy
Lawrence Turyn
Veritext Legal Solutions
Shannon Yost

$76 - $199
Joseph R. Barton
James D. Brookshire
Laura Bucio

Jim L. Butler, Jr.
Angela Ceccarelli
Caroline Cochran
Randall M. Comer
Ed Davis
Steven J. Davis
Dorothy Dick
Lorena Esparza
Gary L. Froelich
Hon. Jeffrey E. Froelich
Hon. Jacqueline V. Gaines
Hon. Caroline H. Gentry
Gary W. Gottschlich
Jonathan S. Hawkins
Zachary S. Heck
Elizabeth L. Hudson
Hon. Angelina N. Jackson
Kara J. Jennings
Anne P. Keeton
Jamar T. King
Laurie & David Leach
Karen Lindsay
Alex Lovit
Jennifer L. Maffett-Nickelman
Miami University Amicus 
Pre-Law Society
John R. Mohr
Jack L. Neuenschwander
Jim and Marge O'Neil
Charles D. Pfister
Prof. Denise L. Platfoot-Lacey
Robert E. Portune
Anne Proulx
Susan Rudd
Jessica E. Salisbury-Copper
Beth W. Schaeffer

Thank You to Our C4EJ 2023 Donors
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Benjamin J. Schnier
Lawrence Turyn
T. Andrew Vollmar
Ethel M. Washington-Harris
Stephen Weigand
Ashley A. Weyenberg
Thomas P. Whelley, II
Hon. William H. Wolff, Jr.
Sarah E. Worley

Up to $75
Adam C. Armstrong
Leanna Bacon
Kelli A. Bartlett
Byron K. Bonar
Gary Bowden
Margaret Bowers
Emma Cassell
Caitlin M. Cecil
Dawn M. Colon-Stephens
Sarah A. Cunningham
Catherine A. Dempsey
Emily Desmond
Dr. Samuel N. Dorf 
and Dr. Maria Kisel
Justin Elkin
Bridget M. Federspiel
Zenus R. Franklin
Kery T. Gray
John C. Greiner
Molly M. Guth
Linda O. Harrison
Donald L. Hayashi
Christopher T. Herman
Brooke A. Horan
Marcie R. Hunnicutt
Martha Hurley
Nancy Jones

Tawana Jones
Isabella Katz
Jessica Kelly
Laurel J. Kerr
Kathleen C. Kersh
Donna B. King
Melissa S. LaRocco
Debra Ann Lavey
Lanese D. Layne
Craig A. Looper, II
Michael W. Loudenslager
Carol P. Matthews
Gerald L. McDonald
Lisa McIntosh
Kelsey J. Mincheff
Sean Mitchell
Renee & Kyle Murphy
Hon. Michael Newman
Dr. Maureen O'Meara
Amy Piner
Kaylee R. Price
Timothy G. Rice
Ronata Robinson
Prof. Christopher Roederer
Courtney S. Rutledge
Zion U. Savory
Patricia Schug
Lynette F. Searcy
Shawna M. Sorrell
Robin Stone
Prof. Adam Todd
Prof. Victoria VanZandt
Carmen Vega-Pérez
Cara J. Williams
Christopher M. Wolcott

Young professionals 
and legal aid supporters 
gathered at the Dayton 
Beer Company on 
September 20, 2023 to 
learn more about the 
Campaign for Equal 
Justice, the combined 
efforts of ABLE, 
LAWO, and GDVLP, 
and participate in fun 
raffles and giveaways to 
financially support free 
civil legal services in the 
Greater Dayton area.
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Pictured: Regional Director of Development Carmen Vega-Pérez with 
awardee Laura Bucio.

The 2023 Access to Justice Awards Celebration 
welcomed approximately 200 guests to Sinclair 
Community College for an evening of community 
advocacy and camaraderie on November 3, 2023.

Funds raised during the event support the Campaign 
for Equal Justice and are distributed among ABLE, 
LAWO, and the GDVLP to assist with community 
legal needs. We assist people facing unstable 
housing conditions, work with individuals and families 
navigating the complex medical and education systems, 
and ensure immigrants and agricultural workers 
know their rights in their places of employment.

The event’s guests of honor included 2023 Lloyd  
O’Hara Public Interest Law Award recipient Ericka  
Curran with the University of Dayton School of Law,  
and the 2023 Patricia Rousseau Community 
Advocacy Award recipient Laura Bucio 
with Tecumseh Local Schools.
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ABLE is at the forefront of 
protecting the legal rights of low-
income immigrants and refugees 
as they attempt to lead safe and 
productive lives in our communities. 
Our Immigration Advocacy Project 
serves all 88 counties in Ohio.

Compassionate donors give to 
ensure that we continue to provide 
this crucial legal assistance.

At ABLE, we address the root 
causes of poverty by seeking 
systemic solutions. We assist low-
income individuals and families with 
meeting their basic needs for housing.

We help clients gain access to income 
and other financial supports, find 

2023 Immigration Advocacy Project Donors

education opportunities for their 
children, and achieve family stability.

We defend those facing the loss of 
housing in eviction proceedings,  
protect the rights of agricultural 
workers and immigrant families, and 
develop community assets in areas 
that have suffered decades of neglect.

We also ensure all children have the 
opportunity to learn, regardless of 
race, poverty, disability, or immigrant 
background. We provide protection 
and stability for survivors of domestic 
violence, uphold the rights of 
older adults receiving long-term 
care, and increase opportunities 
for families living in poverty.
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We are grateful to the 
following individuals who 
contributed to the ABLE 
Immigration Advocacy 
Project in 2023:

John R. Blaser

Caitlin M. Cecil

Charities Aid Foundation of 
America

Ericka Catherine Curran

Gabrielle Davis

John Eikost

Kara Nicole Ford

Karla Garrett Harshaw

Laurel J. Kerr

Kathleen Caroline Kersh

Philip and Marcia Klunk

Latino Alliance of NWO

Amy Sue Natyshak

C. Miles & Linda Schmidt

Cornelia J. Schwendeman



ABLE has offices located in Toledo, Dayton, and 
Defiance, and serves 32 counties in northwest and west 

central Ohio. ABLE also serves agricultural workers, 
immigrants, and refugees throughout the state.

Advocates for Basic Legal Equality, Inc.

Toll-Free: (800) 837-0814 | TTY: (888) 554-9497

Dayton Office

130 W. Second St. Suite 700 E. Dayton, OH 45402

Phone: (937) 228-8104 | Fax: (937) 535-4600

Defiance Office

1105 Ralston Ave. Suite A Defiance, OH 43512

Fax: (419) 782-5830

Toledo Office

525 Jefferson Ave. Suite 300, Toledo, OH 43604

Phone: (419) 255-0814 | Fax: (419) 259-2880

www.ablelaw.org

facebook.com/ablelawinc

@ablelawinc

linkedin.com/company/ablelawinc

Advocates for Basic Legal Equality, Inc. (ABLE) is 
a non-profit regional law firm that provides high 
quality legal assistance in civil matters to help 
eligible low-income individuals and groups in 

western Ohio achieve self reliance, equal justice, 
and economic opportunity.


